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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 4,   2007

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00  p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

Minutes of the previous meeting including minutes for the setting of the Tax Rate Meeting held on  October 3, 2007 at the Dunbarton Town Offices, and the regular weekly meeting of Thursday, September 27, 2007 were approved and signed.  

GENERAL BUSINESS:  


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for discussion:


Purgatory Pond Road Petition :

1. Purgatory Pond Road – Will set up a meeting for the signers of the petition and all other interested parties to come in and talk with the Selectmen about what they are looking for.   It was noted there was the correct number of petitioners for changing the road classification from Class VI to Class V. (1)   Also there are sufficient petitioners for a Scenic Road. (10)  The petition has 12 signatures.  

The Town has to notify the petitioners within thirty days from the hearing.   All petitioners and landowners have to be notified by certified mail.    Have to go back twenty years including previous owners and mortgage holders and include these in the certified mailing.  This will take time to research.  

Petitioners are requesting the Town to change Purgatory Pond Road from a Class VI Road to a Class V Scenic Road.    It was noted that a Scenic Road must be voted upon at Town Meeting.  The Selectmen have the authority to change a road from a Class VI to a Class V after a Public Hearing.  

Mert Mann asked if the road has to be brought up to Class V standards prior to the changing of the road to a Class V.  Are we going to be forced to plow it this winter?  If the road isn’t brought up to Class V standards before snow flies, do we have to plow the road?   It was noted that the Selectmen have the option of not changing the road to a Class V standard if they so choose.   

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, stated that if you bring it up to a Class V road, you have the liability of bringing it up to Class V standards.  There is no history on Purgatory Pond Road.  It was noted that the road should be surveyed/layout  because at this point, there is no road layout for Purgatory Pond Road.    The Town has the right to determine the boundaries of the road.  There are no stone walls to go by.  Abutters are responsible for the costs of the certified mail.  There are only three abutting properties.  The Town is on-line with the Registry of Deeds so it should not be a problem researching the properties going back 20 years, etc.  

At this point in the discussion, Les Hammond stated that the Town Clerk should also be present at this meeting because she is responsible for the official record of roads, etc.  

2. Accident to Transfer Truck: 

The Town has received the Police Report for the accident involving the Transfer Station truck.  The report shows that the woman ran the stop sign and then hit the Transfer Station truck.  She has been given a summons, and she is at fault.  

Rene Forcier made a suggestion that the Town consider purchasing a new stripped down truck for the Transfer Station.  Estimated cost to be around $34,000.    At this point in the discussion, Mert Mann stated he would be definitely against the purchase of a new vehicle for the Transfer Station.  It was suggested that the Town try to obtain a vehicle through the State Auction at a cost of $6,000 - $7,000 which the insurance paid for the vehicle.  

3. Auditors Report: 

a. Auditors have finished the audit for 2006.  We are awaiting a letter.  We have been following the stamp and approval method for paying bills for a long time.  We have to have every invoice approved.  The Town will be more diligent in following this requirement.  

b. Recreation Commission involves all volunteers.  At the basketball games they sell soda.  They then take that money and deposit it.  The auditors feel there is room for error with this method.  Based on this, Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, has set up a policy which they will adhere to in the future as follows:  

1. Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, will set up a cash box.   Two people will count out money from the cash box.  Two people will sign the receipt and then Jean Leo will deposit it into the bank.  There will be a deposit slip and the receipt for the cash.  We have set up this policy and will follow it from now on. 

c. Most Towns have to prepare their own financial statements.  This was brought about by ENRON.  Presently, the auditors prepare our financial statements.  This is a new law.  All of the towns cannot afford to do this.  The Town of Dunbarton or other towns do not have sufficient staff or funds to do this.  We have to respond to this.  They will require us to do financial statements.  Presently, the auditors are doing them.  We don’t have the manpower to do these statements.  

Les Hammond stated he felt that we are already doing this.  We are paying the auditors to do it.  

4. Report on the Balusters on the Dunbarton Town Hall:

Bill Rolke, Historical Awareness Committee, has prepared a report on the Town Hall Balusters.  He has included pictures of the building dating back to 1920.  It appears the small balusters seem inappropriate for this building.  Whatever the Selectmen and Kyle Parker, Building Department, decide to do will be fine.  

5. Maria Dolder, Attorney for Don Lane/Les Hammond: 

Maria Dolder has inquired as to what point in time do they need to come in to speak with the Selectmen about Jacqueline Drive, etc.  

Mert Mann stated they should come in once both Planning Boards (Bow and Dunbarton) have acted upon the request.  

6. Town Pound Cleanup: 

Les Hammond stated he has spoken with Daniel A. vanKalken regarding cleaning up the Town Pound and fixing the stone wall.  He has submitted a cost for the work as follows: 

Daniel A. vanKalken

80 Stark Highway South

Dunbarton, NH 03046

Removal of saplings, including roots
  125.00

Restacking of stone wall


  200.00


Total



$325.00

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen authorize Daniel A. vanKalken, 80 Stark Highway South, Dunbarton, NH to do work on the Dunbarton Town Pound located on Stark Highway to include removal of saplings, including roots and restacking of stone wall for a total cost of $325.00.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

7. Robert Rogers Road: 

Les Hammond reported that he had spoken with Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, and Robert Rogers Road is to be completed this week.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at  8:05 p.m.  Les Hammond  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

