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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 18,   2007

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Mert Mann  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00  p.m.     The following were present:


Mert Mann


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

Mert Mann noted for the record that Les Hammond was absent from the Selectmen’s Meeting because he was attending the Coop Meeting for the Solid Waste Group in Concord.  

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for Selectmen’s action and discussion: 

1. Letter received from Brian Nordle, Chairman, Planning Board, regarding possible appointees to the Planning Board.  George Holt and possibly Lisa Dunbar were recommended.  

2. Received letter of resignation from David Breault as a full-time member of the Dunbarton Planning Board.  Appointment paperwork for David Breault as an Alternate to the Dunbarton Planning Board was signed by Selectmen.  

3. Appointment paperwork for moving Terrell Swain as an Alternate to the Dunbarton Planning Board to a full-time member was signed by Selectmen. 

4. John Lyford, Auditor, would be willing to sit down with Selectmen to explain the necessity of signing letter regarding the Town preparing additional financial statements according to the new State requirements.  

5. Received check from insurance company in the amount of $1,000 for Transfer Station truck because it was determined that the accident was not the fault of Dunbarton’s employee.  This is the deductible amount.  Received a total of $7,600 for the truck.

6. Received a letter from Atlantic Recycling regarding compactor.  Letter stated as we discussed, moving the phase converter from its original location to a spot closer to the compactor, we are able to bring power up on the pump.  Hopefully, this will help the problem with the voltage.  

7. Received letter of agreement with the Concord Visiting Nurses Association (CVNA) for next year.  Cost is $1,576 with no increase from last year.  

Selectmen signed agreement.

8. It was announced that it was Mert Mann’s 64th birthday today.  Happy Birthday, Mert!!!!

9. Received letter of resignation from Diane Mullen, Deputy Town Clerk, effective October 16, 2007 which was her last day of work.  

10. Have bid out the application of the chemical to treat the milfoil at Gorham Pond.   The State only allows it be sent to the following two vendors:   Bids are due by October 31, 2007.  Bids are sent to Department of Environmental Services and the Town of Dunbarton.  

Lycott Environmental

South Bridge, Massachusetts

Aquatic Control Technology 

Sutton, Massachusetts 

Mert Mann stated we are only treating Gorham Pond this year.  This is a Grant Program which must be applied for in advance and we only applied for Gorham Pond at that time.  The residents of Gorham Pond have requested that the pond be treated, etc.  

Rene Forcier asked if we would be treating the other ponds in Dunbarton.  Mert Mann stated that at this time we are only treating Gorham Pond because this is the grant we applied for through the State.  

11. Have spoken with painting contractor and painting of the Town Hall will start the week of October 29, 2007, weather permitting. 

12. Mert Mann stated that he had spoken to two selectmen of Bow regarding the large increase in the fee for dispatching for police.  (from $11,000 to $50,000)  The increase is not final yet.  

RENE OUELLET, SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER: 

1. Stated this was his monthly meeting to exchange information between the School Board and the Selectmen’s Office.  Need to revisit some things that we have discussed before. 

2. School Board is into the negotiations for a three year contract for teachers.  This is a time consuming process but an important one.  Will be taking up a lot of time and then will be in the middle of the budget season.  

3. Still have a noise problem with part of the heating system.  Are talking with the  mechanical and design contractors to try to get it resolved.  

4. Have only one new teacher this year.  

5. Pre-school issues have been discussed in great depth.  There is no greater or less urgency than it was previously.  May talk about it again when we prepare next year’s budget.  Enrollment figures are going down.  May open up other possibilities.  There are advantages to bringing the program back to Dunbarton.  The big hurdle is space.  Numbers are low enough that we could combine classes, etc.  There are a number of children at the end of school year that go into private schools.  There appears to be a number of young families moving into town with no children.  The enrollment might be down so we might only need one classroom for each grade.   The pre-school (age 3 ½ - 4 ½) involves an enrollment of a high of six and a lot of three.  

6. Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, stated the Trustee of Trust Funds was inquiring about the fund of $1,000 for the kitchen  from the Town to the School  that was voted upon at Town Meeting and how it should be set up.  

Rene Ouellet stated that they have set up the school portion of the account.  Because you can’t co-mingle federal funds with other funds, plus they must be spent within the year of receipt, the funds are kept separate.  In addition, monies for a portion of lunches are put into the fund.  

It was noted that this is not considered a Trust Fund and therefore there was no need to involve the Trustee of Trust Funds, etc.  

7. Rene Ouellet stated that there was public comment at the last School Board Meeting that indicated there was a lot of dissension at the Selectmen’s Meeting with the School Board.  He stated his observation at that time was that there was no dissension between the two Boards.  He wanted to make sure the Selectmen were in agreement with his assessment of the situation.  He stated he felt that over time, the meetings between the two Boards would be of benefit to both Boards.  

The  Selectmen agreed that as far as they were concerned, the meetings were a positive thing and would hope they would continue.  There was no dissension as far as they were concerned.  Both Boards will continue to communicate in this way.  Selectmen have no problems with the monthly update from the School Board representative and hope they continue.  

8. Rene Forcier asked if the generator  had been run with the entire system, etc.  Rene Ouellet stated not at this time.  Need relays on the pumps for the heat, etc.  

9. Mert Mann reported that Les Hammond had reported back to him that he had agreed to be Chairman of the CIP Committee for the upcoming year (2008).  Meetings start Friday, October 26, 2007 at 8:30 am at the Town Offices.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at  7:51 p.m.  Rene Forcier  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

