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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 11,   2007

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00  p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

GENERAL BUSINESS: 


Line Comeau, Building Department, re Wide Copier Charges: 

Line Comeau appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss charges to the public for wide copies.  When the purchase of the large copier was proposed, costs to the public for wide copies of plans, etc. was suggested to be $10.00 per copy.  She stated that the cost of printing is $1.28 per copy.  She stated that when residents come in for copies, and they are seeking multiple copies, it runs into a lot of money at $10.00/sheet.  Residents now want to take the copies out and get their own copies at Kinko’s or Staples, etc.  She has checked with our vendor for the copier and our quota is 3,000 copies per quarter.  We are presently only printing 924 sheets per quarter.  Based on this information, she would suggest possibly reducing the costs to the public to less than $10.00.  

After discussion, it was suggested that a cost to the public should be $5.00 for the first copy and $2.00 for additional copies.  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen authorize the price for wide print copies to the public of $5.00 for the first copy and $2.00 for all additional copies.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Purgatory Pond Discussion with Petitioners: 

Present:  

Brian Nordle

Chandis and Marion Gibson

Terry Gibson

Mike Guiney

Lori Davis

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent

Chuck Williamson

Linda Peters, Town Clerk

Joyce Hammond

Les Hammond stated the Purgatory Pond Petition asked that the Town consider changing Purgatory Pond Road from a Class VI road to a Class V Scenic Road.  He stated that in order to change a Town Road to a Scenic Road, it must be voted upon at a Town Meeting. 

Les Hammond stated that after the Selectmen received the petition, they went to the Town Records.  After considerable research on Purgatory Pond Road, they have discovered that Purgatory Pond Road was never a Town Road.  Have gone through all the minutes and there are no records of the layout of Purgatory Pond Road.  In addition, the Town Clerk has done research and there are no records of Purgatory Pond being a Town Road at any time.  There never was even a house on Purgatory Pond Road until 1971.  The Selectmen have the power to lay out and reclassify a Town Road, but this was never a Town Road.  

Les Hammond stated Purgatory Pond Road is classified as a Class III A road. The road is a 50 foot wide limited access highway administered by the Fish and Game Department.  Have spent considerable time talking with various people and State agencies.  The person at Fish and Game who supposedly knows the answer will be in the office tomorrow.  Will be calling her tomorrow to get an answer.  

If the road is changed to a Class V road, the costs will be great to upgrade the road.  Class III A roads to ponds are limited access highways by the State.  There can be no subdivision of lands on a Class III A road.  

It was noted that Morrisettes owned the land in the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s.  The State took the land by eminent domain in 1963.  The State obtained the property from Morrisette and Whitney  in 1963. (Mostly Morrisette’s)   There is a detailed layout of the road at that time.  The bounds are still there.  (1” rebar) 

At this point, the Board of Selectmen are unsure of what can be done.  Will know more once we have spoken with the Fish and Game Department person.  

At this point in the discussion, Les Hammond asked Chandis & Marion Gibson and Terry Gibson,  12 Purgatory Pond Road, what their expectations were for the Town to do with regard to the road.  

Marion Gibson stated that they wanted the Town to maintain the road for safety reasons, etc. Especially looking to have it snow plowed in the winter.   She stated a lot of people (recreational) use the road, and I don’t think it should be the residents that live on the road to have to maintain it.  We need it accessible especially in the winter for fire and ambulance service.  There is no boat ramp there.  

It was noted the length of the road is 2,502 feet (.44 of a mile).

Mrs. Gibson was given the opportunity to go through the paperwork and the Town would provide any copies of materials which she didn’t already have.  

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator:  

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for action and discussion: 

1. Department of Safety needs Dunbarton Board of Selectmen to sign paperwork authorizing Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, to be the responsible party in charge of the 911 numbering system.  

Selectmen signed Department of Safety authorization. 

2. Selectmen minutes of previous meeting of October 4, 2007 were signed. 

3. Emergency Management Meeting to be held Friday, October 12, 2007 at 8:00 am at the Town Offices.  

4. New Tax Rate has been confirmed at $14.56.  The breakdown is as follows: 

Town Rate 

$ 2.35

Local School Rate
$ 7.69

State School Rate

$ 2.26

County Rate

$ 2.26


Total

$14.56


This is a reduction in the tax rate of $1.90.  

Mert Mann stated that the increase in the Town Tax Rate was created by the additional expenses for a full-time Town Clerk, and an additional full-time Police Officer.  In addition, the Veteran’s Benefit went from $100/year to $500/year creating an additional cost of $57,000 from $14,000 the previous year.  The reduction in the Local School Rate was caused by a drop in the census of students, etc.  

It was noted at this time, there is a $303,000 surplus.    

5. William Miles has requested permission to trap beaver on all Town Property.  

Selectmen signed permit.  

6. Les Hammond reported that Bud Noyes would be having open heart surgery tomorrow. 

7. Mert Mann stated that he has spoken with the Town of Bow Selectmen regarding the police dispatching cost to Dunbarton next year of $50,000.   $50,000 is not necessarily the end result.  

8. Les Hammond reported that Robert Rogers Road is completed.  It looks good.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at 7:50 p.m.  Rene Forcier  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

