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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24,  2006

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled bi-weekly meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Mert Mann, Chairman,  presiding. .  It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.     The following were present: 


Mert Mann, Chairman 


Les Hammond


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

The Selectmen reviewed and signed minutes of the previous meeting prior to the Public Meeting was called to order. 

FLOWERS:

Mert Mann, Chairman, announced that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen and the Town Administrator had been sent a beautiful bouquet of flowers with a note stating “Keep up the Good Work” and signed “A Dunbarton Resident and Taxpayer”.  Our thanks to whomever sent the flowers.  

JEFF NELSON, POLICE CHIEF: 


Commendations:

Chief Jeff Nelson announced that he had several Commendations as follows which he would like to present at the Board of Selectmen’s Meeting.  The following individuals were given Commendations from the Dunbarton Police Department for their initiation and help during the period when Chris, Shaunna and Chief Nelson were in Kentucky at the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies Convention from July 27 – 30, 2006: 

1. Lenny and Beth LaMarca for their initiation and facilitation for the Vera Fogg Wish which they worked on and helped organize.  They even opened their home to host the event.  

2. Neil Nicholson for his help in accepting the responsibility of acting as the ultimate authority within the Command Protocol.   In addition, he helped with the Vera Fogg Wish. 

3. Michael Gorman for his help in accepting the responsibility of acting as an on-call supervisor within the Command Protocol.   In addition, he helped with the Vera Fogg Wish.  

Old Home Day:

Jeff Nelson, Police Chief, reported that Old Home Day is all set.  All the “ground work” has been done.  

Recreation Commission:

Jeff Nelson stated that David Barkie has indicated an interest in serving on the Recreation Committee for the Town.  

Still looking for another member.

MOTION:

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint David Barkie as a Member of the Dunbarton Recreation Committee.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

It was noted for the record that the term for David Barkie will be determined.  

Chief Jeff Nelson stated that he was in the process of getting the Recreation funds (budget)  checkbook out of the “people’s homes” and into the Town Budget System.  This way the Committee would be able to know instantly what the balances, etc. were.   The Committee would be able to break down the appropriation into separate accounts.   This would make much more sense than having someone have to go home and get the checkbook, etc.  

The Auditor has suggested that at least two people be responsible for the “records”.  There would be a Treasurer plus whoever signs the checks. 

Public Safety Building Architectural Study Bid Process:  

Chief Jeff Nelson reported that he and Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, had contacted eleven (11) companies upon request and sent information and guidelines for the Architectural Study.  Received eleven interested parties.  Only two companies submitted all the necessary information with their bid. Decided to eliminate all the other bids because of insufficient information, etc.  The two bids accepted were as follows: 


Dennis Mires


Kaestte Boos Associates

Chief Nelson stated that Dennis Mires had already worked with the Town on the Library Addition and is familiar with the Town.  

Chief Nelson stated that both he and Fire Chief Jon Wiggin strongly recommend that the bid be awarded to Dennis Mires.  This would be our recommendation but the Selectmen would have to approve.  Funds have been allocated at the last Town Meeting. 

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the proposed recommendation from the Police Chief and Fire Chief for the Architectural Study for Dennis Mires to be the accepted bid.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

At this point in the meeting, Les Hammond stated the Board of Selectmen would like to compliment the two chiefs (Police and Fire) on a job well done.  

Dog Plan:

Police Chief Nelson reported that the Police Department would like to have a comprehensive plan for stray dogs.  Would like the Selectmen’s approval.  

1. Would like to be able to build a temporary holding facility for stray dogs.  

2. Fees need to be “bumped” up.  

3. Would like to start using the system as soon as possible because when Cilley’s is closed, there is no place to put the stray dogs.  

4. Have stopped inoculations for rabies for all the officers.  It would only make sense to have only one person to do stray dog pickups.  Some of the officers are not interested in having stray dogs in their vehicles because of fleas, etc.  The temporary holding facility would be to store the dogs for a short period of time until the owner is located.  

5. Presented CAVE memo.  This is an Emergency Plan for stray animals.  

6. Want to make sure the Selectmen are okay with the language.  

7. Fee to owners of stray animals will be $300 to cover expenses, etc.  

8. A stray dog was hit by a car and taken to the animal hospital and the vet called and wanted to know who was going to be paying the bill.  It was an unregistered dog so it was difficult to find the owner.  It should not be the Town’s responsibility to pay the vet bills, etc.  Need to have an agreement. 

9. Would suggest having an Animal Control Officer.  

The Board of Selectmen asked about a Part-Time Animal Control Officer.  

The Chief stated he had been talking with the Chief of New Boston.  The Animal Control Officer would not be in uniform.  He (New Boston) had  two people sharing the responsibility.  They are paid a per diem basis between $25 - $30 for a dog pickup.  In the long run, this would be cost effective.  There is $2,100 allocated for animals this year within the budget.  

The Board of Selectmen pointed out that this line item in the budget was there to replace animals destroyed by dogs, etc.  

Mert Mann, Chairman, suggested that the Board of Selectmen discuss this subject after Labor Day.  Don’t feel we need to do anything this evening.  Will get back to the Police Chief.  

Police Chief Nelson stated he felt they could get donations for the dog storage facility.  

Fire Arms Range: 

Police Chief Nelson stated he had spoken with the Road Agent regarding the possibility of using the Kimball Pond Gravel Pit as a Fire Arms Range in the future.  

The Selectmen stated the road needs to be straightened out from the flooding and the culvert replaced.  They were also concerned that if the Police Department started using it as a firing range, then other people would start using it.  

Police Chief Nelson stated they should put up signs that it is the property of the Town of Dunbarton and for Police Department use only.  Possibly put a gate up also.  

Selectmen advised Police Chief to coordinate with Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, regarding brushing out and leveling off.  Also should put a berm on the side. 

Accreditation:

Police Chief Nelson stated that Dunbarton Police Department was successful in becoming accredited for the New Hampshire Local Government Center (CALEA’s) Recognition Program.  Chief Nelson stated they plan to move onto full accreditation.  Senator Ted Gatsas presented a $500 check .  In addition, he is putting together a Senate Resolution commending the Dunbarton Police Department.  

JUDY PETERSEN:  TOWN COMMON PROJECT UPDATE:

Judy Petersen, Dunbarton Garden Club, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to update the Town Common Project.  She stated that at Old Home Day, they will have three possible locations for the proposed Gazebo.  There will be small tents set up at each location, and residents will be asked to vote for their preference.  The locations will be as follows: 

1. On the south side of the Town Hall. 

2. On the west side in the front of the Town Hall.

3. Between the Town Hall and the Town Offices on the north side of the Town Hall.

Selectmen agreed with the proposal and gave them their blessing.  

KAREN SHEDD, LITTLE LANE:  

Karen Shedd, Little Lane, appeared before the Board to discuss the culvert in front of her house.  She stated that she had read in the Selectmen’s Minutes that the Road Agent had stated the culvert was not on Town Property and therefore not the Town’s responsibility.  She stated the culvert runs under the Town Road and is on Town Property.  

She stated that Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, had looked at the culvert some time ago but had not gotten back to them.  She stated their property is flooded from the culvert.  It has ruined landscaping, etc.  

Mert Mann, Chairman,  stated that they will get Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, to respond to the Shedd’s  and check out the culvert.  

The Board of Selectmen agreed to meet with Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, at the Shedd’s property on Monday, August 28, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. to look at the culvert situation.  

JANICE VANDEBOGART, TOWN ADMINISTRATOR: 

1. Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, presented the Board of Selectmen with the MS-4 form regarding estimated revenues for the Town which is due by September 1, 2006.  

The Board of Selectmen discussed whether there was enough monies set aside for abatements, rebates, etc.  There are still several tax appeals outstanding.  

The Board of Selectmen made no changes to the estimated revenues as listed on the completed MS-4 form.  

2. Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported on the Library Main Door which needs to be replaced. 

After discussion regarding cost, the Board of Selectmen reached a consensus to replace the Library Front door with a custom door the same size as is there presently.  

Les Hammond reported that he had spoken with the Librarian regarding the basement in the Town Hall.  She wants the Town to purchase a dehumidifier.  Les explained that the Town Hall basement will always be damp and that the only way to resolve the problem is to put in screens in the basement windows with an exhaust fan.  

OTHER BUSINESS:

1. It was reported that the roof on the Town Hall needs replacing.  The loose slates have been replaced, etc.  but the contractor reported that the slates are “flaking” and nails are loosen over time and the tiles slide off.  

2. CIP has to be reviewed every year.  

Mert Mann, Chairman, requested Alison Vallieres to ask Stephanie Alexander, Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission to check into updating the CIP and a cost to the Town.  

3. Health Officer:  

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Kyle Parker as Health Officer.  Mert Mann seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a majority vote as follows: 


Forcier – Yes


Mann – Yes


Hammond – Abstained

4. It was reported that Judy Petersen, Dunbarton Garden Club, has requested mulch for next spring for the Town Common.  

The Board of Selectmen agreed that it would be obtained as previously and the Town would pay for it.  

5. Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, requested the following Annual Leave days: 

Tuesday and Wednesday, September 5 and 6, 2006.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen approved Janice’s request for leave. 

6. Selectmen signed Permit to Trap Beaver from Billy Miles.  

7. Capital Area Health Network.  Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported that Tammy Luby would not be able to make the meetings any longer and she will be in to see the Selectmen on September 7th to review the program.  Janice submitted reading material to the Board. 

8. Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen, reported that he went to the Hopkinton High School and Capital Area Public Health Network session.  It was a “brainstorming session” on what would be done in the event of a disaster, etc.  Dunbarton, Bradford, Warner, Webster and Hopkinton residents would all have to go to Hopkinton for inoculations, etc. if necessary.  The subject of busing residents to Hopkinton came up.  Dunbarton’s buses come from Hillsboro County therefore it is unknown at this time if this would even work.  

Mert Mann reported that Patrick “Woody” Bowne and Tammy Luby had also attended the session in Hopkinton.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen

_______________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

