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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, JULY 13,  2006

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled weekly meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Mert Mann, Chairman,  presiding.   It was noted that the meeting  was called to order at 7:13 p.m.    The following were present: 


Mert Mann, Chairman 


Les Hammond


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

Rene Forcier, Selectman, stated that the Selectmen had received two formal complaints from Lori Davis and that the Selectmen will review the two complaints.   Based on this, the following motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously.

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen review the two complaints filed against the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen and will put them on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled Selectmen’s Meeting to be held in two week (July 27, 2006) for review and discussion.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

GENERAL BUSINESS:

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator:

1. Release of funds ($5,000) for Jay Drive to CIMRAY HOMES.  

It was decided to act on this request once the Board of Selectmen had received the Road Agent’s comments later on in the meeting. 

       Janice VandeBogart noted that Kyle Parker and the Planning and Zoning Department had completed an inspection of Jay Drive and observed a monument leaning up against a fence, etc.  (Harris(?) Property).  The Planning and Zoning Department was not concerned because this is something that occurred after the construction was completed, etc.  In addition, there were some ornamental bushes planted within the right of way.  

The Road Agent noted that anything that is done within the right of way to make his job easier was not a problem for him.  

2. Resignations from members of the Recreation Commission

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported that the Town had received formal resignations from the following members of the Recreation Commission: 



Terri Francoeur



Karen Lessard



Jean Leo

It was noted that Kim Vallancourt has agreed to stay on the Recreation Commission in order to help out with the Old Home Day in September.  

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, has called Annie Carney regarding her status on the  Recreation Commission and left a message but has not heard back from her yet. 

Rene Forcier suggested the Board of Selectmen write a note thanking the members of the Recreation Commission who resigned for their time and service.  A letter should also be written to Kim Vallencourt thanking her for her time and service and helping out on Old Home Day for 2006. 

The Board of Selectmen will seek replacements for the members who have resigned. 

MOTION:

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the resignations from the Recreation Commission for Terri Francoeur, Karen Lessard, and Jean Leo.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

3. Ethics Committee Editorial and Article in Bow Times: 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, gave copies to the Selectmen of the Bow Times Editorial and Article which appeared in the Bow Times regarding the Dunbarton Ethics Committee.  The Editorial and Article were very complimentary to Dunbarton and their Ethics, etc. 

Mert Mann, Chairman, commented that it is always nice to hear something good about the Town.  He felt the editorial was a carryover from the previous article re the Ethics Committee which appeared in the Bow Times recently. 

4. Bids: 

Legal: 

It was reported that three bids were received for Legal Services  for the Town of Dunbarton as follows: 

(1) Upton & Hatfield, Concord, NH – Hourly rate of $160

(2) Mitchell & Bates Professional Association, Laconia, NH – Hourly rate of $165 and $150

(3) Wadleigh, Starr & Peters, P.L.L.C. – Hourly rate of $150, $125, and $75

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen noted that the legal bids had been reviewed by all the Selectmen, and they had checked with other Towns.   The consensus of opinion was that Mitchell & Bates Professional Association, Laconia, NH would serve the Town’s legal needs the best.   The following motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously.

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the bid for Legal Services for the Town of Dunbarton from Mitchel & Bates Professional Association, Laconia, NH at an hourly rate of $165 and $150.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

        Printing Bids:

It was reported that two bids were received for Printing Services for the Town of Dunbarton as follows: 

(1) Sir Speedy, Manchester NH - $3,965.25 for Town Reports with additional charge for photos and paste ups at $7.50 each.  Ballots:  White $81.20 and Color $89.00

(2) Speedy Printing, Concord, NH - $4,390.00 with color photos, without color photos $4,000.00.   Ballots:  One side $.025 per side includes folding (1000) ballots, two sided - $50.00

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported that Sir Speedy had been the vendor in the past with good results.  She would recommend continuing with them. 

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen continue the services of Sir Speedy, Manchester, NH for printing.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Building Maintenance: 

Only one bid was received for Building Maintenance as follows: 

(1) Kyle Parker - $35/hour

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept Kyle Parker’s bid of $35/hour for Building Maintenance.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Equipment Rental: 

The Board of Selectmen noted that three bids were received for Equipment Rental as follows: 

(1) Simon Audet, Dunbarton, NH – Sander/plowing:  $10.00 labor, $65.00 machine

(2) Jeff Crosby, Dunbarton, NH 

a. Ten Wheeler Dump Truck               $10.00 Labor, $50.00 machine

b. Excavator – large 

       $10.00 labor, $115.00 machine

c. Excavator – Small

       $10.00 labor,  $85.00 machine

d. Backhoe/Loader
                     $10.00 labor,  $75.00 machine

e. Bulldozer – Large

       $10.00 labor, $115.00 machine

f. Bulldozer – Small

       $10.00 labor, $75.00 machine

(3) Jan W. VandeBogart, Sr., Dunbarton, NH 

a.  Tri Axle Dump Truck 

       $10.00 labor, $60.00 machine

b.  Excavator


       $10.00 labor, $85.00 machine

c.  Loader – 8 yd. Bucket

       $10.00 labor, $70.00 machine

d.  Bulldozer – D-8 
 
       $10.00 labor, $165.00 machine

e.  Tractor/Broom


       $10.00 labor, $65.00 machine

f.  Backhoe/loader 

       $10.00 labor, $60.00 machine

The Board of Selectmen noted that Simon Audet’s bid only related to winter snowplowing.  Simon Audet will continue doing snowplowing and his bid does not apply to the present bids, etc.  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept both Jeff Crosby and Jan VandeBogart, Sr.’s bids for equipment as bid.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Plumbing:

The Board of Selectmen noted that two bids for Plumbing were received as follows: 

(1) Jay’s Plumbing & Heating, Dunbarton, NH - $100 per hour

(2) Dunbarton Fuel Service, Inc., Dunbarton, NH - $60.00 per hour

MOTION:

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept Dunbarton Fuel Service, Inc.  bid for Plumbing at $60.00 per hour.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Electric: 

Bids were received for Electric as follows: 

(1) All Wired Up, Manchester, NH - $50/ hour

(2) Hammer Electric, Hillsboro, NH - $50/hour

MOTION:

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen not accept either of the two bids received for electrical work and do it on an as needed basis.   Mert Mann seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Selectmen noted there is a light on the Selectmen’s door which needs to be fixed.  

Heating Oil: 

Bids were received as follows: 

(1) Mansfield Oil Company – No bid

(2) Dunbarton Fuel Service, Inc., Dunbarton, NH - $2.399 per gallon

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the bid from Dunbarton Fuel Service, Inc. for Heating Oil.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Heating System Maintenance:  

Only one bid was received for Heating System Maintenance as follows: 

(1) Dunbarton Fuel Service, Inc., Dunbarton, NH - $60.00 per hour, ½ hour response

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton board of Selectmen accept the bid from Dunbarton Fuel Service for Heating System Maintenance.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Gasoline: 

The Board of Selectmen noted that no bids were received for either Unleaded Gasoline or Diesel Fuel. 

The Board of Selectmen noted that Draper has been doing the job, and they would recommend continuing with Draper. 

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Town of Dunbarton stay with our current supplier which is Draper of Wilton, NH for both Gasoline and Diesel Fuel.  Rene Forcer seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

5. Town Office Sign:

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, presented a sign to the Board of Selectmen for their acceptance for the Town Offices which she had painted.  She used part of one of the old doors which was taken out of the Town Office and painted it herself.  Kyle Parker has said he would be able to put brackets on it and use one of the 4” x 4” posts which is available to hang it.  

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen approve the sign and have Kyle Parker hang it.  Mert Mann seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

The Selectmen thanked Janice VandeBogart for a nice job.  

6. Donna Dunn – Memorial  Daffodils:

Selectmen noted that Donna Dunn had sent an e-mail regarding receiving the Selectmen’s permission for the Dunbarton Garden Club to plant Memorial Daffodils in Memory of John Swindlehurst at the Fire House.  There will be at least 100 daffodils plus whatever additional ones people want to donate.  She has reviewed this with Fire Chief Jon Wiggin and has his approval.  

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen approve the planting of daffodils in memory of John Swindlehurst at the Fire House.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

7. POD Meeting in Hopkinton/ 8/9/06:

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported that there will be a POD meeting to be held in Hopkinton at the High School on Wednesday, August 9, 2006 between 10-12 noon.  In the event there is a flu epidemic, there are certain “points of dispersal” which must be adhered to.  People in Dunbarton will have to go to Hopkinton to get shots, etc.  

The Board of Selectmen, Fire Chief and Police Chief are invited to attend and look over the area to see if it is suitable, etc.  

Tammy Luby is coordinating and also on the Committee.  If needed, she can explain to the Fire, Police and Board of Selectmen. 

8. Vacations: 

(1) Patrick “Woody” Bowne has brought is a new vacation slip for the Selectmen to sign which represents the correct time off.  He was unable to take his approved vacation because of the problem with the Compactor at the Transfer Station.  Selectmen signed slip. 

(2) Janice VandeBogart asked to withdraw her previously approved vacation time for the coming week of July 17- 21, 2006 because there was too much work in the Town Office to be done.  In addition, the Board of Assessors is having a meeting on Tuesday.  She will take time at a later date. 

Selectmen approved the withdrawal of the previously approved vacation time for Janice VandeBogart. 

9. Refund Check from Vision Appraisal: 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported that Vision Appraisal has given the Town of Dunbarton a Refund Check in the amount of $8,125 along with two free years of computer technical services which has a value of $7,800 for a total value of $15,925.  This is to cover the costs for the mistake made within the computer program for unfinished attics, etc.  

10. Signs:

(1) The Goffstown School Music Department wants to put a sign on the Town Common for two plays which are coming up.  The signs will be “sandwich” boards and free standing.  One of the plays is “Once on this island Junior” which will be held on July 21, 2006 and the other one is “Chicago” which will be held on July 28 and 29, 2006.  Both will be held at the High School. 

They will remove the signs immediately after the last day of each play. 



MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen allow the Goffstown School Music Department to place signs up and take them down immediately after the plays are over.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

(2) Lee Clifford, Betty Clark’s daughter, Estate of Betty Clark, has asked permission to have the Auctioneer of the Mooney/Clark property place signs directing to the Auction in August.  They are requesting permission to place signs at Pages Corner, Town Common, Country Store and on property owned by Earl Jones for which he has already given his permission for.  There will also be two “Open Houses” prior to the Auction.  

The Open House Signs would be allowed for the actual day and the day before, etc.  They must be taken down at night.  With regard to signs on State Right of Ways, the State Ordinance/Town Ordinance would prevail, whichever was more stringent.  

Janice VandeBogart reported that the heirs of Betty Clark/Mooney had donated a desk and chair to the Town Offices. 

JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT:  

1. Road Salt Bids: 

It was reported that the Town of Dunbarton had received bids for Road Salt as follows: 

a. Eastern Minerals, Inc. Lowell, Ma - $51.93/ton

b. Morton Salt, Chicago, IL - $49.98/Ton (Town has had bad experience with Morton)

c. Eastern Salt Company, North Chelmsford, MC - $48.75/ton

d. International Salt Company, Clarks Summit, PA - $45.34/ton

e. American Rock Salt, Mt. Morris, NY - $54.59/ton

f. Granite State Minerals, Portsmouth, NH - $42.17/ton

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the bid for Road Salt from Granite State Minerals, Portsmouth, NH at $42.17/ton.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

2. Paving Bids: 

Brox Industries was the only paving bid received.  The Road Agent reported that Pike Industries had not bid in time but were still interested.  

a. Brox Industries, 1471 Methuen Square, Dracut, MA 01826 bid $51.00/ton for asphalt delivered and laid. 

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, noted that the price is directly related to liquid asphalt from DOT and will be changing.  

Based on the above information, the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen agreed to rebid the paving with a shorter time frame ending December 31, 2006.  Janice VandeBogart will get the new request for bidding out with an ending within the next two weeks.  

3. Release of Funds for Jay Drive:  

a. Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that he had reviewed the letter written by Don Mayo, Town Engineer, regarding Jay Drive.   Don Mayo was satisfied with the project.   Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he felt we should release the funds ($5,000) to CIMRAY HOMES, Inc. for Jay Drive. 

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen release the $5,000 funds remaining for Jay Drive to CIMRAY HOMES, Inc.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

4.  North Woods:

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated there was still some outstanding issues with North Woods Road Project.  They still have to put a coat of pavement and some other miscellaneous work.  

5.   FEMA:

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, reported that he had met again with a different FEMA representative this past week.  It is highly unlikely that the Town of Dunbarton will be paid 75% of the cost of replacing the Kimball Pond Culvert with a larger one.  The only thing FEMA will pay 75% is to replace the culvert with the same size culvert as was previously there.  They will not consider sharing in the cost to upgrade.  

Mert Mann asked what the increased cost to the Town would be if we put in the larger culvert.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that the larger culvert cost would be estimated to be $75,000 and to replace the culver with the same size as was there previously is between $15,000 - $20,000 plus the fact that FEMA will only cost share at 75% for the smaller culvert.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, asked the Board of Selectmen whether they should plan to replace the culvert with a larger one which will cost $75,000 and FEMA will not cost share or go back to Plan B which is use the old pipe at a lesser cost.  

After discussion, the following motion was made with regard to replacement of the culvert on Kimball Pond Road: 

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen replace the Kimball Pond culvert back the way it was prior to the flooding.  Mert Mann seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

5. GRADER:  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, reported that he had located a Used Grader for Sale from the Town of Antrim.  They are asking $45,000 but it needs some work.  It needs to be  sandblasted and repainted, etc. at an estimated cost of over $5,000.   The grader will be available by August or the first of September 2006 when the Town of Antrim gets the replacement.  

Jeff Crosby stated that the grader is a Caterpillar and is within the price range we have been looking for including the repairs, etc.  

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen authorize the purchase of the Grader at a cost of $45,000, arrange to have it sandblasted and repainted, and purchase emergency lights, brakes, etc. up to a total cost of $75,000.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

The Selectmen  noted the Grader should be picked up and delivered directly to the Caterpillar dealership to have the work done.  

The Town  will advertise the old grader in the State Auction in October along with the old cruiser and the Transfer Station Vehicle. 

THERESA & PAUL SCHUMACHER:  ETHICS COMPLAINT: 

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen, summarized the reason the Schumacher’s were here at the Selectmen’s Meeting as follows:  

1. The Schumacher’s  have a complaint about the Temporary Sign Ordinance and a conflict of interest .

2. The Schumacher’s have appeared before the Ethics Committee and were told by the Ethics Committee that they needed to go back to the Board of Selectmen.  The Ethics Committee stated they had no jurisdiction over the Temporary Sign Ordinance.  

3. The Ethics Committee does have jurisdiction over the “conflict of interest” allegation that  the Schumacher’s allege in their complaint but they need to appear before the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen prior to appearing before the Ethics Committee in order to “exhaust all other avenues of relief available to them within our town government”.

4. The Schumacher’s are in the process of selling their home and basically want to put a sign at the top of Barnard Hill on private property.  They heard from a Selectman that this was not allowed.  The Selectman stated that putting a sign on the top of Barnard Hill Road was in violation of the Temporary Sign Ordinance.  The landowner who owns the land where the sign would be put up has given permission for the sign.  

5. The realtor has spoken with Les Hammond and asked if the sign could be posted at the end of the road.  The Schumacher’s also wanted to know if the sign could be posted on private property if the owner of the property granted permission.  

Mr. And Mrs. Schumacher stated that there is a Burchell Realty Sign advertising a house on Story Hill Road on Route 13.  They stated this sign is not on the same parcel as the property for sale.  Mr. Schumacher stated that they were told the sign had to be on the same parcel as the For Sale parcel.   They stated that the Temporary Sign Ordinance states as follows: 

“5.  Signs shall be placed only on the lot on which the use of the establishment being advertised by the sign is being conducted.”  

Les Hammond responded that the owner of the larger parcel with frontage on Route 13 is the same owner as the smaller parcel which is for sale, therefore does not apply to the Temporary Sign Ordinance regulation.  

Mr. Schumacher stated there is a large Stinson Hills Sign advertising homes which has been up for well over a year now.  How is this allowed within the Temporary Sign Ordinance?

The Board of Selectmen noted that the Stinson Hills Sign is on part of the property of the entire project.  This was an entire project that was approved through the Planning Board, etc. 

Les Hammond stated that with regard to Open House Signs, he has given permission to have them up for one or two days and the owner taking them down immediately after the Open House is done.  He stated the Schumacher’s would be able to do this with their Open House.  

Mrs. Schumacher stated there are RSA’s that relate to signs on public right of ways but this is private land we are trying to put the sign on.  She stated that the Temporary Sign Ordinance should not relate to private property.  The RSA 47:17 relates to the “use of public way”.  The only other ordinance would be the RSA that covers unincorporated towns, of which Dunbarton is not.  Dunbarton was incorporated in 1765.  She stated the Selectmen only have jurisdiction on public ways, and not private ownership, etc.  

Mert Mann stated the Board of  Selectmen need more information before making a decision.  The issue seems to be whether the Temporary Sign Ordinance covers private lands as well as public ways.  

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen, stated you can now go back to the Ethics Committee and talk about whatever issues you have.   

Rene Forcier stated the problem seems to be the “private property” issue.  

Mrs. Schumacher stated there seems to be a “lot of conflict of interest” on the Ethics Committee also.  Nick Holmes, Chairman,  recused himself from the Committee on this issue and there were other members who stated they would also.  

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen, stated you are now able to go back to the Ethics Committee as to the validity of putting a Temporary sign up on a private piece of property.  You can now go back to the Ethics Committee and talk about whatever issues you have.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at 9:20 p.m. Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

__________________________________

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen

_______________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

