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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, MAY 4,  2006

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled weekly meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Mert Mann, Chairman,  presiding. .  It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present: 


Mert Mann, Chairman 


Les Hammond


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

GENERAL BUSINESS:

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator: 


Arts and Crafts Festival, May 6 & 7 and May 15 & 16, 2006

1. Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported that she had received a telephone call from Pat Murphy, who lives in the former Merrill home, regarding whether the Selectmen would approve of overflow parking for the Arts and Crafts Festival in the Town Parking Lot for the two weekends of May 6-7 and May 15-16, 2006.  The hours of the Festival are 9 am – 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday of each weekend.  

Selectmen agreed that they have no restrictions on parking in the Town Parking Lot.  Janice will call her to notify her it is alright for overflow parking, etc. 

2. Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported that the old Dodge Truck from the Transfer Station will be sold at auction.  The Surplus Property  Fall Auctions usually bring more money so the Town should  plan on putting the Dodge truck in the Fall Auction instead of the spring one.  Whether the truck goes in the spring or fall makes no difference with regard to insurance, etc.  

Selectmen agreed that the Transfer Station Dodge Truck should be put in the Fall Surplus Property auction.  

3. Presented a Road Release Form for the former Drobat/Hayward Property (now Smith) signed by owners releasing the Town of all liability because it is on a Class VI Road.  Selectmen signed Road Release Form.  

4. Alison Vallieres reported that Ted Vallieres had briefly looked at the Transfer Station Electrical problems, but Woody was not at the Transfer Station at the time. He would suggest that a measuring of AMP’s be done instead of voltage.  (Public Service Company is doing a measuring of voltage of which the report has not yet come back.)  There is a possibility that lower amperage would result in the problems with the Compactor.  Ted Vallieres will try to get in contact with Patrick (Woody) Bowne to look at the system in the near future.  

5. Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen had agreed that Les Hammond will replace Charles (Chuck) Graybill as Selectmen’s representative on the Kuncannowet Town Forest Committee with a term ending March 2008.  

6. Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported  that Mike Lessard notified her that he had three printers available for free which were donated by the company he worked for.  The printers will be distributed to Town as follows: 

One printer to the Fire Department

One printer to the Police Department

One printer to the Town Offices

7. Selectmen review letter received from Don Mayo, Town Engineer, regarding the Chan proposed sub-division road. 

8. Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported that the Board of Assessors was up for review by Department of Revenue Administration.  DRA will come and look at all the records including exemptions for Elderly, etc. and make sure we do everything the way we are supposed to.  They will randomly pick 15 properties and physically assess them to make sure the assessment is done properly.  Have to show them all the records.  They will spend two to three days here randomly checking the records.  This is part of the law which was passed a few years ago regarding the State School Tax to make sure all Towns are on the “same page” as to how they deal with exemptions.  

Janice also reported that the two churches have not signed their exemption forms.  The Board of Assessors has the right to refuse to give them their exemption if the forms are not signed.  We need to make sure the forms are signed.   She reported that the Historical Society has already completed their exemption form and turned it in.  

Les Hammond will follow through to make sure that both churches sign and file their exemption forms as soon as possible.  

9. National Flood Insurance Program communication received. It was passed along to the Emergency Management Committee.   It was noted there are several properties in Dunbarton that are within the Flood Plain.   

10. Mert Mann reported that he had spoken with Brett St. Claire of the Ethics Committee regarding a recent complaint.  He noted that Nick Holmes had stepped down from the Committee on that particular complaint.  Mert Mann stated that the Ethics Committee should make sure that when complaints are received, that all avenues  have been exhausted BEFORE the complainant goes to the Ethics Committee with a complaint.  One of the avenues is that the complainant has met with the Board of Selectmen, etc.  The complaint should be submitted in writing to the Selectmen giving the Selectmen the opportunity to review the complaint prior to having a “full blown public meeting” for something that might have no substance or not have “exhausted all avenues including a meeting with the Selectmen, etc.”.   This should be established prior to any public meetings, etc.  

DONNA DUNN, TOWN COMMON PROJECT: 

Donna Dunn, Treasurer, Town Common Project, appeared before the Board of Selectmen with an update on the Town Common Project.  She reported there is presently $46,564 in the fund.  

She noted the following: 

1. There is no deadline which to adhere to.  The project can be completed within any time frame. 

2. The Committee has spoken with Porter Weeks, a Landscape Architect, who is willing to work on working up a plan of the Town Common with a proposed bandstand.  His friend is also a Landscape Architect who will be working with him.  He has a connection with Dunbarton because he grew up here.  His parents, Peter and Barbara Weeks have indicated they will also help with some of the projects.  

3. Donna Dunn reported that most of the landscaping will be “labor donated”.  

4. She stated she had reviewed all the photos of the Hadley/Tucker Collection with regard to the old Bandstand on the Town Common and its previous location, etc.  

5. Has spoken with Mike Poirier, and he has stated he will consider the project if it falls within his time frame.  

6. Selectmen recommended there be several different concepts and locations for the bandstand.  The Town Residents could review these concepts at the following functions: 

Memorial Day Function

Old Home Day in September

Town Meeting

7. The big question will be the location for the proposed Bandstand.  (Where on the Town Common?)

a. The possibility of attaching a bandstand to the north side of the Town Hall was discussed.  This would allow for plays, etc. with a changing area within the Town Hall.  The Selectmen suggested that this concept be considered also.  

b. Les Hammond suggested a possible location would be where the present third room of the Town Offices is located.  There is also the possibility of moving the bandstand to another location once it is up.  

8. The Committee was formed in July 2000.  Originally had a goal of $50,000 of which they are very close to.  

9. The location for the Bandstand will be voted either up or down at Town Meeting.  There will be three opportunities to receive input from the residents.  

10.   Will need a Warrant Article because the Bandstand will be a Town Building.  

HEALTH OFFICER:

Donna Meuse submitted a list of duties for Health Officers.  She indicated she would be interested in the position of Health Officer.  


The Board of Selectmen made no decision with regard to the position of Health Officer.  

EEE AND WEST NILE VIRUS:

Mert Mann, Chairman, reported that he had made sure there is a link on the Town Web Site which lists guidelines from the Health and Human Services Department with regard to EEE & West Nile Virus.  

The Selectmen agreed that they were not in favor of spraying pesticides within Dunbarton to combat mosquitoes, etc.  Spraying pesticides is very expensive and probably not something the residents of Dunbarton would be in favor of.  

Mert Mann noted he had discovered a Town in Maine who was importing Dragon Fly larvae to take care of the mosquito population.  The Town in Maine has spent a small amount each year to promote dragon flies which are a predator of mosquitoes.  This has been quite effective and something the Town of Dunbarton should consider.  He will check into the source, etc.  

Les Hammond indicated there were also bracelets which emit the sound of a female dragon fly to keep mosquitoes away, etc.  

The Selectmen agreed they would like to approach the problem with biological measures such as the Dragon flies instead of pesticides.  There are bats that eat mosquitoes also.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at 8:20 p.m.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen

_______________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

