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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, MARCH 30,  2006

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled weekly meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Mert Mann, Chairman, presiding.  It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.   The following were present: 


Mert Mann,  Chairman


Les Hammond

Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence,  signed checks, and reviewed and signed minutes prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

GENERAL BUSINESS: 


Town Hall Roof Repairs:

1. Les Hammond reported that he had been in touch with Frank Iberger, FBI, regarding possible repairs on the Town Hall Roof.  Mr. Iberger will make an inspection of the roof and give an estimate for repairs.  

APPOINTMENTS: 


Town Common Project Committee:  


MOTION:

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Joanne Johnson to the Town Common Project Committee for a one year term ending in March 2007.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Planning Board: 

MOTION:

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Brian Nordle, Kenneth Swayze and Alison Vallieres as full-time members of the Planning Board for three years with a term ending in March 2009,  and Terry Swain as an Alternate to the Planning Board for a three year term ending in March 2009.  Mert Mann seconded the motion.  

Board Discussion: 

Les Hammond stated he did not feel we should reappoint Kenneth Swayze to the Planning Board.  He is the Building Inspector and should not be on this Board.  Ken is going over the plans and then is voting on them.  He is Building Inspector, and I don’t feel he should be on the Planning Board.  

Mert Mann stated he did not see a conflict with Ken Swayze being on the Planning Board.  The Planning Board has suggested we reappoint all these members to the Planning Board.  

Les Hammond stated it is the Selectmen’s responsibility to appoint, not the Planning Board’s.  

Rene Forcier stated we should ask Ken how he feels.  I, myself, don’t feel there is any conflict.  

Ken Swayze stated this is nothing but a “smoke screen” and distraction.  Mr. Hammond should not be acting on these appointments.  He works in this Town. He stands to gain benefits from the decisions of the Planning Board and sells a lot of land for one of the builders who has subdivisions acted upon by the Planning Board, and who is also on the Planning Board himself.  He should not have voted on appointing me as Building Inspector.  The Town has legal action, at this time,  against his (Mr. Hammond’s) employer.  As Building Inspector, I don’t review Planning Board plans.  

Les Hammond stated that Bruce Vaal was required to attend Planning Board Meetings.  We paid him so he could go to these meetings and be informed.   You are right.  I do sell land in this Town.  I don’t have any say on this Board.  You take it to the Ethics Board if you want.  Bruce Vaal very rarely came to any Planning Board Meetings.  I see a lot of stuff not getting done that should be getting done.  

Mert Mann stated again that he did not see any conflict with these appointments.  This does not need any further research.  

The motion passed by a majority vote as follows: 


Mann – Yes


Forcier – Yes


Hammond – No

Historical Awareness Committee:

MOTION

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Rebecca Rolke, Deborah Jore, and Kenneth Swayze to the Historical Awareness Committee for a three year term ending in March 2009.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission: 

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Kenneth Swayze and Rene Forcier to the Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission for one year with a term ending in March 2007.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Town Forest Committee Honorary Member:

MOTION:

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint John Swindlehurst as an Honorary Member of the Town Forest Committee.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Building Inspector:

At this point in the meeting, Kenneth Swayze stated he wished to be unappointed as Building Inspector.  

Mert Mann confirmed the fact that this request was part of the previous discussion when Ken had originally submitted his resignation as Building Inspector.    He had previously given the Selectmen his notice a year ago and agreed to stay on as needed per the Selectmen’s  request.  

Mert Mann, Chairman, stated the Board of Selectmen would not be acting on Mr. Swayze’s request this evening.  Will be acted upon at another meeting.  

PATRICK (WOODY) BOWNE, TRANSFER STATION: 


New Employee:

1. Patrick Bowne stated that he had placed an ad in the paper and received three applications.  He chose the one person he felt was the best because of prior experience.  Starting wage is $8.50/hr. Employee will be working between 8 and 16 hours a week.  The employee would also be available for the Highway Department if needed.   Will be able to start work after having a physical next week.  

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen approve the hiring of Edward J. Emond, Sr. for the position of Laborer at the Transfer Station contingent upon passing the appropriate physical.   Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Update on Pump:

1. Spoke with electrician again this week.  We should move the converter.  He doesn’t feel moving the converter is going to solve the problem.  He believes it is the actual motor that is the problem.  The compactor is not “packing” the way it should.  They will work it out between the Town’s electrician, Atlantic, etc.  

Les Hammond stated that we did not go by the factory recommendations.  Therefore they will not back it up.  We don’t have three phase electricity.  Has been a power issue from day one.  

Rene Forcier asked if Atlantic had given us anything in writing regarding the unit.  Woody will look to see if there is any paperwork in the files.  

C&D Waste:

1. Presently working on a change in the fee schedule for C&D Waste. The problem is where we

       are dumping our C&D.  “Pressure Treated” is a real problem.  Presently, they allow 1/5 of a

       load to be dumped at the usual rate.  Last load cost $700.  Don’t feel there was 1/5 of sheet

       rock in the load.  Woody has requested looking at the load prior to being charged the higher 

       rate.    Typically, most of the sheet rock is old construction not new.  

HISTORICAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE: 


Les Hammond reported on the recent meeting of the Historical Awareness Committee as follows: 

1. Recent book sales have been slow.  Ken Swayze will check to see if books can be sold at Gibson’s Book Store.  Are looking for other ways to sell the books.

2. Historical Awareness Committee members will start going through old Town records in the Vault to see what should be preserved.  Will be either April 8 or April 22 at the Town Offices.  In addition, there are old books which were given to the Town by the Library.  Possibility of selling or auctioning these off.

3. Need to discuss possible needs for a Commercial Size Vault.  There are Town Clerk Records, Historical Records, Town Records, etc.  

KENNETH SWAYZE, BUILDING DEPARTMENT:

Chan Property/Subdivision:

Ken Swayze brought up an issue on land given to the Town by the Chan’s which has an old cellar site on it.  At this point, Ken Swayze asked the Selectmen how this land was to be used.  There are no restrictions on the land.  It includes a former gravel pit and forestry land.  It consists of 40-50 acres.  The Chan’s did not have to give it to the Town but they did.  

Mert Mann stated that the land was always to be deeded to the Town of Dunbarton not the Conservation Commission.  

Jacqueline Drive:

Ken Swayze reported there are still problems with the plans for Jacqueline Drive.  The as-built plan that was given to him by Michel Belanger is different than the one which is recorded at the Registry of Deeds.  There is a difference between the signed plan and the plan Mr. Belanger gave us.  There are also problems with some of the deeds.  Mr. Belanger is referred to as “unmarried” in some of the deeds.  We have got to do this right.  Mr. Hammond has a piece of land up there and Mr. Lane also owns land up there .   I need to know how to proceed.  The following problems need to be addressed: 

1. The difference in the plans submitted from the filed ones at the Registry

2. Deeds

3. Drainage issues

4. Jacques Belanger needs to do some work on the final plan.    

Ken Swayze stated the Town did the guard rails.  Jeff Crosby cut trees on the corner.  The road bounds should be done.  Town still has money for these issues.   

LIONS CLUB:

Les Hammond reported that he had attended the Meeting with the Lions Club.  They are looking for projects to do.   100% of what the Lions Club takes in is given to the Blind.  

7:45 p.m.  At this point in the meeting, a short recess was declared because the next appointment scheduled for 8:00 p.m. was not present.  

8:00 p.m.  - BRETT ST. CLAIRE AND LARRY COOK, DUNBARTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION: 

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen, noted that Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, had done research on roads.  You cannot put locked gates on Class VI roads.  You can put gates up, but cannot lock them.  

Brett St. Claire and Larry Cook, Conservation Commission, discussed the possibility of putting up gates but not locked gates on Kimball Pond just off Kimball Pond Road to allow for 3-4 cars.  .  This might keep some people out.  This is the type of special place you could put up signs.  This would alleviate the problem for hunters.  They would still be able to move the gate and drive in.  There could be a sign which stated “Public Welcome, Please close gate after entering”.  

Noted an example of misuse is that someone dumped off 2 five gallons cans of solvent.  The gates would be a deterrent.  Should put a sign that this is Public Property.  

At this point, Whipple Road was not included in the discussion about gates.  

OTHER BUSINESS:  

New Hampshire Preservation Alliance:

Selectmen noted that Sue England has applied for a “Tax Reduction”  for preservation of her existing barn through the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance.  

Capital Area Public Health Network Agreement: 

Mert Mann noted that he had signed the Capital Area Public Health Network Agreement.  There is no expense to the Town.  Will give a copy to the Fire Chief.  

Town Meeting Passed Articles: 

1. Les Hammond stated that the Board of Selectmen should start outlining the things passed at Town Meeting and start work on them.  

2.  Selectmen will be appointing a Committee to review SB2. 

3.  Three contractors will be doing a walk through for renovations to the Town Offices.  Will report back to the Selectmen by next Wednesday.  

4.  Les Hammond reported that vents from the Town Hall are falling out.  Also the Town Hall

                   Sign needs to be refurbished.  Possibility of having the contractors look at these two items also.  

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at 8:30 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Rene Forcier.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen

_______________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

