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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16,  2006

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled weekly meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Chairman Charles (Chuck) Graybill  presiding.  It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  The following were present: 


Charles (Chuck) Graybill, Chairman


Mert Mann 


Les Hammond


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

Rene Forcier, Candidate for Selectmen, introduced himself to the Board and was in attendance at the meeting.  

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

The Selectmen signed and approved the minutes of the previous Selectmen’s Meeting of  February 9, 2006 prior to the opening of the meeting.  

The Board of Selectmen, Town of Dunbarton, signed the Town Warrant for March 2006 and the MS6 Proposed Operating Budget for the Town of Dunbarton.  

SENATOR TED GATSAS AND HANNAH FOSTER TO DISCUSS CROSSWALK ON ROUTE 13:

Senator Ted Gatsas and Hannah Foster appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the possibility of putting in a crosswalk on Route 13.  

Senator Gatsas stated he was the Senator for District 16 which encompasses Dunbarton, Bow, Hooksett and Manchester District 1, 2 and 12.  On December 23, 2005 he had received a letter from Hannah Foster of Dunbarton regarding the proposed crosswalk.  She had stated she felt it would be appropriate for a cross walk across Route 13 because it was a busy place and people walked across Route 13.  Felt it was only appropriate to see what she was looking for.  This would be a safety issue for crossing the street.  

Selectmen noted they had a previous request for a crosswalk from the Congregational Church back in August 2000.  They had requested a crosswalk from the Church to the Parking Lot.  The Selectmen gave Senator Gatsas a copy of the Department of Transportation’s reply.  (attached)  In addition, Diane Mullen had requested a crosswalk across from the Telephone Company.  

At this point in the discussion, Senator Gatsas stated he would like to turn the discussion over to Hannah Foster to explain the situation.  Hannah Foster stated the following: 

“Me and many other kids cross Route 13 towards the Dunbarton Community Library to get to the school.  Everything’s at Dunbarton Elementary.  The Screaming Eagle’s Softball, Soccer and basketball teams meet there.  Halloween, Christmas, Potluck Suppers and Town Meetings are held there.  Our gym also serves as the Community Center.  So lots of people cross in one same spot to get to the mentioned events. 

In the mornings, adults are driving across Route 13 at the same time kids are walking to school.  So I think a crosswalk should be painted across Route 13 to the Dunbarton Community Library.  This would ensure the safety of everyone going to the school, and it would benefit the community.  I think more people would walk if we had safer conditions.  Then, kids would be more active and take up less spaces on the school bus.” 

Senator Ted Gatsas stated he would certainly advocate for the community for a safe crossing for children.  Stated he noticed there is an Article on the Town Warrant for Grant monies for improvements for the Town Common area.  

Charles Graybill stated there were concerns about putting a cross walk close to the bottom of the hill.  DOT has looked at the situation, and they noted that with regard to Tucker Hill Development, they considered it to be an unsafe intersection.  Stated he was not sure what the Police Chief would have to say about the proposed crosswalk.  

Senator Gatsas stated that if children are doing it now without any crosswalk, whatever we can do as a safety measure would be good.  Because other older children are crossing there, the younger ones also are crossing.  I think it is something we should at least take a look at.  I am willing to work with the community if they want me to.  

Mert Mann stated that in a month we will know if the Town accepts the grant for the improvements.  

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator: 


NIMS Meeting:  

1. Tammy Lupa, on behalf of the Fire Chief, would like to let the Selectmen know that on Monday, March 20, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the Fire Station there will be a NIMS (National Incident Management System) under the FEMA Homeland Security.  

They would like to have either one or all of the Selectmen to attend.  

Charles (Chuck) Graybill stated that Mert Mann would be the Selectmen to attend.  

Town Report: 

2. Stated that she brought the final Town Report to the printers.  Next week they will load it onto the Dunbarton Web Site.  

Stated she just wanted to say that Janet did an excellent job.  Stated she gave her all the credit.  She did very well.  

The Selectmen gave Janet a hearty thank you from the Board of Selectmen.  

CTAP (Widening of  Interstate 93) :

3. Les Hammond reported that he had been unable to attend the CTAP (Widening of Interstate 93) because the meetings occur on Thursday evenings when the Dunbarton Selectmen meet.  He stated he did receive the books.  

At this point in the meeting, Charles (Chuck) Graybill made the following motion: 

MOTION: 

Charles (Chuck) Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen go into non-public session under RSA 91-A:3 to discuss welfare issues at 7:30 p.m.   Mert Mann seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with the following roll call vote: 


Graybill – Yes


Mann – Yes


Hammond – Yes

NO DECISIONS OR MOTIONS WERE MADE DURING THE NON-PUBLIC SESSION. 

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the non-public session under RSA 91-A:3 to discuss welfare issues at 7:52 p.m.   Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with the following roll call vote:


Graybill – Yes


Mann – Yes


Hammond – Yes

PUBLIC HEARING:  TEMPORARY SIGN ORDINANCE: 

Charles (Chuck) Graybill opened the Public Hearing regarding the Temporary Sign Ordinance as proposed.    He immediately turned the Public Hearing over to Les Hammond, Selectman, who proposed the Ordinance.   Les Hammond stated this ordinance was based on the Sign Ordinance for the Town of Hampstead.  He noted this did not apply to political signs as they are governed by a separate RSA.  

Les Hammond read the proposed Temporary Sign Ordinance as follows: 




TEMPORARY SIGN ORDINANCE

1. Political signs shall be governed in accordance with RSA 664:17. 

2. Signs offering property for sale or rent are permitted. 

3. Temporary signs advertising a town, local or private function including yard sales, band concerts and the like are permitted. 

4. Signs shall be placed not earlier than 4 weeks prior to the event and shall be removed within 7 days after the event. 

5. Signs shall be placed only on the lot on which the use of the establishment being advertised by the sign is being conducted. 

6. Off-premises signs are prohibited. 

7. Violators will be subject to a fine not to exceed $1,000.00 for each violation. 

Charles (Chuck) Graybill noted that the Building Inspector was going to be the Code Enforcer of this Ordinance.  

Public Comments: 

Alison Vallieres asked if this would mean that Town signs such as Church Suppers, Old Home Day, etc. would not be allowed on her property according to item 5.  She would suggest adding an item stating that Town signs would be exempt from this ordinance.  

Les Hammond suggested  adding an item 8. which would state as follows: 

8.  Signs advertising for Town of Dunbarton functions are exempt from this ordinance.  

Lori Davis asked if this would mean that the large sign by Stinson Hills Development should be taken down.  

It was noted that signs are allowed on property owned by the person putting the sign up.  

Rene Forcier stated that wouldn’t it make sense just to take the word “town” out of Item 3.  


There being no further comments from the public, the following motion was made: 


MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Public Hearng for the Temporary Sign Ordinance be closed.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Town of Dunbarton, Board of Selectmen, adopt the Temporary Sign Ordinance as presented with the amendment of Item 8.  Mert Mann seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

BRETT ST. CLAIRE, CONSERVATION COMMISSION: 

Brett St. Claire, Conservation Commission, stated he wanted to update the Selectmen on the Whipple Road because there is a Warrant Article for 2006 which got turned down in 2005.  This year he stated he is not going on vacation during Town Meeting, therefore will be able to explain the Warrant Article.  

Brett St. Claire stated they had held a Public Hearing and have received input from the abutters (Amarosa and LaBranch).  Have come up with a solution that everyone is happy with.  The road currently is a Class VI Road and it will be changed to a Class A Trail.  ATV’s and four wheelers will not be allowed on the Trail.  

Stated that Tim Terrangi, Board of Assessors, had some concerns last time from the Assessors point of view.  Would like to put some sort of condition that this be included on people’s deeds, etc. so they understand the trail is there, etc.  

Les Hammond stated this can’t be accomplished.  

There will be a gate down at the end of the property.  

Charles (Chuck) Graybill stated he had a general question with regard to “gates and bars”.  Do we have the right to put up gates and bars without going to a Town Meeting?  

It was noted that you can’t put up a gate on a Public right of way at the Town Meeting.  Legache Hill was closed at Town Meeting subject to gates and bars. 

Brett St. Claire noted that the Article will stated this is changing Whipple Road from a Class VI Road to a Class A Trail.  A Class VI road has no Town Maintenance and is subject to gates and bars.  A class A Trail does not automatically have gates and bars.  

Brett stated they were not planning to put a parking lot in at this time.  

Public Comments: 


NONE

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion to adjourn the Selectmen’s meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

____________________________________

Charles (Chuck) Graybill, Chairman

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Les Hammond, Selectman

