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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9,  2006

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled weekly  meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Mert Mann, Chairman,  presiding.   It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present: 


Mert Mann, Chairman 


Les Hammond


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

The Selectmen reviewed and signed minutes of the previous meeting prior to the Public Meeting was called to order. 

7:00 p.m. – HEARSE COMMITTEE AND CEMETERY TRUSTEES:  UPDATE ON THE HEARSE RESTORATION AND THE PROPOSED HEARSE HOUSE

Donna Dunn and Gail Martel, Hearse Committee,  Richard Schaffer and Corie MacCubbin, Cemetery Trustees, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the Hearse and a Proposed Hearse House to store the Hearse.   The following items were discussed: 

1. The present status of the Hearse is it is presently located at Jan VandeBogart’s.  He will be painting it.  All the major construction is done.  He will be making it beautiful.  The interior also has to be painted.  

2. There will only be a curtain in the middle window.  Once it is painted, will determine whether to put in the glass.  

3. Gail Martel will upholster the inside of the hearse.  Have ordered special “tiny french balls”.  

4. Have all the hearse parts that we need to complete it.  

5. Once the hearse is done,  need a place to store it.  At the time we started this project, we told the Selectmen  would be needing a place to store it.  

a. The location must be high and dry and not stored with any other vehicles or equipment.   Cannot have any dirt brought in to the buildings, etc.  

b. We survived an infestation of active power post beetles.   Bug man was very perspective in that he did not want us to put the hearse into an older building.  We also don’t want to attach it to another building.  

c. Proposing a 12’ x 18’ building at least 80” high. 

d. State Prison can build a 12’ x 18’ building for around $4,000 which is a good buy.  They would have to move it in two sections.  They would also set it up.  

e. Are proposing to put a window in the building to prevent vandalism.  (People can look in the window to see what is in the building, etc. ) 

f.    Martel’s are willing to donate a large 4’ x   5’ double glass UV window with a built in grill.

g.  The building would be set onto posts or cinder blocks with pea stone underneath, after digging out sod and top soil.  This would allow for plenty of air circulation underneath.  

6. Committee has talked with the Cemetery Trustees and have considered putting the proposed Hearse House within the Dunbarton Center Cemetery.  They have located an area just behind the Town Offices by where the old Tomb used to be.  It is abutting the Cremains Garden.  It will not affect the Cremains Area.  

Mert Mann, Chairman, asked if there were actual lines for the Cremains portion of the Cemetery.  

Richard Schaffer, Cemetery Trustee, stated that we also have a large area at Pages Corner Cemetery for Cremains if needed.  Because of this, we can modify the Cremains Area at the Center Cemetery.  

Les Hammond stated that he had a problem with the Hearse House being in the Center Cemetery.  The cemetery is for burials.  

Donna Dunn stated that years ago, the hearse house was located within the Cemetery.  She produced a photo taken in 1929 of the old hearse house.  If we were able to put the new hearse house in the Center Cemetery, it would be more historical, etc.  

Les Hammond disagreed and stated that he himself had cleared that portion of the cemetery many years ago for burials, etc.  

7. At this point in the discussion, Mert Mann, Chairman, brought up the fact that there is an RSA 289:3 regarding Cemeteries, Burials, etc. which states as follows: 

 “III.   New construction, excavation, or building in the area of a known burial site or within the boundaries of an established burial ground r cemetery shall comply with local zoning regulations concerning burial sites, burial grounds or cemeteries, whether or not such burial site or burial ground was properly recorded in the deed to the property.  In the absence of such regulations, no new construction, excavation, or building shall be conducted within 25 feet of a known burial site or within 25 feet of the boundaries of an established burial ground or cemetery, whether or not such burial site or burial ground was properly recorded in the deed to the property, except when such construction, excavation, or building is necessary for the construction of an essential service, as approved by the governing body of a municipality in concurrence with the cemetery trustees, or in the case of a state highway, by the commissioner of the department of transportation in concurrence with the cemetery trustees.  


Richard Schaffer, Cemetery Trustee, stated that he did not feel this was a problem in this instance.   He stated he could check with Terry Knowles regarding how she would interpret the RSA regarding this situation and if it could be done, etc.   He also stated there is a situation with cemeteries “beyond the pale” which applies to burials outside the cemetery fence for people who were indigent, poor or otherwise unable to be buried within the Town cemetery.  He stated there would be no foundation or excavating done for the proposed Hearse House.  

Les Hammond asked about the possibility of putting the hearse house in the Pages Corner Cemetery.  

Richard Schaffer stated that if we were able to put it in the Center Cemetery, we would be “bringing it back to where it was”.  It would fit in with the surrounding buildings.  There would be more eyes to look at it.  People don’t go in the Pages Corner Cemetery and look around.  It would make more sense, and it would be within 100 feet of its original location.  

He stated that with regard to the dimensions of the Cremains Area, we would not be impeding any ones ground by making the Cremains Area smaller.  It would be the same scenario for any cemetery.  

Les Hammond stated again that he still has a problem with putting the Hearse House within the cemetery.  

8. Rene Forcier asked where the money was coming from to pay for the Hearse House. 

Donna Dunn stated that had a $2,500 donation plus about $1,000 additional to add to it for a total of about $3,500.  They will be able to find the money.  

Mert Mann, Chairman, asked why we are doing this project in the “dead of winter”.  Isn’t this something we should be doing in the spring?  Why does it have to be done over the  winter?  

Donna Dunn stated that both she and Gail Martel are also involved in the Town Common Project.  They want the Hearse Project completed.  Stated it was actually better to move the building in the winter when the ground is really firm.  

Richard Schaffer did agree that spring would be a more logical time to do this.  Don’t see it happening until March or April anyway.  

Mert Mann stated he didn’t feel the Selectmen have any jurisdiction over this project at all other than expending money.  We asked you in here because we wanted to know what is going on.  

9. Les Hammond stated that his priority #1 is burials and in making room for the burials.  We need a plan.  What is the status of the plan?  Have you contacted Jacques Belanger?  

Richard Schaffer stated that Brian Pike has mentioned talking with some people who work for the State.  They might be able to come in and do a plan of where the road is going at no cost, etc.  

The Committee will keep in touch with Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, regarding that status of the Hearse House and the Hearse.  

GENERAL BUSINESS: 


COMCAST:

1. Les Hammond reported that he and Mert Mann had met with Comcast (out of town) and explored the possibility of them supplying cable service to Dunbarton.  It was a very positive meeting.  They will talk to their President tomorrow.  Will be getting back to us.  It will be a $2 to 2.5 million project for them.  It will involve TV and Net Service. 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator brought up the following items for discussion:

Central NH Regional Planning Commission Agreement for CIP:

1. Stephanie Alexander, Central NH Regional Planning Commission, has requested the Selectmen sign another agreement for the CIP contract with them.  (They evidently lost the first one)

Selectmen signed agreement. 

Mason and Riche:

2. Mason and Riche representative letter regarding the 2005 audit needs to be signed by the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen. 

Mert Mann, Chairman, signed the letter. 

Heat – Town Offices: 

3. Brought up the fact that since the renovations to the Town Offices have been completed, the Tax Collector’s Office is very cold.  There is only one heat duct, and it is located in the Town Clerk’s Office.  What about putting in another heat duct or putting in baseboard heat? 

The Selectmen agreed that baseboard electrical heat would be dangerous and would suggest having J. R. Swindlehurst look at the possibility of putting in another heat duct and provide an estimate of cost. 

Kimball Pond:  

4. Les Hammond stated it checked on Kimball Pond this afternoon.  The culverts are in.  One header is in.  Still needs to put the other header in.  Looks good. 

MOTION:

Les Hammond made a motion to adjourn the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen’s Meeting at 7:45 p.m.  Rene Forcier  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen

_______________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

