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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26,  2006

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled weekly  meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Mert Mann, Chairman,  presiding.   It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.     The following were present: 


Mert Mann, Chairman 


Les Hammond


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

The Selectmen reviewed and signed minutes of the previous meeting prior to the Public Meeting was called to order. 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  


Tax Rate:  

Mert Mann, Chairman, announced that the new Tax Rate had been set and approved by DRA.  The new rate will be up $1.10 per thousand  bringing the rate to $16.46 with a breakdown as follows:   It was noted that the Town increase was a very small increase, only 6 cents.   Tax bills will be going out Monday, October 30, 2006.  



$1.03   School Portion

                  .06   Town Portion

                  .01    State Portion

              $1.10    Total Tax Increase

LORI DAVIS; QUESTIONS ON BUDGET, INTER-DEPARTMENT POLICIES, ETC.


Lori Davis asked the following questions: 

1. Asked if the $5,985.42 expenditure for Computer Support is for a half year payment or do we have another payment to make a yearly fee of $12,110?  

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, stated this is for Computer Support.

2. Noticed that Legal expenses is up quite a bit.  Seems to be coming from the Assessor’s side.  

It was noted that the Board of Selectmen has no authority over the Board of Assessors.  

3. Noted that the Salt Shed item shows under Planning and Zoning.  Is this just a mistake?  

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, stated this is an error. 

4. Stated she had someone call her asking about health insurance for retiring employees.  Are we anticipating putting in an amount for health benefits for retiring employees?  

Board of Selectmen stated they have no contract for anyone for health insurance, etc.  We have nothing.  

5. Asked with regard to the Cemetery Department, not all of their money has been expended.  If the money isn’t expended, will it be returned to the General Fund?  They have almost $8,000 left in their budget.  Can they spend it on anything else they want to?  

Selectmen stated it is the Cemetery Department’s budget and they can expend it.  

Mert Mann, Chairman, stated this is what we do in the Selectmen’s Meetings.  We review things in the Town Budget with each Department.  Any large expenditures would have to be discussed with the Selectmen.  

GARY MACCUBBIN, AMERICAN LEGION;  CHANGE IN THE VETERAN’S CREDIT FROM $100 TO $500

Gary MacCubbin appeared before the Board of Selectmen with the following items for discussion: 

1. Requesting a ballot article to be submitted by the Selectmen requesting that the

       Veteran’s Credit be increased from $100 to $500.   This would be voted upon at 

       Town Meeting on the written ballot  

       It was noted there were l34 veterans in Dunbarton presently.  

       Selectmen noted that the Board of Assessors would be the ones to bring something to 

       the Selectmen for a Warrant Article for this item.  Janice VandeBogart will check 

      with the Board of Assessors.  

2.   Stated he needs 200 more American Flags for the Cemeteries for next Memorial Day.  

JANICE VANDEBOGART, TOWN ADMINISTRATOR: 


Cemetery Computer Program:

1. Stated she had checked with BMSI, Bruce Purlo, regarding whether or not there is something in the works for computer Cemetery Programs.  They are presently working on something.  They may have something available in another year or so.  In the meantime, there is a program which we already have that may be used for the cemetery.  If we already have the program, we just need to enter the data.    Janice VandeBogart stated they need to make sure all graves are numbered before we can enter any data, etc.  

Appointments:

1. Linda Peters and Fred Mullen are requesting appointments be made for Ballot Clerks as follows with the appointments ending on October 31, 2008: 

Hilliard Burnside

Eleanor Swindlehurst

Barbara Wanner

Pam Milioto

Diana Driscoll

Nancy Rizza

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint the following individuals as Ballot Clerks for the Town of Dunbarton with a term ending on October 31, 2008.  Hilliard Burnside, Eleanor Swindlehurst, Barbara Wanner, Pam Milioto, DianaDriscoll, and Nancy Rizza.  Mert Mann  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Selectmen signed Appointment Paperwork. 

Selectmen also signed Appointment Paperwork for Les Hammond, Representative for the Concord Regional Solid Waste/Recovery Cooperative, and Patrick Bowne, as Alternate for the Concord Regional Solid Waste/Recovery Cooperative.  

JON WIGGIN, CHIEF, FIRE DEPARTMENT:  BUDGET RE-CAP AND 2007 REVIEW:

The Board of Selectmen reviewed the Fire Department remaining funds with the Fire Chief as follows: 

1. Selectmen noted there is 28.5% left in the Fire Department budget to be expended.  

2. Jon Wiggin noted there will be $10,000 paid out for Administration, Part-Time.  

3. Jon Wiggin stated the only item he is awaiting is Protective Equipment.  Have expended most of the money.  Because the grants have not been released yet, we are still holding out $8,730 under Protective Equipment.  The grants are now written as a 95/5 match.  Applied for $32,000 so we have to come up with $4,600.  Also are planning on purchasing a special washing machine for washing contaminated gear for a $9,500 estimate.  

4. In addition the Lease Payment on the Truck has been paid.    

5. Jon Wiggin questioned the amount expended in the Gasoline item.  He stated he felt this was incorrect.  There is only the old rescue truck which uses gasoline.  He will check his slips.  Janice VandeBogart will also check the item. 

6. Just purchased two tires for $700.  

7. Stated he will stay within his budget.  

8. Just sent pagers and radios in for repair.  

9. With regard to dry hydrant repairs, the hydrant on Armand’s Way needs to be fixed.  There is no plan on the hydrant.  Would like to see if Jeff Crosby can do it, but he is busy, etc.  

10. With regard to ambulance expenses, we use this for supplies such as oxygen, etc. 

11.  Planning on purchasing an automatic defibrilator if there is any money left at the end of the year.  The one at the School is locked up after hours so there is nothing available for the Community Center if anything happens.  Can purchase it for around $1,000.  

12. With regard to the line item for Paramedic Intercepts, we have had two this week.  There is a $500 charge for each occurrence.  

13. With regard to CIP, there is an item for an ambulance in 2008.  Will leave it in the CIP plan.  

14. Engine I needs the aluminum to be repainted.  They have quoted a cost of $17,000.  Are holding off on this. 

15. Working on the Architectural Study.  They are looking at the existing building, etc.  Have no idea what they will come back with.  

16. Asked when the preliminary budget for the coming year should be submitted.  

Selectmen noted it hasn’t been determined yet, but possibly around December 15.  

17. Emergency Management Item of $800 has nothing expended.  This is used to buy radios.  Have to buy food or put someone up if there is an emergency, etc.  

18. School contacted Jon Wiggin about the Fire Department purchasing a Case for the defibrilator.  

19. Will require a Special Article for $1,600 for the Grant Match.  

PATRICK “WOODY” BOWNE, SUPERVISOR, TRANSFER STATION:  BUDGET RE-CA0P AND 2007 REVIEW:

Selectmen and Patrick “Woody” Bowne, Supervisor, Transfer Station, reviewed the Solid Waste Budget as follows: 

1. Noted there is $43,822.65 remaining to be expended.  

2. Woody stated that his part-time expense will be “right on”.  

3. Truck payment has already been made.  

4. There will be three people taking certification at a cost of $150 under Training.  

5. Will not be purchasing any reference books. 

6. Sub-contracts services will be expended.   We need to move the converter on the compactor.  Needs to be closer.  They cannot guarantee this will solve the problem but we are hoping.  Compactor is operating a  little over half capacity.   Will be about $800 plus the cost of an electrician.  

7. With regard to supplies, we need to purchase a new dock plate.  The present one is cracked in three spots.  Already spent money for cleaning supplies, paper towels, gloves, and rain suits.  

8. Still have a couple of paint issues with the paint peeling off the truck again.  Don’t know what it will cost.  

9. Uniforms run about $73.00 a week.  

10. There might be a little left over in Ash & Lab Testing.  

11. Fees and Services are for pager, etc.  

12. Should have some money left in Incineration.  There are two more payments due for a monthly fee of $3,500 per month. 

13. C & D depends upon how much work people do, etc.  

14. Hazardous Waste Collection.  Did a Hazardous Waste Day for $2,500+.   Did a cleanup at Kimball Pond and discovered a 55 gallon drum of asbestos.  Want to get rid of this. 

Les Hammond asked if he was considering doing two Hazardous Waste Days next year.  It is being considered. 

15. Tire Removal – Have not been as many tires on rims as previously.   Have been using a place in Weare.  

16. Recycling Costs – Antifreeze recycling costs about $1.00 a gallon.  

17. Possibly might be $10,000 left.  

18. Presently having a problem with the 64 foot retaining wall.  It is tipping.  There is a break in the hot top.  The walls are leaning.  It is $6,000 to cut the hot top.  Need to reset the blocks and tie up the wall.  Will be at least $6,000 excluding the hot top.  Wall only put up four years ago.  Don’t know whose budget it should go into.  

19. Will be requesting a piece of equipment this year in the CIP.  It will be a Skid Steer.  Will be $10,000 less than is presently in the CIP plan because we don’t need all the extras.  

20. Les Hammond reported that the Incinerator Costs will be increasing because the facility has been bought out.  The cost per Ton will be increasing for the Town.  

Mert Mann, Chairman, stated they would not want you to expend the money just because it is there.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 


Comcast:

Les Hammond will coordinate a meeting with the representative from Comcast for next Monday or Tuesday.  Will let Mert Mann know the details.  

Estimates for Town Hall and Town Offices for CIP:

Les Hammond will work on getting estimates for the Town Hall Roof and Repainting, and other repairs  etc. for the CIP plan.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made:

MOTION:

Les Hammond made a motion to adjourn the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen’s Meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Mert Mann  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen

_______________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

