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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26,  2006

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled weekly meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Chairman Charles (Chuck) Graybill  presiding.  It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.  The following were present: 


Charles (Chuck) Graybill, Chairman


Mert Mann 


Les Hammond

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

The Selectmen signed and approved the minutes of the previous Selectmen’s Meeting of  January 19, 2006 prior to the opening of the meeting.  

7:02 P.M. - PUBLIC HEARING – STINSON HILL (Phase I) 

The Public Hearing was opened by Chairman Charles (Chuck) Graybill.  The following individuals were present representing Lamontagne Builders: 


Rick Manberg


Bob Grondin

Also present representing the Town were Ken Swayze, Building Department, and Jeff Crosby, Road Agent.  

Rick Manberg, Lamontagne Builders, stated that they had purchased the development from Rocko Dipietro and at that time, there was an agreement in place between the developer, Dunbarton Board of Selectmen, and the Planning Board  that stated when the road was completed to the satisfaction of the Dunbarton Planning Board, the Town would accept the road.  He stated they have left the bond in place.   The Planning Board at their meeting on January 18, 2006 made a motion that the road is completed to the satisfaction of the Dunbarton Planning Board and referred it to the Dunbarton Selectmen for acceptance.  

Charles (Chuck) Graybill stated the Selectmen had requested Ken Swayze to give them 30 days notice prior to the issuance of a CO so the Selectmen could proceed with the road acceptance process.  Asked at what stage the project was now. 

Rick Manberg stated there are two model homes being constructed there now which will need a CO probably within three weeks.  He stated they would need a CO to show the home.  There has been interest in purchasing one of the model homes already.  They would like to be prepared to move on the sale of the homes if the opportunity arises and not have to wait for paperwork, etc.  That is the reason they are requesting the acceptance of the road (Phase I) at this time. 

Ken Swayze stated the developers and the Planning Board want to see the process move forward.  He stated the Building Department did a rough inspection the other day.  They are looking to be ready within two or three weeks.  He stated the length of the road for Phase I is 2,950 feet and ends at the trailer.  Ken stated there is a cistern there that is available for any home in the area.  It could be used by people on Mansion Road.  It is a good cistern and should be kept open for the rest of the neighborhood.  

Bob Grondin stated he has no issue with the snowplowing.  The sanding and salting is an issue.  If we open it up and plow it, would the Town be willing to sand/salt the road.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated we have enough problems plowing the roads that people live on.  I don’t want to be the guy to say no.  I don’t want complete control of the whole thing.  

Bob Grondin stated it only becomes an issue when people are living there.  It will probably be in the middle of March.  There is 2950 feet of road.  

Rick Manberg stated they have held up their end of the deal.  The Planning Board has said the road is ready to be accepted by the Town.  It is only fair that the Town of Dunbarton accept the road.  

The Selectmen stated they would like to make sure the road is all okay, etc. prior to making a final acceptance.  Would like to wait until spring to make this determination.  Otherwise, they would be leaning towards granting a conditional approval based on the road.  

In addition, the Selectmen have a concern about snowplowing.  The Road Agent indicated at the beginning of the year, that they would not be plowing the road because there would be no one living there.  In addition, the Road Agent has not budgeted for the plowing of this road.  

The Selectmen asked the applicants if they would be willing to continue to snowplow the road if the Road Agent could salt and sand when necessary.  

The applicants stated they do not have adequate equipment for the winter maintenance of the road.  They have a different type of equipment than the Town.  

Mert Mann stated there will be no one moving into the Model Home, right?  

Ken Swayze stated that traffic during the construction phase is more than if a resident lived there.  They have a right to this.  The Road Agent or Selectmen are in charge of the plowing.  The cistern is 1,600-1,700 feet up on the road (Phase I).  They need to block the road at the 2,950 foot mark and state it is “not a Town Road”.  

Les Hammond stated that if we would approve it, it would be a conditional approval.  It is acceptable today and when it is all done.  If the bounds are missing in the spring, they must be replaced.  We are not going to go through what we did with Jay Drive.  At some point, we are going to ask to put the finished coat of asphalt on it.  

Rick Manberg stated they are already leaving more money with the Town than Don Mayo recommended in his letter. 

Jeff Crosby stated at this point, you don’t have anyone scheduled to live there.  What is the advantage of plowing, etc.?  

Rick Manberg stated they want to open the model home the middle of March.  There is already some interest in the model home across the street.  I am just curious why you are reluctant to do this.  People want it now.  If you let it go, an abutter could have problems with it, etc.  We would like to have the road accepted now.  

Charles (Chuck) Graybill asked the Road Agent if he would agree to salt and sand the road if requested.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he will take care of it.  Lamontagne will plow the road  until spring.  

The Selectmen stated that the Road Agent is in charge of the roads.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated  we have to do some level of maintenance on the road if accepted.  I don’t think it is a big deal at this point.   .  

Bob Grondin stated there will be 16 available homesites ready by April.  Hopefully, it will be completed by the end of the year.  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Lori Davis – Stated that you own the subdivision and build houses.  You sell them and make a profit.  By putting the Town in a position that they have to sand is not fair.  It is going to get sanded when we get around to it.  So if something happens, you are putting the Town at liability.  I as a taxpayer, don’t want to see this.  When you take on a subdivision, you also take the risk.  

Rick Manberg stated that with all due respect, that is why we went by the guidelines and procedures of the Town.  If the Select Board accept the road, the response that “we don’t have it in the budget” is not right.  The Selectmen should accept the road.  It is finished.  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

DISCUSSION WITH ROAD AGENT REGARDING PROJECTS IN 2006: 

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, reported that he would be considering the following projects for 2006 within the Highway Department Budget: 

1. 36” culvert on Rangeway Road.  (This is a liner within an existing culvert)  Also dig the tree out along the side of the culvert.  

2. Black Brook Road from Route 13 to the Goffstown line.  This is a commuter road and also goes to the Middle School in Goffstown.  

3. Portions of Montalona Road and parts of Grapevine only have one coat of asphalt.  Would consider putting additional asphalt where needed. 

4. From Thalheimer’s to Candlestick Hill should be rebuilt.  From the condo to the Town Line.  Some of this road only has one coat of asphalt.  

5. Pave the Recycling Center with a top coat. 

6. Top coat of pavement in front of the Town Garage.

7. Replace culvert on Long Pond Road by Cohens.  There is already a Dredge and Fill Permit in place.  

8. Possibility of considering improvements on Twist Hill Road by Burchell subdivision and Foss proposed subdivision across from Young and Averill.  Foss appeared at the Planning Board previously.  Should find out if we could get a little land from him so we could do some road improvements.   This is a “gray” area.  

9. Gile Hill Road by Milioto’s.  Got to do some widening at the beginning part of the road.  

10. Small Maintenance issues of cleaning existing culverts and replacing gravel, etc. all over  Town. 

11. Plan to do all the stripping of roads.

12. Installing Two Gates for Conservation Commission.  (Should be $1,500 each)  

LIBRARY  BUDGET 2006:


No one appeared before the Board of Selectmen representing the Library.

LINDA PETERS, TOWN CLERK PROPOSED 2006 BUDGET:

Linda Peters, Town Clerk, appeared before the Board of Selectmen with her proposed 2006 budget.   (attached) She stated she had increased her budget by  $1,200.  She gets no cost of living increase in her position.  I use my own vehicle for travel to the bank and to pick up plates, etc.  DMV requires that I make these deposits on a regular basis.  The price of gas has been “horrible”.  There are Branch Banks in Goffstown, Concord and Manchester.  

The Selectmen noted that in 2003, the Town Clerk’s salary was increased to $5,500.  This was the last time there was an increase.  

Linda Peters stated she had proposed an increase of $1.00 per hour for her Deputy.  Stated that Diane Mullen, Deputy Town Clerk, has worked hard and deserved a raise.   She is deserving of a raise.   She should be in line with the others.  She has tried to keep her hours within ten hours a week but it is difficult.  We have additional Software to learn, etc.  

Charles (Chuck) Graybill stated that the Selectmen had agreed to give everyone a 4% raise this year.  He noted this will be discussed by the Selectmen.  

Charles Graybill stated he didn’t have any major issues with the proposed budget.  Asked if we ever entered into the State System of issuing License Plates.  

Linda Peters stated that  it needs to be funded in order to happen.  We have gone from a DOS Program to a Windows Program which has added to the burden of work.  

Mert Mann asked what was the percentage of residents mailing in their registration requests. 

Linda Peters, Town Clerk, stated that in 2005, 19.67% of the registrations were mail-ins.  We have tried to get the word out, and have put green slips in the notices, etc.  Have told them they would save gas, etc. but people still prefer to come in the office.  

Les Hammond asked if she was considering closing on a Thursday evening. 

Linda Peters stated she would like to stay open on Thursday evenings.  She stated there are other duties she performs in addition to motor vehicle registrations.   She noted they had processed the following numbers of other items during 2005: 


Decals               

3,300


Titles 
             
 
   672


Dog Licenses      
 
  400


Marriage Licenses
    15


Vital Records

    25


Dredge and Fill Permits 
      9


Bounced Checks  
    25

Linda Peters stated that with regard to Bounced Checks, we call first, and notify them there will be an extra $25.00 charge.  Currently, there are five outstanding checks  that I am going to have to write a letter, etc.  I am a Collection Agent.  I have to send a letter certified mail.  When I write the letter, I am required to inform them that I am required to notify the MV Department, and they could pull their registration.  I do make a lot of phone calls.  

Office Expansion:

Linda Peters, Town Clerk, stated that she understood there were going to be renovations within the Town Office.  She has heard rumors of all sorts.  In the past, the Building Department, has taken over her tables, etc. with maps and plans. I use that table for people to make out licenses.  I have lost space because of this.  People come in with friends and children and use my supplies.  My printer settings get changed.  I lost my pen and stapler.  There was a party, and I have to clean up when I get here.  I am not condemning the Building Department.

 I asked Janice for a small locking file to keep my supplies in.  This has been a great solution.   In addition, people who are registering vehicles turn around and talk with the Building Department about other issues which slows down the process for registering, etc.  She realizes the Building Department has grown and needs the space but she would like to be informed of any changes proposed for her office.  She has heard that she will be going into the closet, etc.  

She has heard that the contractor has been asked to go over the plans with her.  There is to be no sitting area for the public.  The public will be served at a counter beside the door.  The counter will be blocking the doorway.  This will be drafty.  I would like to have some input into how my space will be set up.  I have some suggestions which would be beneficial.  

The Selectmen stated that these are rumors.  The Selectmen are in the process of rearranging the office space.  Michael Poirier is working on a plan.  Janice had a sketch of what might work but nothing is concrete or settled.  Stated this was done from a budget point of view.  Janice put together a rough sketch.  This is how much money you have to put away to do this task.  If you were not involved with Janice, rest assured, nothing will take place until you are.  

Linda Peters stated that the new bathroom is 135 square feet.  The closet area is 108 square feet.  I like it where I am.  The Town Clerk has been there for twenty years.  The area has ambience and character.  I love this room.  I feel very connected to this space.  There is 748 square feet for the meeting room and 480 square feet for the Town Clerk’s room.  I have some ideas that will work well for everyone.  

Les Hammond stated that the Town was looking at 4-5 years for a new building.  

TIM TERRANGI, BOARD OF ASSESSORS PROPOSED BUDGET 2006:  


Tim Terrangi, Chairman, Board of Assessors, presented the proposed 2006 budget as follows: 


Secretary – up $100.00


Administration – Same


Appraisal Services – up $5,000 (Based on Bid)


Utility Assessor – Down $7,000


General Supplies – Down $50


Training – Same


Software Support Fees - $3,700 (This is a maintenance agreement.)


Total of $27,050 as compared to $25,300 for last year.  


Warrant Article for Elderly Exemption: 

Tim Terrangi reported that the Board of Assessors had determined that the overall increase in assessment was approximately 57%, therefore the Board felt that a 57% increase in the exemption would result in the same or close to the same tax break that all were receiving before the new re-evaluation.  Before the 57% increase was applied, the Board felt that the $50,000 for 75 years to 80 years exemption was not where it should be.  In order to realign the exemption, the Board brought the $50,000 up to $55,000 before they applied the 57%.  

Tim Terrangi stated that the Board of Assessors has proposed a change in the Elderly Exemption as follows:  This was brought on by the fact that the Town is now at 100% assessment.

Present





New Proposed Exemptions

 65 years to 75 years
$45,000  x 57% 

$70,650

 75 years to 80 years 
$55,000  x 57% 

$86,350

 80 years or older 
$100,000 x 57% 

$157,000

Income levels would not change.  To qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least 5 years, own the real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by such person’s spouse, they must have been married for at least 5 years.  In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not more than $20,000 or if married, a combined net income of less than $30,000; and own net assets not in excess of $50,000, excluding the value of the person’s residence.  RSA 72:39-b (c).

In Dunbarton, there are eight qualified residents  for this exemption.  

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, will schedule the Warrant Article for a Public Hearing.  

STINSON DRIVE ROAD HEARING: 


After discussion, the following motion was made. 


MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the 2,950 feet of road of Stinson Drive for Phase I.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 

NONE

MOTION:

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

____________________________________

Charles (Chuck) Graybill, Chairman

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Les Hammond, Selectman

