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DUNBARTON PLANNING BOARD

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21, 2012

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

 The regular monthly meeting of the Dunbarton Planning Board was held at the above time, date and place with Chairman Ken Swayze presiding.  The following members were present: 


Kenneth Swayze, Chairman


George Holt, Co-Chairman


Alison Vallieres, Secretary

James Marcou


Michael Poirier

Michael Guiney, Alternate

Members of the Public/Town Officials

Ted Vallieres, Selectman

Barbara McCann, Planning and Zoning 

The Chairman verified with the Secretary that the Meeting had been posted in accordance with the RSA in two public places and published on the Dunbarton Web Page.  

7:00 P.M. – GENERAL SESSION: 

A. General Board Administration: 

1.  Approval of previous meeting minutes:  Wednesday,  February 15, 2012


MOTION:


 Michael Guiney made a motion that the Dunbarton Planning Board approve the minutes of the previous meeting of Wednesday, February 15, 2012 as written.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  James Marcou and Michael Poirier abstained because they were not present at this meeting. 

2.  Correspondence 

3.  Selectmen's Report

None to report at this time.  It was noted that the Zoning Ordinance revisions passed at Town Meeting.  

Ken Swayze, Chairman, reported that people had commented to him on what a good job the Planning Board had done in presenting the Zoning changes.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS - 7:00 p.m. 

NONE

RECEIPT AND ACCEPTANCE OF NEW APPLICATIONS BY THE DUNBARTON PLANNING BOARD; FOR COMPLETION AND ACCEPTANCE.  (NOTE:  If accepted, at Planning Board’s discretion,   deliberations/public hearing may be allowed at this session.)  


NONE

 OTHER BUSINESS:

Barbara McCann, Building Department, reported on the revised Zoning Ordinance as follows: 


Septic System for Accessory Apartment:


1.  Kyle Parker, Building Inspector, is requesting clarification on the issuance of a Building 


Permit for an Accessory Apartment with regard to the requirements for a septic system, etc.  


The way he understood it, if the existing system was not in failure and there was a new septic 
plan on file for an additional two bedrooms, it would be permissible to grant a Building 


Permit.  If and when, the system failed, they would have to immediately replace it. 

There was considerable Board discussion as to what the intent of the Planning Board was 


regarding Accessory Apartments and additional septic systems, etc.  


According to the revised Zoning Ordinance which was approved at Town Meeting 2012, it 


reads as follows with regard to septic systems, etc. :


"vii.  Septic design for the ADU shall assume a minimum of two bedroom loading capacity 


design in addition to the principal structure's loading design. " 

The Planning Board reached a consensus that the original  intent of the Zoning Ordinance 

proposal to require any additional septic system requirements to be built and installed prior 

to the granting of a CO for an Accessory Apartment.  

{Follow-up.  Continued discussion and research by Kenneth Swayze, George Holt, Alison 


Vallieres together with Barbara McCann and Kyle Parker of the Building Department hold


that the actual wording of the Ordinance, as presented to, and approved by the Town's

 
voters, shall be maintained literally as written; and that procedures for actual field 


installation of the Town's required design standards shall follow NHDES requirements.} 

2.  Approved Subdivisions which have not gone forward due to economic conditions: 

The subject of previously approved subdivisions which have not gone forward due to  


economic conditions was discussed.  It was noted there are around 163 previously approved 

lots for potential houses within these subdivisions.  The Legislature approved a six year 

window a year or so ago, and have recently changed it to five years.  Outstanding 

subdivisions/PRD's are as follows: 

  Summerhill Condominiums-Dunbarton 88    Pike, Owner                Coming up for review in April 2012      
  Country Woods                                                 Sciere and Cote            Received a two year extension

  Bela Brook                                                          Desmarais                     (Completed)
  Overlook Estates                                                Jerelyn Rose Johnson Hill Revocable Trust  
  Chan                                                                   Louis Chan                   Received an extension to June 2012  GPS                                    Pastures at Black Brook                                     GPS                              Has been in touch with Chairman


It was noted that any Wetlands Permits and/or Site Specific Approvals may have already 

expired. 


3.  Verizon/U. S. Cellular: 


Barbara McCann, Planning and Zoning, reported that there will be a  Pre-construction 


Meeting with Verizon regarding the U. S. Cellular tower on Thursday, March 22, 2012 at 


8:30 a.m. at the Town Offices.  They will be discussing bond issues along with replacement of 
branches, etc.  


Barbara McCann, Ken Swayze, Kyle Parker, and Jeff Crosby will be in attendance along 


with Verizon representatives.  Selectmen are also welcome to attend.  


4.  Alternate Discussion: 

Kenneth Swayze, Chairman, noted that James Marcou, full-time member,  was back from 

Arizona and would be attending Planning Board meetings. 

Kenneth Swayze, Chairman, also  noted that he had been in touch with Charles Frost who 


would be interested in becoming an Alternate member of the Planning Board.  He will not be 


leaving Town for at least a year.  It was noted that the Planning Board at this point has six 


full-time members and one Alternate.  

5.  Commercial Zone Discussion: 

Ken Swayze, Chairman, brought up the fact that Matt Monahan, Central New Hampshire 


Regional Planning Commission,  felt that Dunbarton should be looking at the possibility of a 

Commercial Zone, etc.  He felt the Planning Board would be remiss in not at least discussing 

it.  


Members of the Board had varying opinions on this subject as follows:  


Comments as follows: 


1.  No land available for Commercial use

2.  Commercial Zoning was over-whelmingly defeated when last presented to the Town


3.  Some members urged not to try again


4.  Special Exception process should continue as the method to have business in Town.

  It was noted by Board members that the original intent of zoning was that the entire town 


was "zoned commercial by Special Exception", and that based on stringent review, 


commercial uses would in fact be permitted.  


5.  Should make it easier for a business to come to Dunbarton


6.  If all the criteria is met for a Special Exception, they should not be denied.


7.  Would bring in additional tax money


Matt Monahan will be attending the next regular Planning Board Meeting for a discussion


re Commercial Zoning, etc.  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.


                                                                      Respectfully submitted, 


                                                                      Alison Vallieres, Secretary

