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DUNBARTON PLANNING BOARD

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2012

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

 The regular monthly meeting of the Dunbarton Planning Board was held at the above time, date and place with Chairman Ken Swayze presiding.  The following members were present: 


Kenneth Swayze, Chairman


George Holt, Co-Chairman


Alison Vallieres, Secretary


Michael Poirier


Michael Guiney, Alternate


Les Hammond, Selectmen's Representative


Matt Monahan, Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission

Other Town Officials:


Barbara McCann, Planning and Zoning


John Trottier, Chairman, Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment

Members of the Public: 


Brian Naro

Ken Swayze, Chairman, opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  He verified with the Secretary that the meeting notice including the Public Notice for the proposed Zoning Ordinance changes and the CIP  Hearing  had been posted in accordance with the RSA in two public places,  published in the Concord Monitor for one day on Saturday,  January 7, 2012, and also put on the Dunbarton Web Site. 

7:00 P.M. – GENERAL SESSION: 

General Board Administration: 
1.  Approval of previous meeting minutes:  Wednesday,  December 21, 2011


MOTION:


A motion was made by Michael Poirier to approve the previous meeting minutes of Wednesday, 


December 21, 2011 as written.  George Holt seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

2.  Correspondence :

Verizon Request for Building Permit for a Co-Location on U. S. Cellular Tower: 

Barbara McCann, Building Department, reported on the Verizon request for a Building Permit. 


She noted that the Board of Selectmen had agreed to allow the Building Permit to go forward with 


the understanding that Verizon would be responsible for the repairs to the branches on the U. S. 


Cellular Tower.  


She also noted that both Tom Hildreth and John Weaver had been in touch with the Building 


Department regarding the Building Permit.  At that time, we asked them about what progress they 


were making on the required bonds.  


Verizon indicated they would be working on the bonds, etc.  It seems to be moving in a positive 


direction at this time. 

3.  Selectmen's Report:

CIP


Les Hammond reported on the CIP.  Stated that this year, the CIP Committee included three items 


for the year 2012 Town Meeting Warrant as follows: 


$10,000 to be put aside towards a future Reval


$25,000 to be put aside towards a replacement Highway one Ton vehicle


$33,500 to be used for the purchase of a new Police Cruiser


$10,000 to be put aside for Reconstruction of Stark Bridge 2016


It was noted that there will be a Petition Warrant Article regarding Stark Bridge.  It is not a money


petition.  It is asking if the Town residents think it is a good idea to consider repairs, etc.   The 


Selectmen are not in favor of putting $10,000 aside for Stark Bridge at this point.  


Les Hammond noted that during the interview process for a replacement Police Chief, it was 


determined that the Town of Henniker has eight full-time officers and three part-time officers and 


they have a total of four vehicles.  Dunbarton has three full-time officers and five part-time officers 


and they also have four vehicles.  The Board of Selectmen will be discussing this issue further. 


 The Transfer Station took out a couple of projects, one for scales and the other for renovations.  


A new application has been added for the Fire Department command vehicle.  


The Town Hall Restoration Committee is working towards getting grant funding for architectural 


designs.  They are doing a lot of self funding.  They are currently in the CIP Plan.  

CIP - PUBLIC HEARING

ACCEPTANCE OF CIP:

Ken Swayze, Chairman, opened up the Public Hearing for the Acceptance of the Town of Dunbarton 
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)  by the Planning Board.  


It  was noted that the projects within the CIP plan are there for guidance, etc.  This is not a "hard, 


fast bible".    It is there for the Selectmen to use as a guidance document for future capital needs of 


the Town.  

It was noted that some projects have been moved back plus scaled back because of economic 


conditions.    In addition, there is a spot within the report whereby it shows what the effect will be on 


the Tax Rate.    The whole point of the CIP is to meet needs of the Town without having the Tax Rate 
go up and down greatly.  


It was noted that in the past, there was a project for Town Hall Renovation that varied between 


$250,000 and $900,000 and got shot down immediately at Town Meeting.  


Public Comment: 


None


There being no further comments, the following motion was made:

MOTION:

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Planning Board accept the CIP Plan as presented this evening with the Improvement Schedule as printed in the revised CIP booklet 2012-2017 and recommend funding the four (4) items as follows: 


$33,500 Police Cruiser Replacement


$10,000 Capital Reserve Fund Deposit for Property Revaluation 2016


$25,000 Capital Reserve Fund Deposit for Highway Department Vehicle Purchase 2016


$10,000 Capital Reserve Fund Deposit for Reconstruction of Stark Bridge 2016

It is noted that the Planning Board has no changes and the CIP Report in its entirely will be certified and filed with the Town Clerk as soon as possible.  

George Holt seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED ZONING CHANGES: 


Ken Swayze, Chairman, opened the Public Hearing for the Proposed Zoning changes. 


He gave a brief summary of the proposed changes and stated the Board had worked over a year


in order to get to this point.  


The board members offered a comment or discussion at this time.  The Chairman officially opened 


the Public Hearing and asked for comment from the public.  


John Trottier, Chairman, Zoning Board, made the following comments relating to the proposed


revisions: 


1.  Stated  he felt the Planning Board had done a good job in pulling together the proposed 


revisions.


2.  Noted under "Definitions" there is not a definition for "Stable".  The Zoning Board will be 


dealing with this definition and would suggest amending the ordinance in the upcoming year to 


include a definition for "stable". 


Planning Board agreed that this would be one of the items they would be addressing along with


several other definitions, tentatively for next year's agenda

3.  Page 8, Nonconforming Uses.  Item c.  Asked why the change was made from twelve to twenty

-
four consecutive months in the event that the nonconforming use ceases for any reason, etc............


The Planning Board noted this was done partly because of the downturn in the economy and the


longer period of time it might take to settle insurance claims in the event of fire, or sale of property, 

etc.  This would also involve the abandonment of a business, etc.  In the event, they cannot meet

the 24 month period, they can re-establish by applying to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a


Variance or Special Exception. 


The Board agreed that if this becomes an issue within the next year, the Board can address it at the


next group of amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. 


3.  Page 9, Home Occupations, Item 3.  "Adequate parking shall be provided for on the property". 


Stated this should be more specific.  How many spaces are we talking about?  If there are five non-


residents working, do they each need a parking spot?  Does it have to be a paved area?  What is the


criteria?


The Board felt they would try it this way for this year leaving parking at the direction and discretion 


of the Building Department.    If there are issues that come up, the item 


can be addressed during the next round of Zoning Amendments in the coming year. 


4.  Page 9, Home Occupations,  Item 4.  "No more than five (5) nonresidents shall be employed;"


Stated he felt this was excessive.  The previous ordinance provided for one non-resident to be 


employed.   


The Planning Board noted that this had been extensively  discussed.    If issues arise because of this, it 
will be addressed during the next round of Zoning Amendments in the coming year.  


5.  Page 9,  Home Occupations, Item 5.  "No more than 33% of the existing gross floor area of the

 
principal dwelling shall be used for business purposes; and no more than 10,000 square feet of land 


shall be used for outside purposes; "


The Planning Board noted that in discussions, it was felt that the floor area should be increased from 


25% to 33% as noted.  In addition, the 10,000 sq. ft. outside would provide for area for storage of 


wood, and  other items involved in the Home Occupation.  


6.  Page 9, Home Occupations, Item 8.  "No advertising on the premises other than a small non-


electric sign not to exceed two (2) square feet in area and carrying only the occupant's name and 


occupation and, such a sign may be externally lit;"


Asked if this was in accordance with the existing sign ordinance.  It was noted that the size of this


is smaller than what is allowed in the sign ordinance.  If they want a larger sign, they would appear


before the Board of Selectmen to fall under the original sign ordinance or seek a Variance. 


7.  Page 10,  Home Occupations,  Item 10, second paragraph.  "Home Occupation requirements do 


not apply to an agricultural business including, farm stands, wood processing, pick-your-own 


operations, forestry, etc/.;"


The Planning Board noted that this was within the Home Occupations because Dunbarton is  and 


was traditionally in the past a mainly agricultural town and we should continue to provide for this 

type of use.  


Comments from the Public: 


Brian Naro stated that he had no comments.  All his concerns had been addressed by John Trottier, 


etc.  


At this point, Chairman Ken Swayze officially closed the Public Hearing.  


He  went around the table for the Planning Board to comment as follows: 


All members agreed that they had worked long and hard on the proposed changes and all felt 


comfortable with the amendments being presented.  They also acknowledged that they will continue


this year with more Zoning Amendments including the PRD,  Wetlands Conservation District, 


and other Definitions.  


The following motion was made: 


MOTION: 


Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Planning Board vote to accept the proposed


changes to the Zoning Ordinance as written and place them on the ballot for consideration at this 


year's Town Meeting.  Alison Vallieres seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 


MOTION: 


Michael Guiney made a motion that the Dunbarton Planning Board Meeting adjourn.  The motion 


was seconded by Michael Poirier.  The motion passed unanimously. 



                              Respectfully submitted, 



                              Alison Vallieres, Secretary

