
TOWN OF DUNBARTON
BOARD OF ASSESSORS
MINUTES OF MEETING

April 20, 2010

Present: Timothy Terragni, Chairman
 Bryan Clark  

Janice VandeBogart, Recording Secretary
Scott Marsh, Appraiser, MRI

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.

It was noted that Mary LaValley was unable to attend tonight’s meeting due to a 
family commitment.  

Members of the public present:  Stanley Sowle
       Brent Sowle and family
       Ralph Fellbaum

The Board reviewed and signed minutes of the March 16, 2010 meeting and the 
March 25, 2010 meeting.

Land Use Change Tax:  Scott Marsh presented his memo regarding Land Use 
change tax on property owned by Brent Sowle, G3-01-24.  This was a lot created by 
a subdivision and now was less than the required 10 acres for current use.  The lot 
was disqualified upon transfer of ownership.  Mr. Marsh stated that there is a 
limited amount of sales on vacant land but based on the data he had, he determined 
that the lot was worth $75,000 which would result in a penalty of $7,500.  

Stan Sowle asked if the town had taken into consideration that this lot was on a 
Class six road with restrictions on the road.  Mr. Marsh stated that he had taken 
this into consideration and mentioned a sale on Mansion Road and on Everett Road 
that had the same issues and sold for $75,000.  He also stated that lots were going 
between $85,000 and $100,000.  He took the lower end of the range and took into 
consideration the town’s ratio also.  Based on today’s market, he felt this was a fair 
assessment.  Mr. Sowle stated he was glad he came to the meeting and was satisfied 
with the explanation given.  The Sowles left the meeting.

Motion was made by Bryan Clark to accept MRI’s recommendation of a penalty for 
Land Use Change on lot G3-1-24 in the amount of $7500.  The motion was seconded 
by Tim Terragni and the vote was in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

Land Use Change Tax:  Scott Marsh presented his memo regarding the Land Use 
Change tax on Norman and Sheri Forest, J3-01-24 located on Jewett Road.  This 
was a existing lot with a Mobile Home on the site.  The lot was recently subdivided 
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creating a five acre lot with the Mobile Home and transferred to a new owner.  This 
resulted in the disqualification of 4 acres of land, rear acres.  Based on the 
topography, the value placed on these 4 acres of excess land was determined to be 
$12,000 with a penalty of $1,200.  

Motion was made by Tim Terragni to accept MRI’s recommendation of a penalty 
for Land Use Change on lot J3-01-24 in the amount of $1,200.  The motion was 
seconded by Bryan Clark and the vote was in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

Application for Current Use:  Scott Marsh reviewed the application for current use 
for Linda and William Morse, D3-01-04 with the board.  The owners wanted to put 
18 ½ acres of their 27 acres in current use.  Mr. Marsh said he reviewed the 
buildings and felt they had adequate acreage around the buildings and driveway. 
He felt the map they had prepared which shows 5 acres of farm, 12.8 acres of 
hardwood and 1 acre of wetland, was also sufficient.  He recommended that the 
town accept the application.

The motion was made by Tim Terragni to accept the application for Current Use 
for William and Linda Morse, D3-01-04 effective 2010.  The motion was seconded 
by Bryan Clark and the vote was in the affirmative.  The motion passed.

Application for Current Use:  Scott Marsh presented the application for current use 
for Edward and Sheri Lynn Paquette, E4-01-11 to the board.  He stated that this 
was a 15 acre lot that already had 13 acres in current use.  The applicants wanted to 
add one more acre to make a total of 14 acres in current use and one acre left out 
with the house and improved land.  Mr. Marsh inspected the property and felt that 
there should be no problem with adding one more acre to their current use land.  

The motion was made by Tim Terragni to accept the application for Current Use 
for Edward and Sheri Lynn Paquette, E4-01-11 effective 2010.  The motion was 
seconded by Bryan Clark and the vote was in the affirmative.  The motion passed.

Equalization:  Scott Marsh reviewed his memo to the board regarding the 
equalization ratio for the town for the year 2009.  The ratio came in at 109.8% 
which is a 7% change from the past year.  He felt that the town’s numbers were all 
in line and met all the assessing standards.  He also pointed out that the town was in 
it’s fifth year and would be having a revaluation this year.

Pickups:  Scott Marsh stated that MRI had finished all their updates from the 
building permits which involved 120 properties.  This increased the value for the 
town by $2.9 million.  

Abatements:  Scott Marsh stated that the town had received five applications for 
abatements.  He had three ready for review with the board at this time.
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1. Gerald Dugrenier, B6-02-01.  This property is located on Montalona Road with 
27 acres, 22 of these acres in current use.  The house is a 1920’s Cape.  Scott 
Marsh stated that he inspected the property and felt it was in poor condition. 
He felt that the town had the property condition overstated.  The house is a 
1920’s Cape, needs all new windows, has a forty year old heating system, plaster 
falling off the walls, etc.  He recommended adjusting it to poor condition.  This 
would reduce the assessment by $13,000 which would result in an abatement of 
$223.29 plus interest, provided the taxes were paid.  If the owner does make any 
improvements he would need a permit to do so and then we would adjust it 
accordingly.   
Bryan Clark made the motion to grant the abatement as recommended on lot 
B6-02-01, Gerald Dugrenier.  The motion was seconded by Tim Terragni and the 
vote was in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

2. Christine Cullity, D6-03-03C.  This property is located on Montalona Road and 
is a condo.  The owner had a market analysis done on the property by a broker 
which showed a value of $165,000.  It was discovered that the town had two full 
baths on this property when it actually had one full bath and one half bath. 
When Scott Marsh made the adjustment, it resulted in a reduction of over 
$50,000 on the assessment.  This indicated that the calculations put on this condo 
by Vision in the revaluation of 2005 were incorrect.  Scott Marsh also pointed 
out that the property card showed the garage as being the full basement of this 
property when it was only a portion of the basement area.  He made adjustments 
for this as well.  With these adjustments he came up with a total assessment of 
$181,000 which he felt was in line with the ratio for the town at 109%.  He stated 
that the houses in town were calculated correctly but the condos were not. 
However, the new revaluation being done in 2010 should correct all of this.  He 
noted that there are four condos on Montalona Road and four condos on Twist 
Hill Road which would be affected.  
Tim Terragni made the motion to grant the abatement as recommended on lot 
D6-03-03C, Christine Cullity.  The motion was seconded by Bryan Clark and the 
vote was in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

3. Gregory and Robin Hefele, J2-02-01.  This property is located at 89 Old Fort 
Lane and is a Ranch style home with an in-law apartment.  It was noted that the 
sketch on the card was incorrect and has been corrected.  The owners had three 
appraisals done on this property.  The first one came in at $380,000; the second 
was $367,500 and the third was $365,375.  By adjusting the sketch MRI brought 
the assessment down by $56,000 to $411,500 which is right in line with the ratio. 
This would be an abatement of $92.64 plus interest.  It was also noted that no 
one let the town inspect the property during the revaluation of 2005.  
Tim Terragni made the motion to grant the abatement as recommended on lot 
J2-02-01, Gregory and Robin Hefele.  The motion was seconded by Bryan Clark 
and the vote was in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

Other Abatements:  
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1. Scott Marsh asked the board to advise him on an abatement application 
made by George Nicolaou, lot D3-03-01.  Mr. Nicolaou’s house was 
damaged by fire years ago and it is still in poor condition.  There are no 
operating bathrooms, the floors are rotting from the water damage and 
mold and weathered from five years of not being repaired.  The 
assessment on the home was reduced to $24,000 by the town after the fire 
but now Mr. Nicolaou is asking that the town put zero assessment on the 
building and bring the land down by 20%.  The land is now at $94,000 
plus utilities.  Mike Pelletier from MRI went to inspect the property and 
stated that Mr. Nicolaou was living there.  This property was on the 
market in 2003 for $150,000 but didn’t sell.  Now the owner would like to 
see it reduced from $115,600 to $47,000 as of April 1st.  The Board 
decided to table this for now.  It was noted that the town’s deadline is 
July 1st.

2. Scott Marsh stated that he had wanted to have a non-public session with 
the board this evening but would wait until the May meeting when all the 
members were present.  Ralph Fellbaum, present, stated that the town 
could not discuss his “2009” application for abatement in non-public 
session.  The board and appraiser Scott Marsh agreed saying that the 
2009 application for abatement submitted by Mr. Fellbaum would not be 
discussed in non-public.   The only item discussed in non-public would be 
the abatement still in litigation.    Scott Marsh went on to say that he was 
not ready to discuss the 2009 abatement application with the board 
tonight but would be ready at the May meeting.  Mr. Fellbaum stated 
that he would be back in May to attend the meeting of the Board of 
Assessors when his 2009 application for abatement would be discussed.  

Having no further business with the Board, Scott Marsh left the meeting.

Intent to Cut Timber:  
• The board reviewed and signed an intent to cut timber for Sandra and 

David Stuhr, E3-02-37.  
• Other Intents to Cut Timber signed between the March and April 

meetings:
• Corey & Rebecca Hebert, F4-01-04
• Michael & Margaret Callahan & Henry Sippel, B5-01-04

Notice of Intent to Excavate:
• Kara Realty Associates, Inc., H2-02-06, signed on 4/12/10 and 4/15/10.

Timber Tax Warrant:
The board reviewed and signed a timber tax warrant for the following:
• Christine Ackerman, B7-01-01
• Sandra & David Stuhr, E3-02-37
• Michael Guiney, B6-01-05
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Elderly Exemption: An application for Elderly exemption submitted by Julien and 
Sandra LeDuc was reviewed.  Bryan Clark will contact the applicants.  This item 
will be tabled until the May meeting.

Invoices for payment:  The following invoices were reviewed and approved for 
payment by the Board:

1. Mitchell Municipal Group, PA for legal services in the amount of $279.00.
2. George E. Sansoucy, PE for assessing services in the amount of $2,006.00.
3. Municipal Resources, Inc. for appraisal services in the amount of $711.00.
4. Janice VandeBogart for secretarial expenses incurred in the amount of 

$48.38.

Follow-up:  Dennis Ordway, C7-03-01.  At the March 16, 2010 meeting Mr. Ordway 
stated that he was not notified on his property tax bill, mailed by the Tax Collector, 
that he had outstanding taxes due for his timber tax.  Consequently he was not 
aware that his check had not reached the town.  For clarification, the board wanted 
to make a notation that the property tax bills mailed out in July and December are 
for real estate taxes due only and do not indicate any other outstanding taxes owed 
the town.  It is also noted that the Tax Collector did notify Mr. Ordway in December 
that he had an outstanding timber tax due plus interest on his property.  

Exemptions on Charitable Properties:  The following applications were received for 
charitable exemptions for the year 2010:

1. Historical Society,  H3-01-05
2. St. John Episcopal Church, H3-01-04

The motion was made by Tim Terragni to grant an exemption to St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, H3-01-04 for the tax year 2010.  The motion was seconded by 
Bryan Clark and the vote was in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

The motion was made by Bryan Clark to grant an exemption to the Dunbarton 
Historical Society, H3-01-05 for the tax year 2010.  The motion was seconded by 
Tim Terragni and the vote was in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

Veterans Credit:  An application for Veteran’s credit was received from Robert and 
Lorraine Dacko, F5-03-06.  It was determined that Mr. Dacko satisfied the criteria 
and qualifies for a Veteran’s Credit according to the RSA.  The motion was made 
by Tim Terragni to accept the application for Veteran’s Credit for Robert and 
Lorraine Dacko, F5-03-06 to be effective in 2010.  Bryan Clark seconded the motion 
and the vote was in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

Inventory from National Grid:  The inventory form was received from National 
Grid.  It was noted that a copy of this form has been submitted to the Utility 
Appraiser, George E. Sansoucy.
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Having no further business, 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.

                       ___________________________________ 
Timothy Terragni, Chairman

____________________________________ 
Bryan Clark
Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by:  Janice VandeBogart, Secretary
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