TOWN OF DUNBARTON

BOARD OF ASSESSORS

MINUTES OF MEETING

August 18, 2009

Present:
Timothy Terragni, Chairman



Mary LaValley 



Bryan Clark 



 
Janice VandeBogart, Recording Secretary

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.

Lori Davis, 30 Long Pond Road (C4-02-07) was present and stated she had a couple of questions.  She asked about sheds and how they are assessed.  Were they taxable?  The board told her that at the last revaluation, it was determined that any building 100 square feet or less was not taxed.  She said one of her neighbors, Mark Urella, 26 Long Pond Road, lot C4-02-10, had a metal building, larger than 100 square feet, on his property and was not being taxed for it.  She spoke to the building inspector and was told that this building was considered to be a “temporary building”.   After some discussion, the Board agreed to have the card flagged so that the assessor will check on this.  

Ms. Davis also had questions regarding her driveway.  She stated that she owns the entire driveway, which is used by her neighbors to access their properties.  She wanted to know if she re-paved the driveway would her value go up.  It is presently paved but the neighbors have damaged it, especially on the sides or shoulders.  She stated that her deed does not specify that she maintains the driveway.  It only says that she must allow the neighbors ingress and egress.  She said that her neighbors have always felt that it was her responsibility to maintain the driveway but legally she does not have to.  There is nothing on her neighbors’ deeds regarding her having to maintain this driveway either.  There is only a mention of the right to pass.  She also stated that she pays the taxes on this driveway.  She is very concerned about the damage the neighbors have caused to the driveway but to have it re-paved would be too costly, approximately $35,000.  She also stated that she is presently in court with her neighbors. 

The board stated that if the driveway was currently paved and if she had it re-paved it could possibly bring up the grade of the driveway, however, it could also be considered maintenance.  It would have to be reviewed by our assessing company.  Also, it was noted that if the driveway was gravel and then paved, it would definitely increase in assessment.  It was also noted that paved drives were not based on actually cost.  The town uses a grading system.  

Minutes:  The board reviewed and signed the minutes of May 19, 2009 and July 21,2009.

Invoice:  The board reviewed and approved an invoice in the amount of $108.00 from Municipal Resources, Inc.  This will be forwarded to the accounting department for payment.

Municipal Resources Inc.:  The board reviewed a draft copy of the proposal from Municipal Resources, Inc. for Assessing Support Services to assist in the statistical revaluation in 2010.  After some discussion it was decided to table this at this time.

Extension for MS-1 filing:  The board reviewed, accepted and signed a form addressed to the N. H. Department of Revenue Administration asking for an extension for filing the MS-1 which is due on September 1, 2009.    The request asked to extend the filing until September 30, 2009.

Letter of acceptance:  A letter addressed to Commerford, Nieder, Perkins, LLC accepting their bid for the statistical revaluation to be conducted in 2010 was reviewed and signed.  It was noted that letters needed to be sent to the three other companies who responded to the bid process advising them that CNP had been awarded the bid.  This will be taken care tomorrow.

Contract from CNP:  The board was provided copies of the updated, written contract to be signed with CNP for the statistical revaluation.  The members will reviewed this contract and table the signing until the next meeting in September.

Other business:

Lori Davis asked if she has any further questions, should she direct them to the Town Administrator or should she come directly to the Board of Assessors at their regular meetings.  The board stated that either would do, however, it would be better if she did decide to come in to see the Assessors at their regular meetings, to please call ahead for an appointment.  It was also noted that meetings of the Board of Assessors are always open to the public unless otherwise posted.

Ralph Fellbaum, H2-04-02: Mr. Fellbaum was present and stated that he just wanted to let the board know “where we stand”.  He stated that he was not signing the agreement prepared by the Board of Assessors because he felt he was signing away his rights to appeal, something that was awarded to everyone else in town.  

Bryan Clark spoke up and said that by signing the agreement he was not signing away his rights.  The Board simply needed to have something in writing, which outlined the changes agreed upon.  The board discussed this with Mr. Fellbaum at one of their meetings and Mr. Fellbaum then agreed with the Board.   This agreement outlined the changes agreed to and further said that Mr. Fellbaum would agree not come back and further appeal with respect to these changes.  

Mr. Fellbaum said that this was not the way he read the agreement. He further stated that either way, he refuses to sign the agreement and is appealing to the Superior Court.   He stated that he has researched all the building permits and there were 22 houses, all gained entry by the assessors in 2005, which were at 4%.   His depreciation was at 4% and now it is at 1%.  He feels that he has a strong position and will be filing the paperwork on Tuesday morning.  

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.
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Bryan Clark

Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by:  Janice VandeBogart, Secretary
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