TOWN OF DUNBARTON

BOARD OF ASSESSORS

MINUTES OF MEETING

April 21, 2009

Present:
Timothy Terragni, Chairman



Mary LaValley



Bryan Clark



Janice VandeBogart, Recording Secretary

 

Scott Marsh, Municipal Resources, Inc.

The meeting was called to order at 7PM

Scheduled appointments:

7:00 pm:  Lynn Marcou, Susan Kelly and Karen Tomes.  They did not show up so the board moved on to their second scheduled appointment.

Mert Mann, regarding application for elderly exemption: The board reviewed the application.  Mr. Mann stated that his son’s name was on the deed to the property but this was done only for estate purposes.  He stated that his son does not contribute to the support of the property.  Mr. Mann produced proof of income to the board.   Based on assets and income and on the wording of his deed regarding ownership, the board voted unanimously to accept a total exemption of $70,650 on this property identified as E3-06-32.  This exemption to be effective for the tax year 2009.   It was also determined that Mr. Mann’s son does not have to sign the application form as the exemption is in name of Mert Mann and he is the qualifying applicant.

The following items were reviewed, approved and signed:

· Minutes of the March 17, 2009 meeting of the Board of Assessors

· Intent to Excavate:  Kara Realty LLC, H2-02-06.

· Inventories received from:  PSNH, Unitil, National Grid – NE Power and NE Hydro.

Current Use Application:  

· 54 Daniel Plummer Realty LLC, owner Roland Cassidy, Ray Road, H2-01-03.  The application was reviewed by the board and by Scott Marsh from MRI.  It was voted that the application was complete with the exception of the owner’s signature.  The board signed the form but advised that the owner must sign before it can be processed.  All were in favor.

Invoice for approval:   

· Municipal Resources, Inc.  in the amount of $1220.70.  The invoice was approved for payment.

Applications for Veteran’s Credit:

1. Thomas Murphy, B3-02-03, 13 Town Farm Lane.  Veteran of Vietnam.

2. Norris Shatney, B4-05-10, 51 Long Pond Road. Veteran of Vietnam.

3. Steven Johnson, G3-03-06, 16 Grapevine Road. Veteran of Persian Gulf

4. James Harris, C6-04-05, 53 Jay Drive.  Veteran of Persian Gulf.

All of the above applications for Veteran’s credits were approved by the Board of Assessors and will become effective for the tax year 2009.  All were in favor.

Complaint:  It was noted that a complaint from Mr. Petretta of Clifford Farm Road was received in the office in regard to a visit to their property by a member of the Municipal Resources Inc. staff.  Scott Marsh stated that his associate went to the house, identified himself to Mrs. Petretta, showing his identification letter issued by the town, measured the home and left.  This is normal procedure.

Ray U Mills, G3-03-07:  A letter advising Mr. Mills that the board would make no changes to his current use penalty (see minutes of 3/17/09) was reviewed and signed by the Board.

Due to a family commitment, Mary LaValley left the meeting at 7:30 pm.

Ralph Fellbaum, H2-04-02: Scott Marsh, Municipal Resources, Inc.:  Mr. Marsh stated that he was here tonight to discuss some applications for abatements.  Mr. Ralph Fellbaum was also present, saying that he had wanted to be in on the discussion of his abatement.  Mr. Marsh agreed and discussed the Fellbaum abatement appeal saying that based on his past observations while at the property and looking at the evidence presented by Mr. Fellbaum, he felt that there was no evidence of value that had been given with the application to support a change.  Based on his findings he recommended to the board that this application be denied.   He also stated that upon recommendation from the Board of Assessors, no re-inspections were done on this property or any of the others applying for an abatement.

Mr. Fellbaum asked that the board look at the Methodology prepared by Vision when the revaluation was done and then look at the other properties he used for comparables.  He felt that his property should be a lower value then the others and it was not.  He could not understand why the installation of a $1200 stairwell could change his average from a +10 to a +20.  Mr. Marsh stated that the installation of the stairwell had nothing to do with the change on the average rating of the house.  When Mr. Marsh went in for an inspection he felt that the house was a +20 average and changed it because it was better then the quality listed on the card.  He also asked if Mr. Fellbaum had an appraisal done on the house.  He said he had, but was not sure what it was.

Tim Terragni stated that the town wants to satisfy you but at the same time be fair to everyone else.  When the town comes back in to review the property sometimes they find things that were missed.  

Mr. Fellbaum stated that he felt that the town was assessed by one person when the revaluation was done by Vision, meaning that one person had reviewed all the properties.  Then everyone should be the same.  If they made a mistake on his then a lot more might be wrong.  Putting in a $1200 stairwell should not change the average of the house and also he stated that his depreciation changed on the house and it should not have because of this alteration.  It was a 4 and now it is a 1.  He said he was okay with the town calling the house a Contemporary.  

Scott Marsh stated that regardless of what it is called, it is the real value of the property.  He then asked Mr. Fellbaum what he thought the house was worth.  Mr. Fellbaum said it was worth whatever it would be at an average +10.  Mr. Fellbaum encouraged the board to look at the other property cards he pulled and included on his application for abatement.  

After some discussion, it was suggested that an adjustment could be made to the average rating of the property.  This adjustment would bring the assessment down by $18,400.  Mr. Fellbaum was asked if this change was made, would he agree to withdraw his application for abatement and not pursue this further.  He said he would consider that.

The Board stated that they would discuss this matter further and let Mr. Fellbaum know their decision.  Mr. Fellbaum left at 8:00 pm

Further discussion:  It was suggested that the town should get it in writing that if he agrees to a reduction of $18,400 on his assessment, he does not appeal any further.  It was recommended that this change be made resulting in a monitory refund of $284.00 plus interest.  Mr. Marsh will draw up a letter.

Abatements:  Further discussion took place with Scott Marsh regarding other applications for abatements:

· Emery & Yvonne Wheeler, J2-01-32, property assessment on 72 Old Fort Lane.  The property was listed with a bigger lot size than what was there.  The error was found right after the first billing in June and so it was corrected for the December tax bill.  The Wheelers filed for an abatement after the June bill and it was corrected on the December bill.  Therefore, this would be an untimely filing.  Mr. Marsh recommended that the board deny this appeal.                             Motion by Tim Terragni that the appeal be denied; seconded by Bryan Clark and the vote was in the affirmative. Motion carried.

· Louis & Mary Ann Nicoloro, K1-12-13, 16 Gary Road:  This appeal was received on March 30, 2009 and the deadline for filing was March 1st.   The recommendation from MRI would be to deny this application for abatement due to untimely filing.  However, they will advise the owners that the assessment, along with others in the area, will be reviewed and if appropriate, changes will be made for the 2009 tax year.  This was due to the Milfoil problem at Gorham Pond.          Motion by Tim Terragni that the appeal be denied; seconded by Bryan Clark and the vote was in the affirmative. Motion carried.

·  Arthur Thomas, A4-01-06, 301 Stark Highway South.  This is a 23 acres piece with part of it in current use, water frontage on a pond.  Mr. Marsh stated that he looked at it last year for the building permit.  Mr. Thomas did not supply comparables to back up any change.  An exterior review of the improvements was done in 2007.  At that time the improvements were found to still be on site.  As no evidence of market value has been provided and properties listed are not true comparables, it was recommended that the board deny this appeal.                  Motion by Tim Terragni that the appeal be denied; seconded by Bryan Clark and the vote was in the affirmative. Motion carried.

· Alison & Theodore Vallieres, E3-06-08, 18 Tucker Hill Road:   Mr. Marsh stated that the applicant filed for an adjustment due to the view easement this property had on it.  The easement restricts the owner from putting anything on the 1 ½ acre section of the land because of the view.  This was part of the covenants when they purchased the property.  He recommended that the board deny this appeal.              Motion by Tim Terragni that the appeal be denied; seconded by Bryan Clark and the vote was in the affirmative. Motion carried.

· Lynn Marcou, Karen Tomes, and Susan Kelly:   After much thought and discussion, it was the decision of the board not to waive the interest on these properties and to deny their applications for abatement.    Motion was made by Tim Terragni to deny the applications for appeal of the current use penalties and to deny the waiver of interest on the current use penalties, (G2-03-11, G2-03-08 & G2-03-07).  The motion was seconded by Bryan Clark and the vote was in the affirmative.  Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at   8:30 pm.
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Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by:  Janice VandeBogart, Secretary
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