TOWN OF DUNBARTON

BOARD OF ASSESSORS

MINUTES OF MEETING

JANUARY 15, 2008

Present:
Timothy Terragni, Chairman



Mary LaValley



Bryan Clark



Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator and





Recording Secretary

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.

The minutes of the November 2007 meeting were reviewed.  Motion was made by Mary LaValley to accept the minutes as written.  Bryan Clark seconded the motion; all were in favor.  Minutes were signed.

Two Intent to Cut Timber were reviewed and accepted.  James Stone, F4-02-01 and Thomas Englund, D3-02-01.  

Veterans Credit:  An application for a Veteran’s Credit from Lawrence Tokar, 80 Twist Hill Road, Dunbarton was reviewed and accepted by the Board.  It was noted that Mr. Tokar was a veteran of the Gulf War, serving from 1986 to 1991.  He has been a resident of the town since March of 2007.  This Veteran’s Credit will be effective April 1, 2008.

Ratio:  The town have received their Equalization Ratio for the year 2007.  The ratio is 94%.

Appeals:  The board reviewed letters sent to two of the three property owners who have applied for an abatement of their 2005 taxes.  The letters were mailed to Dunbarton 88 and to Gramp’s Camp from Municipal Resources, Inc., Scott Marsh, asking for more information.  It was noted that the third applicant, Lynda Gagne, was contacted by Mr. Marsh via telephone.  

A letter was received on January 14, 2008 in the town office from Dunbarton 88 saying that they had withdrawn their appeal.  MRI will be notified and sent a copy of the letter.

For the record, the board had been informed that as a follow up to Ralph Fellbaum’s request for an interior inspection of his property, two calls had been placed from the town office personnel to Mr. Fellbaum to set up an appointment to have Scott Marsh from MRI conduct the inspection.  Mr. Fellbaum did not respond to the calls.

Also, for the record, the board has not heard from Rick Martin concerning his questions regarding a current use penalty on his property.    (The Board had requested a copy of the map.)

Town Report:  The board reviewed the report for the annual town report prepared by Chairman Tim Terragni.  All approved.

Budget 2007:  A discussion ensued regarding the proposed 2008 budget for the Assessing Department.  It was noted that Chairman Tim Terragni has an appointment scheduled for January 24, 2008 to meet with the Board of Selectmen to review the Assessing budget.

Discussion:

1. Secretary’s Salary for Year:  Stay at $700, no increase over 2007.

2. Board member’s Salary for Year: Stay at $500 each or a total of $1500, no increase over 2007.  It was noted that when the town is in a revaluation year, there would need to be an increase in this line because of the workload and time off taken from their regular jobs.

3. Appraisal Services:  The line covers the cost for Municipal Resources Inc. to do the annual pick ups; current use penalties; general assessing; etc.  The increase in the hourly rate went up from $65.00 to $70.00; increase in price per parcel from $28.00 to $29.00; and an increase in mileage reimbursement from $.485 to $.505 per mile.  It was noted that the town spent $11,186.94 in 2007 and budgeted $20,000.  The board also discussed the extra cost for the appeals which will be handled by MRI at the NH Board of Tax and Land Appeals.  Tim Terragni stated that when he spoke with Joe Lassard from MRI he gave Tim an estimate of $4000-$6000 for the appeals.  After much discussion, the board decided to budget $4000 for the appeals and $12000 for the regular assessing services, which made this line on the budget $16,000.

4. Utility Assessing:  A proposal from George Sansoucy was reviewed and discussed.  It was unclear to the board regarding the revaluation costs included in his proposal of $9,000.  Tim Terragni will call Mr. Sansoucy for clarification and will get back to the members.  

5. General Supplies:  This number was $100 in 2007; the board decided to leave this line in the budget at $100 for 2008.  It was noted that $66.31 was spent in 2007.

6. Training:  The budget in 2007 was $50 for this line.  $10 was spent in 2007.  After some discussion, it was decided to increase this line to $100 because some of the members would like to attend more training in 2008.

7. Software Support Fees:  This line has a $1.00, just to keep the line active.  The town has been given free support services through the year 2008 by Vision Appraisal as agreed to compensate for their mistake in 2006.  After 2008, however, support services will be charged to the town.

Invoice:  An invoice was reviewed from Municipal Resources, Inc. in the amount of $964.33.  Some of the cost incurred was a result of preliminary work performed for the appeals.  The Board asked Janice VandeBogart to contact Joe Lassard of MRI to let him know that they do not wish to have any further work done on the appeals until the town hears from the NHBTLA.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.
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Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by:
Janice VandeBogart,



Town Administrator and Recording Secretary

