BOARD OF ASSESSORS

TOWN OF DUNBARTON

MINUTES OF MEETING

June 19, 2007

Present:
Tim Terragni, Chairman

Bryan Clark

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator and




Recording Secretary

Mary LaValley was unable to attend tonight’s meeting.

Meeting was called to order at 7PM

Bryan Clark informed the board that he had been in contact with Carl Smied from Orford who has extensive knowledge regarding “Discretionary Preservation Easements”, which is a mechanism to help save old New Hampshire barns.  Mr. Smied is willing to come to Dunbarton to make a presentation to the public.  Bryan will hope to catch up with him by next week to be here for the July meeting.  Also, Craig Nichols from DRA has agreed to attend to answer any questions.  The board will also invite the Board of Selectmen and members of the Historical Society.  A representative from Municipal Resources will also be invited.  Letters will go out to all those property owners in Dunbarton who have barns inviting them to attend.   

Scott Marsh from Municipal Resources, Inc. (MRI) was in to meet with the Board and review the remaining applications for abatements.

1. Lucien Costa, K1-11-06:  Mr. Costa had questioned the classification of his home as a ranch and questioned value on wet areas on the lot.  After inspection, Mr. Marsh recommended a change in the style of the house from ranch to cottage.  This was based on his inspection of the property and a comparison with neighboring properties.  In addition, there was an adjustment made for the wetlands.  These changes resulted in a reduction in the assessment of $34,700 from $167,700 to $133,000 or an abatement in the amount of $571.16.                                                                                    MOTION:  Tim Terragni made the motion to GRANT the abatement for Lucien Costa, K1-11-06 as recommended by MRI.  The motion was seconded by Bryan Clark and the motion passed.

2. Steven and Pamela Singer, E3-02-34:  Mr. Marsh stated that the Singers had a tax representative comment on this assessment and he reviewed all their paperwork.  He stated that the information they submitted was based on sales in other towns and were not comparable with this property and no adjustments were made to bring them in line with the Singer’s property.  The information provided did not prove that Dunbarton had over assessed this property.  An inspection was made of the property and with the exception of a small deck area and extra bath fixtures (which were added in 2007), the town’s assessment of the property was accurate.  He made the recommendation to the Board to deny this application for an abatement.  MOTION:  Tim Terragni made the motion to DENY the abatement for Steven and Pamela Singer, E3-02-34 as recommended by MRI.  The motion was seconded by Bryan Clark and the motion passed.

3. Rebecca Way Hebert, F4-01-04:  Mr. Marsh stated that this was a colonial style home on 8 acres on Guinea Road, recently sold.  Upon inspection of the property he found that there was an indoor pool which was being assessed as living space which was an error.  Also the home needed lots of repairs.  He made adjustments and recommended that the assessment be lowered by $136,000, from $425,600 to $289,000, resulting in an abatement of $2248.44.  This, he said, was more in line for what the property sold for (290,000).  He noted that the abatement was filed by the new owner not the previous owner.                                      At this time the board asked if MRI would be going over all the sales (part of their contract) that we had this year.  Scott said that there were 21 sales and he would make a note to get a letter out to them, seeing if MRI could do an inspection of the property.  Tim Terragni stated that he had made improvements to his own property this year and appreciated the letter which was mailed out advising of an increase in his assessment. He felt this practice should be continued as it gives fair warning before the tax bill arrives.                MOTION:  Tim Terragni made the motion to GRANT the abatement for Rebecca Way Hebert, F4-01-04 as recommended by MRI.  The motion was seconded by Bryan Clark and the motion passed.

4. Roger and David Nault, B6-02-10:  Mr. Marsh stated that this was a mobile home and the owners took down patricians and put on an addition with the intent to change the style to a ranch in order to obtain a loan on the property.  The owners were concerned about the assessment being high because it was a ranch and stated that it was below average construction.  Upon inspection MRI determined that the materials were below average and made adjustments.  The style is still considered a ranch but brought the value down because of the workmanship.  MRI recommended a reduction in assessment of $25,400 from $193,900 to $168,500, with an abatement of $418.08.                                                                                                       MOTION:   Bryan Clark made the motion to GRANT the abatement for Roger and David Nault, B6-02-10 as recommended by MRI.  The motion was seconded by Tim Terragni and the motion passed.

5. Robert and Lorraine Dacko, F5-03-06:  Mr. Marsh stated that the field card on this property showed incorrect building data and upon inspection it was found that the sketch was not correct.  The quality of the construction was understated as well.  MRI raised the quality of grade and made the changes to the size of the house.  This resulted in a reduction in the assessment of $15,000 from $615,200 to $600,200, with an abatement of $246.90.   MOTION: Tim Terragni made the motion to GRANT the abatement for Robert and Lorraine Dacko, F5-03-06 as recommended by MRI.  The motion was seconded by Bryan Clark and the motion passed.

6. John and Kathleen Mazalewski, B4-01-12:  Mr. Marsh stated that the site size on this property had been incorrect for some time.  The size was listed as 2.20 acres and proven by deeds and other documents to be 1.46 acres.  Adjustments were made and it was recommended by MRI to grant an abatement which resulted in a reduction in assessment of $3,900, from $232,300 to $228,400 with an abatement of $64.19.                              MOTION:  The motion by Tim Terragni to GRANT the abatement for John and Kathleen Mazalewski, B4-01-12 as recommended by MRI was seconded by Bryan Clark.  The motion passed.

It was noted for the record that two other applications for abatement were previously processed.  Those being:  Glenn and Denis Dubois, E2-02-12 and Addison Chase, III and Karen Lemay, G4-01-01.  

Scott Marsh stated that the total changes on the abatements amounted to a reduction in $251,700 in assessment or $4,142.98 in taxes.  Based on the values and the sales he said the Ratio was running around 93% at this time.  The ratio came in last year at 90.7%.  The COD was good.  The raw land is a little off but this is common statewide.  Could stay on top of this and bring them in line but it would be an expensive thing to do.

New Hampshire Traditional Homes, Michael Poirier, G4-03-06 – Now in the name of Valerie St. Pierre.  Scott Marsh stated that he reviewed this property to determine the current use penalty.  The property was sold for $135,000 (land only).  Mr. Poirier claimed cost incurred in order to sell the property for that price.  Mr. Marsh stated that there was cost incurred from having to cut in the driveway to access the property but because part of the driveway needed to be cut in for the lot below this one, he felt that this was only a small consideration.  He also considered that the sale price of $135,000 did include the current use penalty as it was agreed that the seller would be responsible for the penalty.  Given that,  he felt it was only fair to adjust the value accordingly from $135,000 to $125,000 – taking a $10,000 reduction.  The penalty would be $12,500 (10% of the $125,000).  

MOTION:  Tim Terragni made the motion to accept the recommendation of MRI and establish the current use penalty for G4-03-06 to be $12,500.  The motion was seconded by Bryan Clark and the motion carried.  The paperwork will be prepared and a warrant go out to the property owner.

D6-03-03: Condos on Montalona Road.  Mr. Marsh stated that a letter had been received from the Dobles asking for a review of the property.  After reviewing the assessment on all four condos, he found that they were not consistent.  For one thing they are all charged for the land (13 acres) and it should be common land and each condo should have a 25% interest which is reflected in the total assessment.  Mr. Marsh wanted to know if the board knew of any reason why they were calculated this way and the board could not shed any light on this.  The board recommended that he check the condos on Twist Hill Road to compare.    Tim Terragni suggested that he go back and do an inspection.  Mr. Marsh agreed.  

Scott Marsh left at 8:07pm.

It was noted for the record that the board had two scheduled appointments this evening.  The first appointment at 7PM, William Nichols, did not attend and the second appointment, John Herlihy, cancelled and will re-schedule in July.

The Board reviewed and signed the following:

· Minutes of May 15, 2007

· Intent to Cut Timber: Thomas, Arthur A4-01-06

· Timber Tax Warrants and Certifications of wood cut for:

· John & Stella Chase, I1-02-05

· Robert and Rose Belisle, I1-02-06

· James and Lillon Walker, I3-03-01

· Robert and Ellen Allwood, H3-01-03

· S & M Forest Trust, I3-03-05

· James Stone, G4-04-04

· Donald Perkins,  B2-01-05

· Gregory Scarlett, C4-01-06

· Rodney Doucet, B4-04-01

· Dunbarton Town Forest, B5-03-01 & 02

· Dunbarton Town Forest, C5-01-03 & C5-02-13

· Steve Brenan, H5-02-02

· Gerard and Jean Meisner, H4-02-03

OTHER:

· Barbara Brown – updated veteran’s credit as a Veteran’s widow.  The board approved her application and signed.

· Invoice from Municipal Resources, Inc. in the amount of $1,882.63.  The board approved payment.

· Current Use Penalty, Alfred and Doris Michaud, F5-01-02 in the amount of $1000 as recommended by Municipal Resources Inc.  The Michaud’s had 3.26 acres in current use along with 18 plus acres contiguous to this lot.  They sold the 18 plus acre lot which disqualified the 3.26 acres from Current Use.  The board approved the current use penalty and signed the warrant.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.








______________________________

Tim Terragni, Chairman








______________________________ 








Bryan Clark








Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by:  Janice VandeBogart




Town Administrator
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