  BOARD OF ASSESSORS

TOWN OF DUNBARTON

MINUTES OF MEETING

June 20, 2006

Present:
Tim Terragni, Chairman

Bryan Clark



Mary LaValley



Janice VandeBogart, Secretary and Town Administrator

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.

George Nicolaou, D3-03-01, was in to meet with the Board.  Mr. Nicolaou stated that he had a 7:15pm appointment but he was not on the schedule.  

Mr. Nicolaou inquired as to what the duties of an assessor were and what was their purpose.  Bryan Clark went over their duties, in general.  He stated that assessments were based on sales, at that time, in the area.  At the time of the revaluation, Vision based all their figures on sales at that time.  

Mr. Nicolaou stated that when he bought his land he paid $35,000 and the town came in and gave him a value of $50,000.  When the house burned on July 4, 2002, he was given a discount right off, even though the town did not have to do that.  Compton French, then assessor for the town, brought the building down to $5000 salvage value.  Mr. Nicolaou has done his best to preserve the building, put a tin roof on it in 2003 but now he has a bad mold problem.  In May of 2004 the Dunbarton  Building Department advising that he needed a permit to continue working on the building.  He felt this was preservation work but to keep peace, he got a permit.  He stated that nothing else was done to the property.  In April of 2005 the revaluation was done.  He received a letter from the town saying something about the property being under construction.  The assessor came out, said he was under construction, and therefore the town needed to updated accordingly.  This work was done prior to Vision doing assessment.  Mr. Nicolaou stated that the assessor told him he would come back and assess him every year.  Mr. Nicolaou did not like the arrogance of the assessor.  Mr. Nicolaou advised the assessor that no permit had been pulled.  He was told by the MRI assessor that his property was under valued and MRI felt it should be done, therefore it was flagged.  

Bryan Clark informed Mr. Nicolaou that the state requires that towns conduct assessments or revals on a regular basis.  The Board and town was only doing what the law requires.  When Vision Appraisals did the reval in 2005, any property that was still being worked on, was flagged and would have been picked up by the new appraisers.

Mr. Nicolaou went on to say that this had been going on since he moved to this town.  He was sick of this.  He showed the board other property cards that he felt should have been flagged but were not.  He indicated preferential treatment.   The board steadfastly denied favoritism.  The revaluation was done in a professional and above board manner.  If Mr. Nicolaou had concerns about his property, those concerns would be addressed and only those concerns.

Mr. Nicolaou went on to say that now there is mold in the building due to the water coming in from the open roof due to the fire.  Also, if the town says it used comparables, what did they compare his burned home to?  Tim Terragni stated that the house was measured and a value was put on for what was there.  Mr. Nicolaou felt the materials were worthless because now he has to demolish the building and start fresh because of the mold situation.  He was quoted $25,000 to demolish the building but he cannot do so now because he is still fighting with the insurance company to settle the claim. He said that even if he did take the structure down he did not intend to rebuild.  He had an auctioneer look at it and he was told that because of the mold issue they were not interested.  Also, a realtor would not look at it either.  

The board continually tried to assure Mr. Nicolaou that he was not treated unfairly.  However, they agreed to review his property assessment with the town assessors.  Tim Terragni asked him to write down all his questions and concerns and the board would be glad to go over it and see what the town could do to help him with this.  He was invited to come in the office and go through the manual used to assess property in Dunbarton if he wished.

Mr. Nicolaou stated he would like the value removed on the house.  It is now valued at $24,400 (the land is valued at $91,200, 3.15 acres).  He stated that the topo was level but the land was not level.   He wanted these discrepancies corrected.  

Other Business:  

The board reviewed letters that will go out with the overpayment checks that will be issued this week (see minutes of June 15, 2006).  The letter was approved by the board.  The letter going out to those due a refund but were non-entry properties was reviewed and approved with some changes.


The board approved and signed the following:

1. Certification of Timber Cut for Meisner, H4-02-03.

2. Minutes of  May 16th, June 8th,  and June 15th.

3. Correction on Current Use Penalty for Keefe, H1-01-012

The board reviewed the application for Exemption submitted by Trinity Baptist Church.  The motion was made by Tim Terragni and seconded by Mary LaValley to accept the Exemption on Real Estate for Trinity Baptist Church on lot #I3-01-03.  The vote was in the affirmative, motion passed.  The board signed a notice of approval for Trinity Baptist Church.

The application for Tax Abatement for New England Power Company was discussed.  It was noted that a letter was received from the utility appraiser, George Sancoucy, stating that he found no compelling rationale offered in the filing to warrant a reduction in the 2005 assessed value.  He advised the town to deny their appeal.  

Mary LaValley made the motion to deny the application for abatement for New England Power Company for the tax year 2005.  Bryan Clark seconded the motion and the vote was in the affirmative.  The board went on to sign the denial form to be returned to New England Power Company.

An invoice in the amount of $1,358.05  from MRI  was reviewed and approved.  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm
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Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by: Janice VandeBogart
