  BOARD OF ASSESSORS

TOWN OF DUNBARTON

MINUTES OF MEETING

April 18, 2006

Present:
Timothy Terragni, Chairman



Bryan Clark



Mary LaValley



Janice VandeBogart, Secretary and Town Administrator

7:00 pm:  Meeting was called to order

Tom Englund, D3-02-01:  The Board met with Mr. Englund to discuss his application for Discretionary Preservation Easement for his barn.  He had information that he would leave for the board to review.  He wanted to know what the process was and what was next for him to do.

Tim Terragni stated that the board had met with two members of DRA and discussed this with them.  The Town has to come up with language to establish a policy to be used for barn easements.   The people from DRA suggested that the town contact a couple of towns to get examples of what they are using and this has been followed up on already.  However, at this time no further information is available.   

Mr. Englund stated that they were seeking a 25% value on the barn and they were to spend money to upgrade the barn in return for savings in tax money.  He noted that the owner is mandated to improve the value of the barn in order to keep the exemption.  This is a 10 year exemption and it is not sure what happens after the 10 years are up.  It was noted that there is a lien placed on the deed and if it is sold, the lien would go with the property.  It was also noted that the owner would have to pay a penalty if he does not follow through with the improvements.

The Historical Society has been cataloging and measuring all the old barns in the town.  Any barn over 75 years old would be on that list.  It was also mentioned that in order to qualify for this easement the barns are to be kept for agricultural use only, not to be used for offices, restaurant, etc.  

It was also determined that in order for the town to adopt a policy for this preservation easement, the assessing officials would have to have a public hearing. 

The Board will keep Mr. & Mrs. Englund informed of progress.

Ray Simard, 1220 Black Brook Road, B5-02-05:  Mr. Simard met with the board in regard to his written request to remove the recreation discount from his current use assessment (letter received April 14, 2006, attached).   Mr. Simard stated that he could no longer deal with people having access to his land from the power line easement, coming on the property with motorized vehicles such as snow mobiles and ATVs.  They leave garbage behind and disrupt his animals in the pastures and have no regard for his property.   If he at any time felt it necessary to post his property, he would not able to do so with the recreation discount on his current use land.  He stated that he might not post it but he wanted to insure that he had that right under the current use laws if need be.  He went on to say that when put his land in current use he didn’t understand the laws governing the use of the land in regard to snowmobiling and dirt biking.  At the time felt he could work with them but this has not always worked.  He is not getting cooperation from the snow mobile clubs and he is tired of the fight.  He referred to a meeting that took place with the Conservation Commission on April 12th where the gates on Legache Hill Road were discussed.  People at the meeting did not want the gates and talked the Conservation Commission into not putting the gates up and Mr. Simard was very upset.  Mr. Simard felt that the gates would discourage some of the traffic coming through his property and stated that 90% of his problems came from that area of town.  His own gates had been pulled down, the cattle disturbed, his fields disturbed and trash everywhere in the spring from people on snow mobiles.  He also wanted to stop the hunting near the fences but his main problem has been with the motorized vehicles.

It was unsure if Mr. Simard would need to file a form to be recorded with the registry but this will be checked into.   

Decision:  The motion was made by Mary LaValley to accept Ray Simard’s request to remove the recreation discount from his current use land effective for the 2006 tax year on lot B5-02-05.  Motion was seconded by Tim Terragni and the motion passed.  

The following items were reviewed, accepted and signed:

1. Minutes of March 21, 2006 and March 28, 2006.

2. Current Use Penalty in the name of Nancy Miller and Torin Ward, lot number I3-01-04

3. Warrant for collection of Excavation Tax:

a. Kara Realty, LLC, H2-02-06

b. Stark Brook Land Dev, LLC, I1-03-01

4. Timber Tax Warrant for:

a. Doucet (Story Heirs), B4-04-01

b. Swindlehurst, C3-03-01

c. GPS Properties, C4-01-06

5. Certification of wood cut for:

a. Doucet (Story Heirs), B4-04-01

b. Swindlehurst, C3-03-01

c. GPS Properties, C4-01-06

6. Intent to Cut Timber for the following:

a. Girard Meisner, H4-02-03

b. GPS Properties, Gregg Scarlett, C4-01-06

c. Rodney Doucet, Story Heirs, B4-04-01

Gerald Dugrenier, B6-02-01:  The board reviewed the written request from Mr. Dugrenier to have the recreation discount removed from his property on Montalona Road.  It was noted for the record that Mr. Dugrenier wishes to post his land because of problems he has had with motorized vehicles such as jeeps, and ATVs crossing on to his land from the power lines.   

Decision:  The motion by Mary LaValley to accept Gerald Dugrenier’s request to remove the recreation discount from his current use land, lot B6-02-01, effective for the 2006 tax year was seconded by Bryan Clark and the motion passed.

Applications for Current Use:   The following application for current use were reviewed by the Board:

1. Charles H. and Lisette Roy, D4-05-02:  The application form was filled out correctly and a check in the amount of $21.00 has been received for filing purposes.  However, the attached map was incomplete as there were no definitive measurements indicated on the map to show the exact area left out of current use.  The Roys will be contacted to supply a better map.  Tabled until next meeting.

2. Walter Chrzaszca, E4-02-04:  It was unclear what Mr. Chrzaszca was asking for as his land is already in current use.  Janice will contact him for further information.  Tabled until next meeting.

3. Edward & Vicki Klements, G2-05-04:  The application was accepted by the board.  It was noted that the map was excellent and precise.  The paperwork will be forwarded to MRI to make changes in the computer to reflect current use on this property. The A-10 will be forwarded to the Registry for recording as the recording fee has been paid to the Town of Dunbarton.

4.  Constance George, E6-03-03:  The application was accepted by the board. The paperwork will be forwarded to MRI to make changes in the computer program to reflect current use on this property.  The A-10 will be forwarded to the Registry for recording, fee has been paid to the Town of Dunbarton.

5. Kenneth Dorval & Jill Nault, D4-03-04:  This application was incomplete as the attached map did not show clearly the portion left out of current use.  The owners will be notified that a better map is needed.  This will be tabled until the next meeting.

6. Schroeder Family Revocable Trust, David & Darcy Schroeder, F5-01-03: This application was accompanied by a forest management plan and an application to change the current use to reflect forest stewardship.  All seemed to be in order and the board accepted their plan.  It was undecided if the for A-10 form which added stewardship should be filed with the Registry of Deeds.  Janice will call Department of Revenue for a ruling.  The board signed the application as approved.

The following application for Veteran’s Credit were reviewed and accepted by the Board of Assessors:

1. Mark Merrill, lot K1-04-20.  Veteran of Persian Gulf War.

2. Michael Elmes, F3-02-11. Veteran of Persian Gulf War.

3. Kenneth Dorval, D4-03-04. Veteran of Korean War.

Current Use Penalty, Stinson Hills, LLC:  These penalties will need to be reviewed and calculated by Municipal Resources, Inc. 

Invoice for appraisal services:  An invoice in the amount of $703.20 for appraisal services for the month of March from Municipal Resources, Inc. was reviewed and approved for payment.

It was noted for the record that Vision Appraisals Monica Gordon, is in the process of reviewing the appeals for abatements for the tax year 2005.  Monica has finished reviewing about half of the parcels and will be forwarding her recommendations to the board as soon as possible.  The remainder of the applications will be reviewed and sent on to the board soon.  The town has until June 1st to make a decision.

Adjourned at 9:15 pm







_______________________________ 







Timothy Terragni, Chairman
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Bryan Clark
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Mary LaValley







Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by: Janice VandeBogart
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