  BOARD OF ASSESSORS

TOWN OF DUNBARTON

MINUTES OF MEETING

March 21, 2006

Present:
Timothy Terragni, Chairman



Bryan Clark



Mary LaValley



Janice VandeBogart, Secretary and Town Administrator

Meeting was called to order at 7pm. 

The Board welcomed their new member, Mary LaValley.  Also, Tim and Bryan wanted to extend their appreciation to John Swindlehurst for his three years of service on the Board.

Election of Chair:  The motion was made by Mary LaValley and seconded by Bryan Clark to nominate Tim Terragni Chairman of the Board of Assessors.  The motion passed.

The minutes of February 21, 2006 and March 7, 2006 were reviewed and signed by Tim Terragni and Bryan Clark.  

Letter of Introduction: The Board signed a letter of introduction for Scott Marsh from Municipal Resources, Inc. to be given to tax payers when he starts going out in the field to review the pick up appraisals for the town.  This letter identifies Mr. Marsh as an assessor hired by the town.  A copy of the letter will be submitted to the police department as well.

Timber Tax:  The board reviewed and signed a certification of timber cut and a timber tax warrant for Allan & Colette Girard, B3-02-06.  

Veterans Credit:  The board reviewed an application for a veterans credit from Terry R. Jelley.  The board accepted the application as Mr. Jelley qualified for the veteran’s credit and signed his card.

 MRI Contract:  The contract from MRI was reviewed and it was noted that MRI had made all the changes requested by the board on March 7th.  The contract was signed by Tim Terragni and Bryan Clark.  Mary LaValley abstained as she was not on the board for the initial negotiation of the contract.  Two copies were signed. One copy will be mailed to MRI and one copy will be kept in the town office.

The board discussed the possibility of having MRI inspect houses as they are sold in order to keep the ratio up to date.  This will be something the board wanted to try this year to see how it goes.  

2005 Ratio:  It was noted for the record that the ratio for the year 2005 came in at 94.2%.  

Current Use Penalties:  

1. Jonathan Hammond, E3-01-09:  The map on this lot was reviewed by the board.  The owner is building a house on a 38.02 acre piece off Mansion Road, disqualifying one acre for the house.  It was determined that the value of this one acre home site was $80,500 according to the property card (2005 value).  After applying the new ratio of 94.2% to this value, the board determined that the market value of this one acre site would be $85,169.  The motion was made by Tim Terragni to set the value on this one acre lot at $85,000, making the penalty $8,500 was seconded by Mary LaValley.  The vote was in the affirmative, motion passed. 

2. Mansion Heights, G2-05-15:  The map was reviewed by the board.  This lot was originally a 12.71 acre parcel with 1.46 acres out of current use and 11.25 in current use.  It was bought by DePietro Homes who used this lot to annex to other lots in order to get approval for a development, with a road coming off Mansion Road, for the Stinson Heights subdivision.  The lot was disqualified as a result of the road being cut in and the subdivision itself.  Lot G2-05-15 is now 3.17 acres with the house.  The board felt they did not have enough information on this to make a decision at this time.  It was voted to table this until they had a chance to review the subdivision plan, etc.  

Craig Nichols, Department of Revenue:  It was noted that the board has been trying to set up an appointment to meet with Mr. Nichols to discuss his review of Dunbarton Assessing Department.  It was decided to contact Mr. Nichols to see if he would be available to meet with the board and Dunbarton town office personnel on March 28, 2006 (Tuesday) at 9:00 am at the town office.  Janice will contact Mr. Nichols and let the board know if this is good for him.

Discretionary Preservation Easement:  An application has been received for a discretionary preservation easement from Thomas Englund, lot D3-02-01.  The board voted to table this until they received further information on these easements from  DRA.  

Application for Current Use:  An application for current use was received from Charles & Lisette Roy, D4-05-02.  The board decided to have the town office contact Mr. Roy to bring in a better map with their application.  Definite dimensions need to be delineated on the map showing what would be left out of current use.

Appeals for Abatements – 2005 tax year:  It was noted for the record that the Town Office has received a total of 40 applications for abatements as of March 1, 2006.  All but four applications have been submitted to Vision Appraisal, Monica Gordon, for her review as stated in the contract.  

The board reviewed the four applications not forwarded to Vision.  The following three applications for abatements were voted to be forwarded to Vision: 

· Trudeau, E6-01-02:  The board wanted Vision to visit this property.

· Williamson, F2-03-04:  Vision needs to revisit this also.

· Goldstein, D4-03-02:  Vision needs to review the wet land on this property to see if they are being taxed correctly.

The board voted to deny the application for appeal on Mark and Debra Urella, C4-02-10 based on a previous decision made by the Board regarding their request for a reduction in taxes because their property is being used  as a distribution for the Salvation Army (See minutes of February 21, 2006).   The board signed the application for abatement as a DENIAL.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45PM







_______________________________ 







Timothy Terragni, Chairman







_______________________________ 







Bryan Clark







_______________________________ 






Mary LaValley







Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by: Janice VandeBogart
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