  BOARD OF ASSESSORS

TOWN OF DUNBARTON

MINUTES OF MEETING

March 7, 2006

Present:
Timothy Terragni, Chairman



Bryan Clark



John Swindlehurst 



Janice VandeBogart, Secretary and Town Administrator

Meeting was called to order at 9 am. 

The board met with Joe Lessard from MRI, Municipal Resources, Inc., to review their proposal for appraisal services.

Discussion on the proposal:  Tim reviewed the contract, covering the scope of their work for the town as follows: 

· Current use 

· Timber Tax

· Gravel Tax

· Current Use Penalties

· Available to have appointments with taxpayers

· Spring pick ups, fall abatements

· Sales Analysis, for sales ratio

· MS-I 

· Two day average per month.

John Swindlehurst:  Asked about the current use penalties, MS 1 and timber tax.  These have been handled in office.  MRI would be able to handle this part of the assessing if needed.

Bryan Clark:  Asked about assessing each property as it sells.  It was pointed out that this would be an extra cost of between $2000 and $3000.  He asked how aggressive MRI was regarding entry of houses.    Mr. Lessard stated that if the owner does not respond MRI would put them on their list of checks and go to the property for an outside appraisal. This way they could take a look and see if the data was accurate and if this sale could be used in the sales analysis.  He stated that they were able to get into ¾ of the homes in other towns.  They have IDs on their person and on their vehicles.  

Annual Contract VS Hourly Contract:  It was the general consensus of the board that the town would go with an hourly contract for the first year to get a clearer understanding of what the total costs would be for services over a years time.  

Changes in the Contract:

After much discussion and further review of the contract, the following changes were agreed on by the board and Joe Lessard, MRI.

· Page #2, under Fees & Charges:  #3, regarding third party costs.  John recommended adding the words “after town approval” and “with no surcharge”. Mr. Lessard agreed.

· Page #2, under Fees & Charges: #2, “Direct Expenses”*, the board wanted the sentence “for unforeseen items, including, but not limited to, faxes and research” removed.  Mr. Lessard agreed.

· Page #3, Term:  Changes term of contract from January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006 to March 1, 2006 through February 28, 2007.  Mr. Lessard agreed.

· Page #3, under Special Conditions:  #1, Remove “except for the defense of utility values”.  Mr. Lessard agreed to reword this to make it clear that this contract does not apply to utility values or he will remove the wording altogether.  He felt that rewording it would make it clear that MRI would not include utility values.

· Page #3, under Special Conditions: #2, the board wanted to add the words “and certified” to the first sentence so it would read as follows: “MRI reserves the right to assign other qualified and certified  assessing personnel to this project…………..”  Mr. Lessard agreed.

· Page #4, signatures:  Should be “The Town of Dunbarton by its Board of Assessors, Timothy Terragni, Chairman; John Swindlehurst, board member; Bryan Clark, board member.  Mr. Lessard agreed.

· Page #6, Indemnification:  John Swindlehurst stated that the town does not cover their employees, including selectmen, and would not cover MRI personnel.  Wanted this taken out of the contract.  Mr. Lessard stated that he would have to check with his office.

In addition to the above changes, Tim Terragni requested that MRI submit to the Town a certificate of insurance.  Mr. Lessard agreed.

Decision:  Motion by John Swindlehurst to accept the contract for appraisal services (on an hourly basis) from Municipal Resources, Inc. subject to the changes to the contract covered above; motion was seconded by Tim Terragni and the vote was as follows:  John Swindlehurst, yes; Tim Terragni, yes; Bryan Clark, yes; motion carried.

Mr. Lessard agreed to make the necessary changes to the contract and e-mail a copy of the revised contract to the town office for the Board’s review.  A clean copy will be put in the mail as soon as possible for the board to sign.  

Other business:  The board discussed a current use penalty for I3.-01-04, Torin Ward and Nancy Miller.  They want to construct a shed on their property and would have to disqualify a small portion of their land from current use.  They have 10.85 acres in current use and this would only disqualify .06 acres.  A penalty will be calculated based on the one acre assessment of $73,200.  A release from current use will be signed at the next meeting of the Board of Assessors.

The meeting was adjourned at  10:15 am.
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Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by: Janice VandeBogart
