  BOARD OF ASSESSORS

TOWN OF DUNBARTON

MINUTES OF MEETING

February 21, 2006

Present:
Timothy Terragni, Chairman



Bryan Clark





John Swindlehurst was unable to attend this meeting.
 



Janice VandeBogart, Secretary and Town Administrator

Meeting was called to order at 7PM.

Chairman, Tim Terragni, officially opened the hearing on the changes to the Elderly exemptions, noting that under RSA 72:27a, the procedure for adoption and modification of exemptions, the hearing was not necessary.  The changes in the law did not require a hearing and the question would be on the warrant for vote at town meeting.  

Tim Terragni read the proposed warrant article as follows:

“Shall we modify the elderly exemptions for property tax in the Town of Dunbarton, based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows:  for a person 65 years of age up to 75 years, $70,650; for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years, $86,350; for a person 80 years of age or older $157,000.  To qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least 5 years, own the real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by such person’s spouse, they must have been married for at least 5 years.  In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not more than $20,000 or if married, a combined net income of less than $30,000; and own net assets not in excess of $50,000, excluding the value of the person’s residence.  RSA 72:39-b(c). “

Tim went on to say that the last time the elderly exemptions were updated was in 1997, at the time of that revaluation.  In 2005 we completed a total revaluation of the town and assessments were brought up to 100% but the exemptions stayed the same.  The board felt that because the average assessment went up 57% that it would be appropriate to bring the exemption up by that amount.   The board stated that the exemptions were 65-75 yrs old = $45,000; 75-80 yrs old = $50,000; and 80 and over = $100,000.  The qualifications would remain the same.

Two residents of Dunbarton were present for the meeting: Nancy and Robert LeBlanc, 48 Twist Hill Road.   They had general questions on how a person applies, etc.   The board went over the procedure:  a person 65 yrs of age or older, who meets all the qualifications above, makes application at the town office, bringing in proof of income and assets to be reviewed by the assessing department.  If they qualify, the exemption is deducted from their assessed value of their property.

Hearing was closed at 7:30 pm.

Judy Keefe, North Woods Road, Dunbarton:  Asked the board to forgive $239.85 in interest which was paid to the tax collector on a current use penalty on lot H1-01-12.  Mrs. Keefe stated that the invoice from the town was sent to the bank and the bank did not pay it until the closing in January.  The warrant for this was issued in September of 2005 and thus the interest due.  The board told Mrs. Keefe that they would have to check into this and get back to her.  

Municipal Resources, Inc.:  The board meet with Joseph Lessard, Mike Marsh and Scott Marsh from MRI. (MRI bid on the assessing work for the town and the board had called them in to discuss their proposal.)

Tim Terragni introduced the Board of Assessors and gave a brief history of their duties.  He stated that the Board had authority to oversee the assessing of property however, the need for professional assistance is definitely needed.  Would like to see MRI at their meetings on the third Tuesday of the month and be available to meet with taxpayers to answer questions, and be able to work with the Vision software, etc.  Bryan Clark stated that Dunbarton was very pleased with Vision and wanted to keep everything fair and equal from this point on.    The Board stated that the Current Use properties had already been updated according to Marlow decision.

Joe Lessard make the following presentation to the Board:  Stated that Dunbarton has a competitive tax rate, #85 on the lower end of the scale.   He stated that they felt that Dunbarton must have liked their proposal because MRI had been invited here tonight for an interview.  Bryan Clark stated that he had made calls and MRI has a very good reputation in other towns.  Mr. Lessard outlined their duties:  If selected would do all the pickups and put in the town’s system. He advised that as changes are made, the public should be notified of changes right away so that they do not get a surprise when they get their tax bills.  Asked if the town typically does that now?  Answer: no, however, the town would be happy to do this as it would be a benefit to everyone involved, town and taxpayers.  The notice would be a form letter, with a current assessment card with changes made and would be sent from the town office.  If a person had questions, they would have the opportunity to ask right away and MRI would be available to talk with them.  Would also work over the phone with people as well.

Mr. Lessard spoke about extras that the company would be able to do for Dunbarton if the board wanted them to.  Some towns do assessments on a regular basis to keep their towns equal; some do assessments when properties are sold.  He spoke about the sales method which would work well for Dunbarton.  He said this type of service would be an extra $2,000 - $3,000 for the town.  

Tim asked if MRI actually go the properties that are disqualifying land from Current Use to see if the maps are correct and Mr. Lessard stated that they would.  

Regarding appeals:  MRI would handle local level appeals but would charge extra for time spent at the BTLA (Board of Tax and Land Appeals) and Superior Court at a rate of $125 per hour.  It was noted that Vision would be handling appeals this year.

The board discussed the hourly basic contract vs an annual contract.  The board felt that they would have to discuss this and get back to MRI, hopefully by the end of the week.  

Other business:   The board reviewed and accepted January17, 2006 minutes.

Abatement:  An abatement was signed for $1.20 which represented 6 tax files that still had a balance due of $.50 or less.  This was done as a  clean up of the tax collectors books.  The abatement was signed as presented.

An abatement in the amount of $23.24 in the name of Michael & Kathy Leighton was also signed.  Mrs. Leighton had contacted the tax collector stating that she had made payment of her taxes to her bank and the bank was late sending the money in.  This was backed up by paperwork from Mrs. Leighton and the board agreed to forgive the interest of $23.24.

A timber tax warrant for James Soucy, E5-05-04, was signed.

The board discussed a request from Debra Urella for a discount on her taxes because she runs a Salvation Army food pantry from her property located in Dunbarton.  The board was advised by the State that there is no provision for a discount for this use and they felt that this would be the final decision.  Mrs. Urella will be contacted with this information.

Veterans Credit:  An application for a Veterans credit was reviewed in the name of Mark Urella.  It was noted that the dates of his service did not meet the qualifications for a veterans credit under state law.  His application was denied by the Board.

The meeting was adjourned at  9:30 pm.







_______________________________ 







Timothy Terragni, Chairman







_______________________________ 






Bryan Clark







Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by: Janice VandeBogart
