BOARD OF ASSESSORS

TOWN OF DUNBARTON

MINUTES OF MEETING

October 17, 2006

Present:
Tim Terragni, Chairman

Bryan Clark

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator and




Recording Secretary

Mary LaValley was unable to attend the meeting.

Meeting was called to order at 7 pm.

Ralph Fellbaum, H2-04-02:  The Board met with Mr. & Mrs. Fellbaum regarding their recent application for abatement which was denied by the Board.  

Mr. Fellbaum asked for clarification on a couple of items.  He wanted to know the town’s definition of “Ranch”.  If a house has only one floor, one level, is it classified as a Ranch?  Also, he wanted to know because his house was classified as a Ranch, was this the reason he was denied his abatement?

Tim Terragni stated that it would have been better if someone from MRI was present to answer his questions, however, because Mr. Fellbaum had requested an appointment only yesterday the board did not have enough time to contact them.  Tim did say that Mike Marsh from MRI did inspect the property and also inspected the plans on file at the town office and determined that the house was a “Ranch” not a Cape.  

Mr. Fellbaum went on to say that the space on the second floor was not being taxed because there are no stairs.  He wanted the board to research and get back to him on his questions and to find out if he finished the stairs to the second floor then would the house be re-classified as a cape.  He felt the house should be taxed the same as a log cabin home.  He again asked if the abatement was denied because the stairs were not there to the second floor therefore making it a ranch. He was unclear as to why he was denied and wanted clarification.

Tim and Bryan stated that they would have to contact Scott Marsh from MRI and get back to Mr. Fellbaum as soon as they find out more.  They assured Mr. Fellbaum that every property had been visited and recommendations were made to the board by MRI and they would be the ones to answer the questions he had.

Mr. Fellbaum produced pictures for the board to review.  He left them with the Board to give to MRI.  He told the board that the upstairs was finished with wiring, etc because of requirements from the Bank and the town in order to get his occupancy permit.  All he needed to do was install the stairs because he had everything done according to code, working with the Building Inspector for the Town, Bruce Vaal.  He had not been able to finish the work because of health reasons but intends to install the stairs.  He asked again if he did install the stairs would the house then be classified as a cape or not?

The board stated again that they would be in touch with Mr. & Mrs. Fellbaum as soon as they found out something from MRI.  They kept the pictures to show the appraiser.  Mr. Fellbaum agreed and stated that if they needed to talk with him or come to the house, he would be there.  Just give him a call.

The Fellbaums left the meeting at 7:30 pm.

_____________________________  

The following items were signed:

· Minutes of September 19, 2006

· Intent to cut Timber for Stephen Brenan, H5-02-02 – pending payment of bond.

Abatement Requests on Current Use Penalties:   The Board reviewed two abatement requests recommended by Scott Marsh from MRI on lots G4-03-07 and G4-03-08, New Hampshire Traditional Homes.  MRI was recommending that the town decrease the penalty on G4-03-07 by $1500 and decrease the penalty on G4-03-08 by $1000.  

After much discussion, the board voted to table these requests pending clarification from Scott Marsh from MRI regarding his conversation with Michael Poirier of NH Traditional Homes.

Elderly Exemptions:  The board reviewed form letters regarding updating information from all those who are receiving elderly exemptions.  The letters basically ask the applicants to update all pertinent information which substantiates qualification for this exemption.    The board made a few minor changes to the form letter. These letters will be mailed to all present applicants as soon as possible.

Veterans Exemptions:  The board reviewed form letters regarding updating information for those receiving a Veteran Credit.  After a few changes to the form letter are made, the letters will be mailed to all those who presently receive Veterans credits with the exception of those who were recently approved.

Invoice from MRI:  The Board approved an invoice in the amount of $850.00 to be paid to Municipal Services, Inc. for services rendered to date.

Other:  The Board discussed overlay.  There are presently two cases to be heard before the N. H. Board of Tax and Land Appeals (BTLA) and one case with the Superior Court.  Last year the town went with $20,000 in overlay.  It was felt that this would be sufficient for this year.  

It was noted that a letter had been received from Josh & Lynda Gagne asking for a written explanation as to why the Board of Assessors did not comply with Vision’s recommendation to change their assessment after the hearing in July of 2005.  Also the Gagne’s wanted to know why the Board of Assessors did not contact them when their abatement was discussed on September 7, 2006.  (See attached.)

The board responded by saying that back in July of 2005, during the hearing at the Dunbarton Community Center, the Board of Assessors had meetings with Vision Appraisal’s supervisor, Monica Gordon, on each and every property assessment  discussed at the hearing.  At these meetings the board would review each property and some were not changed and others that everyone felt needed to be inspected were contacted for an inspection.  At that time when the Gagne’s property was reviewed, it was noted that there would be no change and it was signed by the Board of Assessors.  However, the decision to make no change at that time was made by the Board of Assessors and the Vision Appraisal Supervisor, Monica Gordon as well.  It was noted on the property card that the date of the hearing with the Gagne’s was on 7/25/05 and then a notation was made on 7/26/05 “no change, after inspection”.   It was also recalled that the Gagne’s were allowed an opportunity to meet with the Board of Assessors and Ms. Gordon at the Community Center to discuss this and they refused.  

Regarding the second issue, the Board had a total of four meetings duly posted and opened to the public, to discuss all abatements.  The town had a total of forty-nine (49) applications for abatement.  The meetings took place on the following dates: July 18, 2006, August 10, 2006, August 22, 2006 and September 7, 2006.  All meetings were public meetings and some applicants did attend, however, none of those with applications for abatements were notified personally of the meetings.  Because all meetings are posted and open to the public it was felt that the Board had not violated any procedures.  

The Board did meet on September 7, 2006 to discuss abatements and the Gagne’s property was one of many discussed.  The board voted at that time to approve an abatement on the Gagne’s property in the amount of $27,900 with a return of $428.54 plus interest.  This decision was based on the inspection made by Mike Marsh of Municipal Resources, Inc.  Mr. Marsh’s abatement recommendation was based on dated photos provided by Mrs. Gagne at the time of the home inspection showing that the work on the fireplace, etc was not complete as of April 1, 2005, therefore it was his recommendation that the assessment be lowered for the year 2005, however, he wrote,  “as construction is completed the grade will need to be adjusted – Fireplace has been reconstructed and the value will be reapplied for (the) 2006 tax year.”1  The board also noted that this property will be flagged to be revisited in 2007 as well and will continue until improvements are completed.  

For the record, the Board of Assessors felt that at no time did the Board or Vision treat the Gagne’s any differently than anyone else who asked for a hearing and/or applied for an abatement.  

A copy of these minutes will be mailed to the Gagne’s as soon as possible to answer their letter of October 9, 2006.

Motion to adjourn at 9:00pm.

_______________________________ 







Timothy Terragni, Chairman







    _______________________________ 







Bryan Clark












Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by: Janice VandeBogart

1 Abatement Application Recommendation dated August 3, 2006 from MRI.
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