  BOARD OF ASSESSORS

TOWN OF DUNBARTON

MINUTES OF MEETING

 January 17, 2006

Present:
Timothy Terragni, Chairman



Bryan Clark



John R. Swindlehurst, II



Janice VandeBogart, Secretary and Town Administrator

Meeting was called to order at 7PM.

The minutes of the December 13, 2005 were reviewed.  Corrections were made by Bryan Clark.  1. the spelling of his name on page 1, corrected to read “Bryan” instead of Brian and 2.  to change the month on page #2 from November to October.  With these two changes, the minutes were accepted and signed by Tim Terragni and Bryan Clark.  

Elderly Exemptions:  A discussion began regarding updating  the elderly exemptions to bring them in line with the new property assessments.  The board tabled the discussion to meet with Chuck Williamson.

Chuck Williamson met with the board to discuss the merge of two of his lots, F2-03-01, a 9.5 acre lot with a barn on it and F2-03-04, a ½ acre lot with his house.  Mr. Williamson wanted confirmation from the Board of Assessors that if he went through with the merger, he would be assessed for one home site, a value of $73,200 and the remaining acres would be assessed at the rate of $4500 per acre.    He would still retain 7.55 acres of this lot in current use and the 2.5 acres would be out of current use, with the house and barn.  It was noted that the 7.55 acres qualify for current use because this lot is contiguous with lot F2-03-09, a 3.54 acre piece also in current use. Mr. Williamson stated that he needs to apply to the Planning Board for a voluntary merger, with no need for a public hearing.  This would reduce his assessment by approximately $50,000.  The Board of Assessors agreed that the assessment would be lowered and he would be assessed for one home site if he went ahead with the merge.  He was advised to retain the lot number that goes with the house, being F2-03-04 and the other lot number, F2-03-01 would be inactive.

Elderly Exemption:  The discussion of the elderly exemption continued.

It was stated that the last time the elderly exemption was updated was in 1997. 

After much discussion it was decided to increase the elderly exemption to enable those who qualify to receive the same tax break as they were receiving before the increase in assessment.  It was determined that the overall increase was approximately 57% therefore the board felt that a 57% increase in the exemption would result in the same or close to the same tax break that all were receiving before the new re-evaluation.  Before the 57% increase was applied, the board felt that the $50,000 for 75 yrs to 80 yrs. exemption was not where it should be.   In order to realign the exemption the board brought the $50,000 up to $55,000 before they applied the 57%.  The results are as follows:


Present





New proposed Exemptions

65 yrs to 75 yrs
$45,000
x 57%


$70,650

75 yrs to 80 yrs
$55,000
x 57%


$86,350

80 yrs or older
$100,000
x 57%


$157,000

Income levels would not change.  

Motion by Bryan Clark:  To place on the official ballot for March 14, 2006 the following:

Shall we modify the elderly exemptions for property tax in the Town of Dunbarton, based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows:  for a person 65 years of age up to 75 years, $70,650; for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years, $86,350; for a person 80 years of age or older $157,000.  To qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least 5 years, own the real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by such person’s spouse, they must have been married for at least 5 years.  In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not more than $20,000 or if married, a combined net income of less than $30,000; and own net assets not in excess of $50,000, excluding the value of the person’s residence.  RSA 72:39-b(c). 

The motion was seconded by John Swindlehurst and the vote was in the affirmative.

DRA:  The board reviewed the letter from the Department of Revenue regarding workshops that are available for towns who are up for review in 2006 to attend.  It was voted to reserve three seatsfor January 31, 2006, in Concord.

An abatement for Zid-R-Zee was signed.  This was simply to clear up an overbilling on the tax collectors books.

The Board reviewed and signed an Intent to cut timber in the name of James Soucy, E5-05-04.

Bids for Appraisal Services:  The board opened bids as follows:

1. Vision Appraisal – They stated that they did not wish to place a bid.

2. Municipal Resources, Inc.  For all services listed in the town’s bid sheet, except for the defense of values at the BTLA, for $12,000 including night meetings and up to 350 pickups.  Appearances for the BTLA would be $125.00 per hour and other unspecified services would be $65.00 per hour. 

3. RJC & Associates:  Annual contract fee based on specifications would be $24,000.  One a per parcel service basis: gravel pit assessment $1400 a year; pickups $37.00 per parcel (would include Current use penalties/ assessments); special meetings outside the scope of regular assessing, $35.00 per hour; $75.00 per hour for BTLA cases and an addition $35.00 per hour for preparation time.  Also included in the bid was a request for training on the Vision Appraisal program.

John Swindlehurst recommended that the board research references supplied with the bid from Municipal Resources.  Bryan Clark will call other towns for information and Tim will call MRI with questions.  The board felt that a representative from MRI be asked to attend their February meeting.

For Budget Purposes, the board voted to put $15,000 in the Assessing line for 2006.

Current use penalty:  The board discussed the current use penalty on lot G2-05-15 in the name of DePietro Homes.  Based on current sales in that area and the amount of lots being generated by the present subdivision of this piece, it was the feeling that the penalty should be based on a value of $300,000 or $30,000.  

Tim Terragni made the motion to assess a current use penalty of $30,000 on lot G2-05-15.  The motion was seconded by John Swindlehurst and the vote was in the affirmative.

The meeting was adjourned at  8:45 pm.
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_______________________________ 






Bryan Clark






_______________________________







John R. Swindlehurst, II







Dunbarton Board of Assessors

Recorded by: Janice VandeBogart
