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DRAFT, SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL

DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2014

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held the regularly  scheduled meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen at the above time, date and place with Chairman Ted Vallieres presiding. 

The following were present:


Ted Vallieres, Chairman


Travis James, Selectman

Brian Pike, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of Boards/Committees and Town Officials:

Linda Landry, Town Clerk


Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager


Dan Sklut, Police Chief


Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors


Mary LaValley, Board of Assessors


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent


Deb Foster, School Board


Members of the Public:


Robert Martel


Leo Martel

Ted Vallieres, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a full Board of Selectmen present along with Line Comeau, Town Administrator, and Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary. 

Approval of Minutes of Thursday,  April 17, 2014 Regular Meeting:


MOTION:


Brian Pike made a motion to approve the Thursday, April 17, 2014 Regular Meeting of the Board of 
Selectmen as written.  Travis James seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

At this point in the meeting, Ted Vallieres, Chairman, stated that he would dispense with the New Business portion of the agenda at this time and go ahead with the Departments in the interest of time, etc.  

BAND STAND/TOWN COMMON PROJECT UPDATE: 


Donna Dunn and Gail Martel, Band Stand and Town Common, appeared before the Board of 
Selectmen with the following concerns regarding the Band Stand: 


1.  Noted that the railings were rusting.  Need to take the railings off, sand blast them and then paint 
them with a powder paint.  Will do some research on what type of paint we should use.  


2.  The bandstand has a composite deck.  This gets mildew in between the planks.  Cannot pressure 
wash because it will leave scars on the deck.    Will research what should be done.

3.  Have asked Al Biron for a quote for replacement of the performance lights inside the bandstand.  


They are starting to look ratty. 


The Board of Selectmen asked how long they think the bandstand will be tied up with the repairs. 


Donna stated that we could take the railings off for repairs two or three at a time instead of taking 
them all off at once.   Could rope off the area where the railings are taken off. 


Donna Dunn noted that there is a Town Common/Bandstand fund which is used for all repairs to the 
Bandstand.  It was set up from monies remaining from the Bandstand, etc.   We have used these 
funds in the past for repairs to the Bandstand.  
GARDEN CLUB: 


Donna Dunn reported that they are  having issues with the public picking Daffodils and want 
to try to prevent this from happening.  Checked with other towns which have had similar issues and 
would suggest putting up signs that state the following: 

THE DAFFODILS

YOU SEE ALL OVER TOWN

ARE NOT WILD

THEY WERE PLANTED WITH 

LOVE BY THE GARDEN CLUB AND FRIENDS

PLEASE DON'T

PICK THEM

SO WE CAN ALL ENJOY THEM

Per order of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen


The Board of Selectmen reached a consensus that the Garden Club go ahead and order signs 
accordingly.  

TIM TERRAGNI, CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF ASSESSORS: 

Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors, and Mary LaValley, Board of Assessors appeared 
before the Board of Selectmen to bring the Selectmen up to date on the Dunbarton Telephone 
Company utility suit as follows: 

1.  Presented the Board of Selectmen with a copy of Utility Company 2012 values,  2013 values, and 
the increase in values.  


2.  Reported there has been a lot of activity back and forth.  On April 28, the attorneys are going to 
meet with Fairpoint.  They are still bantering back and forth.  


3.  The attorney has grouped Dunbarton in with this particular court case.   This is why we pay 1/32 
of the legal bill. 


4.  George Sansoucy, Utility Assessors, seems to be coming to terms with the telephone dealings.  Will 
probably be closing in the next two months.    Once this happens, he will come to talk to Dunbarton 
within a couple of months from getting it settled.  


Brian Pike stated that this is all about abatements.  They are arguing that they are "assessed" too 
high? 

OLD BUSINESS: 


Sign and Approve Policy for Release of Payroll & A/P:


Ted Vallieres, Chairman, noted that last week we made a motion to put a policy in place for the 
Release of Payroll and AP checks.  We sought legal advice on this issue.  Both Brian Pike and Ted 
Vallieres attended a Seminar and it was  specifically stated that the Board of Selectmen should not be 
signing checks.  They should only be signing the manifest.  Due to this, apparently, we don't need a 
policy.    The Treasurer does not sign the checks until after the Board of Selectmen has approved and 
signed the manifest.   It was also noted that the Selectmen cannot void any checks.  

Brian Pike noted that he felt it would be best if we did have  some sort of policy in writing so in the


 future there was some guidelines to follow.  


After discussion, it was decided that the Town of Dunbarton should have a  simple written policy 
in place which is in alignment with the law, etc.  


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, will draft a policy with regard to the Payroll and Accounts Payable 
checks and payment manifest.  She will forward the draft to all three selectmen via e-mail so they have 
an opportunity to review it prior to next week's meeting.    

Travis James stated that it is really important to include the Town Treasurer in these discussions.  It 
is in poor taste if we don't.  


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated the Town Treasurer has been included in all discussions 
and e-mails regarding this issue.  


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, asked how this affects the payroll checks.  


The Board of Selectmen noted that it does not affect payroll checks in any way.  


Bob Martel stated that according to the Department of Labor, if an employee's payroll check is off, it 
has to be corrected immediately.  You cannot wait until the next week to make corrections.  


Board of Selectmen Signing of Manifests (Payroll and Accounts Payable)  -Payment of April 25, 
2014::


The Board of Selectmen signed both the Payroll Manifest in the amount of $9.750.02 and the 
two Accounts Payable Manifests in the amounts of $8001.92 and $4,500.00 for payment on April 25, 
2014.


Auditors:

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, reported that the Auditors were here for two days.  They have 
told us we are in good shape.  They will be here one or two more days.  


The State Department of Fuel will be auditing the Town next week.  Records are all in order.  


Efficiency Study:  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, reported she had contacted MRI, Primex, Central New 
Hampshire Regional Planning Commission and the NH Municipal Association regarding cost of 
doing an efficiency study for the Town.  Results as follows: 



Primex - No longer performs efficiency studies



New Hampshire Municipal Association - No response as yet



Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission - Matt Monahan will get back to us



MRI - Putting together a quote

JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT:


Telephone Call from Carl Metzger re sand pickup: 


Brian Pike reported that he had received a telephone call from Carl Metzger regarding sand on the 
road, etc.  Read the following for the record: 

e-mail from Brian Pike re Carl Metzger telephone call:  


"I received a call yesterday from Carl, and listened to his issues.  I explained that we as 
Selectmen have 
no supervisory capacity over the Road Agent, but we can have the conversation with 
him.  I asked that he send me an e-mail outlining our conversation, and that is what this.

 


I would like this to be on the agenda and hope Jeff would be present so we can get his 
perspective too, 
such that we can respond to Carl as any citizen would expect us to.

 


Thanks.

 


Brian"


"Brian,  Selectman Correspondence:       April 22, 2014

Thanks for hearing me out.   Phone Conversation.

We are having issues with the road agent.

1.    The street sweeper came down the road today to sweep the sand into the off the road. He was across 
the street from our house when my wife, Heather, saw him take all the sand from across the street and 
started to push it all into our yard. My wife stopped him and asks, what’s up with this?

He said, Jeff told him to take all the sand from the surrounding 4 homes and push it into my yard. 
Even from the corner, across from the stop sign. Heather asked why not push it right off the road 
like you have done every year before this?  He said it would take too long.  He then said it was late and 
he would be back tomorrow.

I’m sorry, that does not make sense to us. Jeff is elected but he is using town employees.

Heather sweep the entire corner in front, including the corner across from the stop sign. --- I hope 
tomorrow not the find any more sand from, where ever, in my yard!! I included some pictures as 
reference. 

Might as well summarize the rest – 

2.     Dec 2013 – The plow driver took out the stop sign and buried it in the snow. I asked if he was 
going to put it back. It's dangerous not to have the stop sign there. He said he would let Jeff know. 
Fine.. Reluctantly, he got the sign and pushed it into the snow and mud.  The ground thawed and 
now it’s falling over.  The police cruiser drove by and I told him about the sign, he said he would tell 
Jeff.   

3.     Every year, the snow is all piled up around the stop sign, twice as high as everywhere else.  
Not sure 
why they can’t pile it into the empty property cross from the stop sign.  It makes it hard 
and dangerous 
the see around the corner.  I put 8 foot pole up 3 feet back from the edge to try and save the grass. 
The snow plow purposely pushes all the snow pole over. 

4.     A few years ago, I heard the trees were going to be trimmed away from the road.  I put up signs 
at the edge of my property marking the edge of the 50 foot easement. I came home to fine a crew 
cutting trees down well inside of all my signs. They took 70 trees before I stopped them and didn’t 
offer me the hardwood. I told them they were too far off the road. The crew stopped and didn’t  
return.  
Jeff stopped by and the same time and I told him the same…. He said the easement was 100 feet and all 
the tress were town property. I have not right too them… really?  I said the easement is only 50 feet, 
which is only 10 feet off the edge of the road, not 25 feet.  Well, that ended that conversation, he just left. 
 

Regards, 

Carl Metzger 

22 Flintlock"
Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he would like to go back to the beginning which started in 2008.  Jeff Crosby stated the following with regard to the complaint:  
Jeff Stated we had an ice storm in 2008.  There were a lot of white birch bent down by the ice storm.  A lot went back up once the ice melted.  Les Hammond, Ron Wanner and Charles Graybill were Selectmen at that time.   We were cutting brush back.  We hired subcontractors with a two man crew with a chipper and a truck.  Cut on the right hand side which is Carl Metzger property.  Went down there that day.  The road is 24' wide with a 50' easement.  This gives us 13' on each side.   This was deeded to the Town of Dunbarton when the subdivision was done.  I talked to his wife.  She asked what we were doing.  They wanted the hardwood.  We were cutting brush and not trees.  They were not happy so they made an appointment with the Selectmen.  The job was done.  He put some stakes up.  That was the end of it.  At the Selectmen's meeting he told us they maintained that property and subsequently they didn't maintain it.  There are records of this discussion.  
With regards to the snow piling up around the stop sign,  the snow gets plowed on both sides of the road.  As far as putting stakes up, he put up metal stakes out to the edge of the pavement.  I am unaware of the Stop Sign issue.  Simon Audet is the contractor that plows Flintlock.  Peter, Town employee, could have put the sign back in.   We will put a new post for the Stop sign.  It is not laying on the ground.  
With regard to the sand issues, his wife did talk to Pete Tuesday afternoon.  He told me that she was pretty adamant.  He swept across the intersection.  It would be pretty silly to take the same from four other homes and push it into the Metzger's driveway.  The key here is it is Town ROW property and we  let people cultivate it within the ROW.  We sweep the sand to the side because it is such a rough road.  

Brian Pike stated that Carl Metzger called him as a citizen.  

Jeff Crosby stated why would I tell a Town employee to round sand up from four houses.  He and his wife have a miscommunication problem.  

DEB FOSTER, SCHOOL BOARD: 


Deb Foster, School Board liaison to the Board of Selectmen, appeared before the Board to bring 
them up to date on happenings at the school level as follows: 


1.  Stated she wanted to let the new Board know that she will be available whenever there is an issue 
with the school.  Just let her know and she will come to the Thursday evening Selectmen's meeting.  


2,  Reported that Kenneth Koerber was involved in a program for Town for planning Master Plans.  
Gave the Town a pamphlet regard Master Plan whereby the Town can apply for money for certain 
projects in Town such as the Master Plan Update. 


3.  The school has a new Garden Club working with Ken Koerber involving planting and teaching 
children how to plan vegetables, etc.  They are all excited about working with Ken Koerber on this 
project.  


4.  Transition to Bow is going smoothly.  Lot of interaction.  Lot of teacher activity.  When July 1 
comes, we should be all ready to switch.  There will be 100 students still staying in Goffstown.  Five 
students were awarded a hardship waiver to stay in Goffstown.  There are some high school students 
in Bow this year.  


Selectmen noted that the Bow District provide a payment schedule for the Town of Dunbarton.  The 
Town Treasurer has stated that she needs to work it out with Bow because the way it is written now 
is not suitable for Dunbarton finances, etc.  This should be resolved before we start payments.  


The Board of Selectmen asked about the possibility of the Town of Goffstown making Dunbarton 
responsible for the $800,000 bond.  Goffstown is saying that Dunbarton is obligated to pay this back 
for seven years.    Noted that we have been told the Town of Dunbarton was "renters" and therefore 
we do not owe the money for the bond.  They are in the process of negotiating.  There may be a 
settlement.  We aren't leaving quietly.  

5.  Noted that if any problems with the Community Center come up, Rene Ouelette is the alternate 
for the Board of Selectmen.  

DAN SKLUT, POLICE CHIEF: 



Security System:



Dan Sklut, Police Chief, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to bring them up to date on 

the security system.    Stated that All-Star Security has completed the installation.  



Dave Stilson has looked at the Security door.  Will come back with estimates.  


Have ordered a new monitor for the security system.  Will purchase a Dell monitor at a 


reduced price.  

LINDA LANDRY, TOWN CLERK: 


Pole Licenses:


Linda Landry, Town Clerk, asked if there had been any response for the Pole License previous
submitted for along the State Highway.  It was reported that nothing has been received to date. 


Preservation of Public Records, Books and Documents of Towns:

Linda Landry, Town Clerk, read the following letter for the record to the Board of Selectmen: 


"April 24, 2014


Dunbarton Board of Selectmen


1011 School Street


Dunbarton, NH 03046


Gentlemen: 


When Irene Thalheimer held the position of Town Clerk, she arranged to have all


 minutes of committee meetings deposited with the Board of Selectmen's office.


Although the Town Clerk, by statute, is the official keeper of town records, provisions


had been made in the law to accommodate towns where such an arrangement was not 


feasible.  It is my understanding that this was the case when those arrangements were


made. 


Effective immediately, I will resume the responsibility of "keeper of the records".  I am 


in the process of developing an official procedure and will furnish the board with same


upon completion.  


I extend my thanks to this Board and all previous Board for providing both staff and space for the 
oversight of the official records of the Town of Dunbarton.  


Sincerely, 


Linda L. Landry


Dunbarton Town Clerk"
The law with regard to TOWNS, CITIES, VILLAGE DISTRICTS, AND UNINCORPORATED PLACE






CHAPTER 41




CHOICE AND DUTIES OF TOWN OFFICERS



Preservation of Public Records, Books and Documents of Towns






   Section 41:58


41:58  Deposit With Clerk -  All books, records, papers, vouchers, and documents which shall be in the possession of any officer, committee, or board of officers of the town, and which are not needed elsewhere by them in the discharge of official duty, shall be deposited in the office of the town clerk, and shall be there kept and preserved by him as public records of the town.  Provided that, if the office of the clerk is not equipped for the safe keeping of the said public records, the clerk may, with the approval of the selectmen, deposit such records in some other safe and suitable place. 

Source.  PS 43:42.  PL 47:46.  1931, 107:1. RL 59:53

OTHER BUSINESS: 


Brian Pike, Selectman:


Brian Pike, Selectmen, reported that he had attended his first Planning Board Meeting which was a 
Lot Line Adjustment.  The application was not approved.  


Travis James, Selectman: 


Travis James stated that he wanted to entertain the thought that during the summer from Memorial 
Day until Labor Day that the Board of Selectmen only meet every other week.  Stated that a lot of 
Department heads take vacations, etc.  and people go away.  

Ted Vallieres, Chairman, stated that unless there is nothing on the agenda, he would suggest that the 
Board of Selectmen continue meeting every week throughout the summer.  


Brian Pike stated that not having been here in the past, he really didn't have a basis for discussion at 
this point.  Will look into this in the next week or two.  Would like to get his feet wet before I become 
a "tie breaker on this”.  


Travis James:

Stated that in the interest of saving money, he felt it was wrong for Line Comeau to take Alison 
Vallieres out of the Town Office to do website training.  It is not appropriate for the office not to be 
staffed.  


Line Comeau stated that she took her laptop and Alison took notes while Dan Troy did basic training 
for the website. 


Ted Vallieres: 

Reported that the electrician had looked at the flag pole light which is a photo cell.  


The electrician was here because of the Fire Chief.  There was suggestions made that there was not 
enough power for the upgrade to the Fire Department.  It has been established there is plenty of 
power.   At the same time, Ted Vallieres felt that it would save a trip to have him look at the light 
and power for the flag pole at the same time.  He realizes he should have sought approval from 
the Board of Selectmen to do this but in the interest of saving money, he felt it was necessary.  

In addition, he reported that the Dunbarton Telephone Company was putting in fiber optic for faster 
internet service to all Town buildings.  They have to have some sort of 120 current.  There are not 
outlets nearby.  The electrician did the outlets.  I felt it was better to have him do it while he was 
there instead of 
making him come back at additional cost.  


Travis James:

Stated he wanted to see the drawings for the Fire Department.  


Line Comeau, Town Administrator:


Stated she would like to leave early tomorrow as she had already put in 40 hours for the week. 

Selectmen had no problem with this. 

At this point in the meeting, Ted Vallieres, Chairman, stated that the Board of Selectmen would be 
going into a Non-Public Executive Session in accordance with RSA 91:A-3, 2 (a)   to discuss a 
personnel issue. 

MOTION: 


Brian Pike made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen go into a Non-Public Executive 
Session in accordance with RSA 91:A-3, 2  (a) to discuss a personnel issue.  Travis James seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with a roll call vote as follows:


Vallieres - Yes



James - Yes



Pike - Yes

At this point in the meeting, Line Comeau, Town Administrator, was excused from the meeting. 
The regular Board of Selectmen's meeting reconvened at 8:41 p.m. 

There being no further business, the following motion to adjourn was made: 


MOTION:  


Brian Pike made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at 8:42 p.m. Travis James 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  








Respectfully submitted, 








Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

________________________________________

Ted Vallieres, Chairman

________________________________________

Travis James, Selectman

________________________________________

Brian Pike, Selectman
