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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN
MINUTES OF MEETING
THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2015
TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held the regularly scheduled meeting of  the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen at the above time, date and place with Brian Pike, Chairman, presiding.  

The following were present:

	Brian Pike, Chairman
	Ted Vallieres, Selectman
	Tom Groleau,  Selectman
	Line Comeau, Town Administrator
	Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

	Members of Boards/Committees and Town Officials:

	Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager
	Donna Dunn, Dunbarton Garden Club and Historic Awareness Committee
	Tom Cusano, President, Dunbarton  Garden Club
	Janet Casey, Dunbarton Garden Club
	Carol Piwczyk, Dunbarton Garden Club
	Fred Mullen, Town Moderator
	Jon Wiggin, Fire Department
	Dan Skut, Police Chief
	John Stevens, Energy Committee and Old Home Day Committee
	Colleen Madden, Library Trustee
	Annette Kuhn, Cemetery Trustee
	
	Members of the Public: 

	Robert Martel
	Don Larsen
	Lorie McGrath
	Linda Groleau
	Lynn Armini
	Ed Wootten
	Deborah Wootten
	Scott Kuhn
	Annette Kuhn
	Fran Hill
	Steve Saka

	It was noted for the record that Video Taping of the meeting was done by Don Larsen.  
	
	Brian Pike,  Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. with a full Board present along with Line Comeau, Town Administrator, and Recording Secretary Alison Vallieres. 

Approval of Minutes of Previous  Meeting - Thursday,  April 9,  2015:

	Brian Pike noted for the record that the minutes of April 9, 2015, Page 2, first and second paragraph 	should state that Britney Phillips was the one who presented the Organic Plan for the Town 	Common.  

	MOTION: 

	Ted Vallieres  made a motion to approve the minutes as written of the Board of Selectmen's Meeting 	held on 	Thursday, April 9, 2015, with the above noted change.    Tom Groleau seconded the motion. 	The motion passed unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes of Non-Public Meeting - Thursday, April 9, 2015:

	MOTION:

	Tom Groleau  made a motion to approve the minutes as written for the Thursday, April 9, 2015 Non--	Public Meeting at 9:43 p.m. as requested by Line Comeau, Town Administrator.  Ted Vallieres 	seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

COLLEEN MADDEN, LIBRARY TRUSTEE: 

	Colleen Madden, Library Trustee, appeared before the Board of Selectmen with an update on the 	Dunbarton Library Activities as follows: 

	1.  Noted that as part of the 250th Celebration, the Library has been collecting submissions of 	artwork, writings, poems and essays.  Have almost 100 to date.  Will be presenting them as an Art 	Exhibit on Old Home Day.  Are planning to compile a hard cover book which she is doing herself.
	Will be available for sale possibly as a fund raiser for the Library.  

	2.  The Library has produced a Town Map in honor of the 250th Anniversary.  It is available for sale 	for $2.00 at the Dunbarton Library.  It was suggested that the maps also be displayed for sale in the 	Town Offices for the Library.

	3.  The Library has digital books available.  They can be downloaded from home directly from the 	Library Website.

	4.  New Library Trustees are Martha Wilson and Katie McDonald.  

	Brian Pike, Chairman, suggested that the book the Library will be producing be put into the 250th 	Time Capsule.  

	He also noted that the Town Accounts Payable has been able to set up the Direct Deposit for the 	Dunbarton Library.

DONNA DUNN & TOM CUSANO, DUNBARTON GARDEN CLUB: 

 	Donna Dunn stated that they had sent a statement to the Town Administrator regarding the minutes 	of the last meeting.  They would like the minutes  amended to more correctly capture what was 	said and transpired between the Board of Selectmen and the Dunbarton Garden Club Planning 	Committee.  The minutes appeared like the Garden Club was going to do the project.  We have not 	done a full study yet.  We have not yet gotten approval from the Garden Club.  This was a 	preliminary idea and will be looking for final approval from the Garden Club for this project.  They 	would like the following included in the minutes of the April 9, 2015 Board of Selectmen's Meeting: 

	"The Planning Committee appeared before the Board of Selectmen to inquire as to the level of 	interest 	and acceptance the BOS would have toward the idea of the DGC taking on as a long range project 	the task of rehabbing, restoring, and generally improving the soil and grass on the Town Common by 	way of using an organic methodology and treatment program.  Should the BOS be receptive to such a 	project then the Long Range Planning Committee would do a more involved study and cost analysis for 	the feasibility of the project and present the findings to the Garden Club membership for discussion and 	a vote. 

	After inquiry by the BOS and discussion with the Long Range Planning Committee the BOS took a 	consensus and were in favor of the idea and would support it.  Ted Vallieres asked if as part of our 	planning something could be done to create more green space by reducing the "expanding areas of 	bark mulch" and clean up the clutter in front of the Town Hall."

	Tom Groleau noted the Garden Club has only one more meeting for this year.  Are they planning to 	have a plan ready for the next meeting?  

	It was noted that this was a project for after the 250th Anniversary Celebration Year.  

	Brian Pike, Chairman, stated that the Board of Selectmen would take their comments  under 	consideration regarding the minutes of April 9 and they will be included within the minutes of this 	meeting, April 23, 2015.  

JOHN STEVENS, ENERGY FAIR UPDATE: 

	John Stevens, Energy Committee, reported on the Energy Fair as follows: 

	1.  Energy Fair held last Saturday, April 18, 2015  "was better than we feared and not as good as we 	hoped".  

	2.  Next year will plan it earlier in the year.  

	3.  Have sent out an e-mail to vendors for feedback.  

	4.  For a first event, it went well.  

	Line Comeau, Town Administrator, suggested that next year they contact in-town businesses to 	attend.  Heard from one local business contractor that they were not included in the invites.  

	John Stevens also reported as follows: 

	1.  Have been working on something more local for listings of businesses within Dunbarton. 

	2.  Looking more into solar panels, etc.  Will plan to come to Board of Selectmen early this year 	regarding a Warrant Article for Solar Panels, possibly September or October.   Regarding the 	rebate, the legislature is in the process of considering putting the REGGE money back into the 	General Fund.

	3.  Remind everyone that next Friday evening, May 1,  is the Community Profile Meeting.  It is an 	opportunity to provide more info going into the Town Master Plan.  The group will meet again on 	Saturday morning, May 2,  to review what was brought up at the Friday meeting.   Will be good 	input for the Planning Board for the Master Plan. 

RESIDENTS OF JEAN DRIVE:

	Lynn Armini 15 Jean Drive ,  Ed Wootten and Deborah Wootten of 17 Jean Drive appeared before 	the Board of Selectmen regarding the building which had burned last year.  Over a year has passed 	and the burned remains of the building have not been cleaned up.  This is causing devaluation of 	their properties.   Both parties have written letters to the Board of Selectmen regarding this problem.  

	They are requesting the Board of Selectmen to try to get this problem resolved.  Have spoken to the 	owner of the property.  The problem has something to do with insurance but don't know the details.  
	Brian Pike stated that to be fair we should ask the owner to come to a Board of Selectmen's meeting 	as soon as possible, and hear their side with the hopes to rectify this situation.  If not, the RSA's give 	us a means to deal with it, and asked Ted to elaborate since he was up-to-date on this issue.

	Ted Vallieres stated that according to the RSA's, the Board of Selectmen condemn the building.  We 	will probably have to go to court to raze the building.  We would put a lien on the property.  Will 	give the property owner notice with a time frame to get rid of the mess.   If not, then we go to court.  
	He noted that if they have contact information on the owner, it would be helpful.  Will give info to 	Line Comeau, Town Administrator. 

RFP FOR COMPUTER SERVICES: 

	Brian Pike, Chairman, noted that the RFP was coming together.  It was suggested that the 	Technology Committee look over the RFP and make suggestions.  The Technology Committee will be 	meeting next Monday, April 27, 2015 at the Police Department. 

JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT: 

	Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss contracts for the 	Highway Department and the Bid Process and requested the following: 

	1.  Paving - Suggested that the Highway Department be allowed to extend the contract for Paving
	     for another year, 2015, with Advanced Paying  based on the fact that he has had excellent dealings 	     with this company. 

	     Larger companies are not interested in small jobs which the Town of Dunbarton has.  They
	     are not willing to come out for these smaller  projects.  In the case of the washout at Long Pond 	 	     and Black Brook Road, Advanced Paving was able to come on short notice, etc.  Would like to 	 	     continue this relationship with Advanced Paving if at all possible. 

	     Brian Pike, Chairman, stated that as far as he was concerned due to the fact that we were already 	 	     late into the year and by the time we would be able to put the paving out to bid, it might be too 	 	     late.   He would agree with extending the Paving Contract with Advanced Paving for one more 	 	     year.  He   would recommend this with the understanding that it go out to bid next year, 2016.

	     MOTION: 

	     Brian Pike made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen approve extending the contract 	     	     with Advanced Paving  this year, 2015, with the intention that it go out to bid for next year, 2016.  	   	     Tom Groleau seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

	2.  Crack Sealing - Does this need to go out to bid?  Have had the same one for several years. 

		It was noted that this contract is under $10,000, therefore does not need to go out 
	     	to bid.  Will need to provide three telephone quotes.

	3.  Road Striping - Noted that this runs between $6,000 - $7,000/year.  Have been using the same
	     vendor for some time.  Would be in the best interest of the Town to continue with this vendor.

		It was noted that this contract is also under $10,000, therefore does not need to go out
		to bid.  Will need to provide three telephone quotes.  

		Brian Pike, Chairman, noted that we must be careful not to exceed the limitations of the 			Purchasing Policy on contracts under $10,000.   

	Long Pond Road/Black Brook Road Flooding:

	Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, reported that Long Pond had overflowed onto Black Brook Road and Long 	Pond Road last Friday.  There was a culvert that goes under Black Brook Road and the metal culvert 	had rotted out on the bottom.  Going to be on the list to  repair this year.  This has happened twice in 	the past 40 years according to Simon Audet.    A beaver dam let go causing the flooding.  

	Stark Bridge:  

	Jeff Crosby reported that Stark Bridge replacement is getting closer.  Moving along well.  Permits 	have been filed with DES.  

	Gravel Crushing:  

	Jeff Crosby reported that he was not planning on doing any gravel crushing this year.  Regarding 	gravel, has spoken with F. L. Merrill who owns a gravel pit on Ray Road.  Have asked F. L. Merrill 	to put together a price for gravel from this pit.   Have also asked Mt. William to give us a break on 	the price for gravel.  They have given us a discount in the past.   The Town pit on Kimball Pond 	Road is the closest but it is getting used up.   The Town Forest owns this pit.  Will be in the process 	of being reclaimed.  It abuts Kimball Pond Conservation land.  Will be turned back into some sort of 	forest land.  

	Tree Trimming:

	Jeff Crosby reported that he has been using the same Arborist for several years.  He has been very 	responsive when we need him.  Would like to continue with the same Tree Cutting arrangement with 	this Arborist.  

	Brian Pike, Chairman, noted that we must be careful not to exceed the limitations of the 			Purchasing Policy on contracts under $10,000.   

LINDA LANDRY, TOWN CLERK COMPENSATION:

	Line Comeau, Town Administrator, asked for a clarification from the Board of Selectmen regarding 	Linda Landry, Town Clerk's time sheets in relation to her salaried position of Town Clerk.   The 	Town Clerk reported compensatory time used on her time sheet two weeks in a row.  Was not aware 	that the Town Clerk accumulated Compensatory Time.  Cited Exempt and Non-Exempt employees 
	as noted within the Personnel Plan.  Town Administrator, Selectmen, Tax Collector, and Town Clerk 	do not get overtime or compensatory time.  

	Brian Pike, Chairman, stated that we have been advised by Town Counsel and Local Government 	Center, that we have no control over the Town Clerk's hours.  She gets paid for forty (40) hours 	a week regardless of what hours she works based  on the original Warrant Article.  According to the 	Warrant Article, she is entitled to Health and Retirement benefits.  How can we give someone 	Annual Leave, Sick Leave, when she sets 	her own hours?  

	 Ted Vallieres noted we should just do away with  time sheets from the Town Clerk as there is 	 	 	no basis to have them as she is an Elected Official.  

BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S COMMENTS: 

Board of Selectmen's In-Box:

	Brian Pike, Chairman, read items from the Board of Selectmen's In-Box as follows: 

	1.  E-mail from Martha Rae regarding Town Clerk's unavailability and hours of being open.  	
	     Asked if she does not work 40 hours a week, is she entitled to benefits?   Brian asked Line to 	 	     forward this to Linda for her reference.

	3.  Donna Dunn e-mail regarding the video taping of minutes.  Asked that a copy of the video be
	     included with the typed minutes and also put on the Town Website.  

	Tom Groleau stated he would not recommend this for an unsanctioned taping.  The only 
	way he would suggest that this could be done was if the Board of Selectmen authorized
	the taping and contracted with a company to do it.  An unsanctioned taping could be 
	tampered with and /or changed prior to putting on the Website and included within the minutes.  In 	addition there would be a cost to the Town for which we have not budgeted for.   People are allowed 	to do video taping but it is not part of the Dunbarton record.  

	The Board of Selectmen agreed that putting the video tape on the Town Website and included with 	the typed minutes was not an option unless it was a town approved process, therefore they would not 	approve it.   

	Donna Dunn asked if another person paid for the video taping, would that be possible?

	The Board of Selectmen agreed that this would not be an option.  

	The only option would be to have a Warrant Article at next year's Town Meeting which would
	include the costs for the video taping and allow the residents to vote on it.  

	Steve Saka asked if it wouldn't be better to have the Town responsible for the video taping.  It 
	would protect the Town.  It should be done on Town owned equipment under the control of the town.

	Tom Groleau asked why should  we  just limit the video taping to the Board of Selectmen?  Why not 	include the School Board, and all other Committees?

	Donna was asked to look into some of the questions posed, e.g. cost - equipment, labor, and storage 	for further consideration.  

	4.  Note from Police Chief Sklut regarding drip edge on the roof of the Police Department.  It was 	noted they are still working on the Fire Department.  Possibility of having the contractor for the Fire 	Department do this repair and bill the Town separately.  

	Ted Vallieres will handle this.  

	5.  Eversource - Letter noting Town will be getting new electrical meters.  This will affect all  Town 	buildings.  

	6. Police Chief Sklut noted that if we are talking about video taping, should include video taping in 	all the Town Buildings.  

	7.  Letter from Tom Cusano regarding Dunbarton Garden Club. 

	8.  E-Mail from Brian Pike from DES regarding background checks on all youth skilled program 	staff.  This would include anyone that volunteers for softball, basketball, etc.  Referred to the 	Recreation Committee.  It was noted that this would be done through the State Police. 

	9.  Letter from DOT regarding Red Listed Bridges in the State of New Hampshire.  Dunbarton has 	only one, the Stark Bridge. 

	10.  Letter from Wendy Parker, Property Liability Trust.  PLT will be covering the Town this year.  	In July 2015, the Town will need to seek another insurer for Property Liability Insurance.   Brian 	asked Line to start the RFQ (request for quote) process now so we'll be ready for budget season.  	Line said it was already on her list.  

	11.  Dunbarton Transitions will be hosting a Community Profile Meeting on Friday, May 1 and 	Saturday, May 2 at the Community Center.  Friday will be a Potluck Supper and Saturday will be a 	discussion.

	12.  Letter from Eversource stating an increase in the price for Kilowatt hours to 10.5.  Ted Vallieres 	reported this is being investigated by PUC.

	13.  Letter from CAP (Community Action Program) thanking us for our donation of $2,000.  

	14.  Right to Know Request from Donna Dunn regarding draft minutes on the website.  The minutes 	were not taped for that particular week.  

	15.  Letter from DOT regarding re-surfacing in District #5.  

	16.  Note stating  Board of Selectmen's Meeting cancelled last week. 

	Around the Table: 

	Line Comeau, Town Administrator, will be on vacation next week. 

	Brian Pike requested that looking for volunteers for the CIP be put on the Town Website.  Noted that 	Ron Slocum had been interested.  Brian Pike will contact him.   Department Heads will also be 	members of the CIP when their Department's interests are the topic for the meeting.

	Tom Groleau reported the Cemetery will be doing a walk on May 9.  This has been confirmed.  Gates 	will be installed on the Pages Corner Cemetery.  Took some photographs of the damage to stones.  	Need to get the RFP together regarding the work that needs to be done.  There has been a lot of 	winter damage this year. 

	Reported the Technology Committee will be meeting on Monday, April 27 at the Police Station. 	Dunbarton Telephone Company, GSI and their attorney will be there.  

	Ted Vallieres asked when we will be meeting with the school.  Have only had one meeting.  Tom 	Groleau  will contact Deb Foster and Rene Ouellet.  

	Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, reported that on the Long Pond Road flood, he was assisted by both the 	Fire Chief and the Police Chief.  They were very helpful and "Johnny on the Spot".    Would like to 	thank both of them for their help.   The Board of Selectmen echoed Jeff's appreciation and thanks.

	Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, stated it was not him who requested the Non-Public last 	week.  It was Line Comeau, Town Administrator. 

	Reported the burn pit is almost full.  He will not be able to accept any more brush after Saturday 	because it will be full. 

	Tom Groleau suggested he put up a notice to this effect so no one is bringing brush, etc.  The 	possibility of getting a chipper to dispose of the brush instead of burning was suggested by Tom 	Groleau. 

	John Stevens, Energy Committee, reported the Energy Committee will be meeting Monday, April 27 	due to the fact that they were unable to meet last Monday due to the power outage.  

	Reported that regarding local businesses participating in the Energy Fair, there are about 220 	businesses in Town.  We are actively working on this.  

	Dan Sklut, Police Chief, reported that he was working on the RFP for dispatch services for the Police 
	Department.  Will keep the Board of Selectmen posted.  Should run it by the Town Attorney.  

	Linda Groleau reported that some of the cemetery stones  are covered by trees and bushes.  Hosta 	plants 4' - 8' across.  What about considering digging them up and offering to the Garden Club.  The 	Garden Club could use them for a plant sale.   No 	one is taking care of these plants now.  They are 	infringing on other graves.  They could do damage to some of the stones.  

	Brian Pike noted that we have to contact the owners of the plots the plants are on before moving 	them.  

	Fran Hill  stated regarding the Town Clerk, the Town Clerk said she would be working 40 hours a 	week when the Warrant for her to be full-time was passed.  Even though the Town voted that in, 	she could only work twenty hours a week if she wanted even though the Warrant Article says forty 	hours a week?

	It was noted that it is up to the Townspeople to monitor her.  The  residents need to know whether 	they are getting what she agreed upon for the money.  

	According to Town Counsel, the Board of Selectmen have no control over her hours.  It is the 	taxpayers and voters.  A Warrant Article can go back and change it back to a part-time hourly 	position.  

	Tom Groleau stated that monitoring of the Town Clerk will be up to the public.  

	David Stilson asked if the same rules apply to every Town.  She is elected as a Town Clerk.  

	By RSA the Town Clerk's salary is set by Town citizens.

	Bob Martel noted that the only problem with making the Town Clerk an hourly position is that she 	would come under the Department of Labor (FLSA).   She is an elected official  on salary.  For the 	Town that is the cleaner way.  If the residents don't like it, they can change it at election time.  

	It was reported that Monday, April 27, 2015 at noon time, there will be a Celebration of John Stark 	Day at the Caleb Stark Monument in the Center of Dunbarton.  There will be re-enactors.  It was 	published in the Concord Monitor and the Manchester Union Leader.  

	At this point in the meeting, Brian Pike, Chairman, announced that the Board of Selectmen would be going into a Non-Public Executive Session at the request of Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager. 

	MOTION: 

	Brian Pike  made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen go into a Non-Public Executive 	Session in accordance with RSA  91-A-3 (b ) at 9:31 p.m. at the request of Patrick Bowne, Transfer 	Station Manager.  Tom Groleau seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with the 	following Roll Call Vote:  

		Vallieres - Yes
		Pike - Yes
		Groleau - Yes

The Board of Selectmen reconvened their regular meeting at 9:59 p.m. 

	It was noted that no Decisions or Motions were made during the Non-Public Executive Session.

The following motions were made: 

	MOTION: 

	Tom Groleau made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen offer Todd Boivin a part-time 	position at the Transfer Station at the minimum step of the pay rate for Transfer Station Worker.  Ted 	Vallieres seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

	MOTION: 

	Tom Groleau made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen offer Dale Montoya a part-time 	position 	at the Transfer Station contingent upon the passage of the physical and drug testing at the 	minimum step of the pay rate for Transfer Station Worker.  Ted Vallieres seconded the motion.  The 	motion 	passed unanimously. 

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 

MOTION:

	Ted Vallieres  made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 10:00 	p.m.  Tom Groleau  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

								Respectfully submitted,

																					Alison R. Vallieres
								Recording Secretary



_____________________
Brian Pike, Chairman

_____________________
Ted Vallieres, Selectman

_______________________
Tom Groleau, Selectman	
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