DUNBARTON HISTORICAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD JANUARY 27, 2014

AT THE DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES

PRESENT:  Donna Dunn, Lynn Aramini, Laraine Allen, Les Hammond, Bill Zeller, Lee Martel, Ted and Allison Vallieres, Bill and Rebecca Rolke.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:  We wish to warmly welcome our new members to the DHAC, as sworn in by Town Clerk Linda Landry:  Ted and Allison Vallieres, Lynn Aramini, and Bill Zeller.  Thank you for your support!

DUNBARTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:  As part of the mission of the DHAC, which is to help educate Dunbarton schoolchildren about the history of their town, Bill Zeller, former principal of the DES, has agreed to be our liaison with the school.  He will talk with the principal and the teachers, to provide the DHAC with the dates during the school year when the children are involved with historically themed projects. In this way, the committee will be better prepared to continue to build our relationship with the DES.  As an example, in December, the third graders tour the town common, and sketch buildings there, to be re-created in gingerbread.   Pursuits such as this, with a focus on early settlers and important townspeople, help to expand the children’s knowledge about Dunbarton, New Hampshire, the U.S.A., and beyond..

Speaking about possible historical activities for the schoolchildren evoked memories of the walking tour some DHAC members took a few years ago on a bright fall day, with former Town Historian Bud Noyes, on Whipple Road.  This location holds the imagination, as it contains cellar sites, stonewalls, and a palpable atmosphere of days gone by.  The committee explored the possibility of a walking tour with the kids. The positives and negatives associated with bringing youngsters on a field trip, in this case into the woods, were voiced.  The clear connection with the past is tempered by the realities of mud, ticks, and holes in the ground.  More talk on this subject to follow.

“TOWERS” OF DUNBARTON:  A mysterious subject is that of the tower structures which once dotted Dunbarton.  On Pattee Hill, “aircraft spotters” or “plane spotters” would be posted at the metal tower, which was next to the road.  Other New Hampshire towns also had towers, as part of civil defense.  An evocative sepia-toned photograph has emerged of a wooden tower, with a horse and buggy in the foreground.  These towers are a topic worthy of further investigation, especially as there does not seem to be a lot of documentation about this subject.

JAMESON HOMESTEAD:  Ted spoke about the forest behind the transfer station, some of which will be milled as part of the reconstruction of the building.  Windows and doors need to be purchased, and there will be a roof made of wood shakes.  

DUNBARTON’S 250th  ANNIVERSARY:  A committee has been organized, which meets Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m., at the town offices.  Activities being planned will be a presentation about the town at the church or library, flags flown from telephone poles, including Dunbarton town seal flags, festive bunting, a Scottish fife and drum corps, a fishing derby, a quilt, and commemorative coins struck with the town seal, in gold and silver.  

NEXT MEETING:  The February 24, 2014 meeting has been canceled, due to unforeseen circumstances.  The next meeting will be held on Monday, March 24, 2014, at 6:30 p.m., at the Dunbarton town offices.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Rolke, Chair and Secretary

