Dunbarton Planning Board Minutes - Wednesday, July 15, 2015
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DUNBARTON PLANNING BOARD
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2015
DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES   – 7:00 p.m. 
The regular monthly meeting of the Dunbarton Planning Board was held at the above, time, date and place with Chairman Kenneth Swayze presiding.  The following members were present: 

	Kenneth Swayze, Chairman
	George Holt, Co-Chairman
	Alison Vallieres, Secretary
	Charles Frost
	Jeff Crosby

	Brian Pike, Selectmen's Representative was absent
					
Town Board/Staff Members:  

	Stephen Laurin, Planning and Zoning Department
	
Members of the Public:

	None
	
Ken Swayze, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a 5 member Planning Board present.  He noted for the record that the Planning Board had a quorum for this evening's meeting, and all members would be voting.   

Ken Swayze, Chairman, confirmed with the Secretary that the meeting had been posted in two public places throughout the Town, and put on the Dunbarton Town Web Site.   

7:00 p.m. – GENERAL SESSION:

1.   General Board  Administration: 
B.     Approval of previous meeting minutes:  Wednesday, June 17, 2015

MOTION: 

Jeff Crosby made a motion that the minutes from the previous meeting of Wednesday, June 17, 2015 be approved as written.  Charles "Chuck" Frost seconded the motion. 

Steve Laurin stated that on page 2 under Planning and Zoning Department Report - Stephen Laurin, 
reported there was a spelling error regarding the spelling of KAPOW.  

The minutes were approved unanimously as amended above.  

C.     Correspondence from the Secretary

Alison Vallieres, Secretary, reported that she had received no correspondence to report to the Planning Board with the exception of an e-mail received from Merle Chapman stating he would be unable to attend this evening's meeting but looked forward to reading the minutes regarding proposed zoning changes relating to sizes of barns, etc.  

D.     Selectmen's Report - Brian Pike, Selectmen's Representative, was not present. 

E.      Steve Laurin, Planning and Zoning Department: 

	1.  Boundary Plan for Dean and April Burnham:

	 Presented a Boundary Plan for Dean and April Burnham, 1113 Gorham Pond Road, 	Dunbarton, NH for the Planning Board's information from Michael Dalberg, 	Surveyor/Keach-Nordstrom Associates.  

	It was noted that this is not a subdivision and the Planning Board takes no action on it.  

Ken Swayze, Chairman, noted that the Secretary should be notified in advance that this plan was to be presented to the Board at a regular meeting, etc.  

Ken Swayze, Chairman, directed Steve Laurin to research the boundary plan as submitted for Dean and April Burnham and advise the Board accordingly.  (This should be standard procedure for all surveyors filed plans in ADVANCE of presenting at a meeting.)

	2.  Reported that there will be a 2015 Municipal Law Lecture on September 16th of this year 	in Keene and Derry.    Registration is in early August.  

	Lecture 1 - Grandfathering:  The Law of Non-Conforming Uses and Vested Rights
	Lecture 2 - Local Regulation of Agriculture
	Lecture 3 - Implementing and Enforcing the State Building Code and State Fire Code

	3.  New Hampshire Municipal Association Webinar is scheduled for August 12 regarding 	Power Lines, Pipelines and Power Plants:  Siting New Hampshire's Energy Future.

	4.  Attorney General's Office has sent a large document regarding changes in the Right to 	Know law.  

	5.  Reported to the Board of Selectmen on the Koerber's use of their property for the 	Theatre KAPOW group.  Noted that he considered this use "Agrotourism".

Other Business:  

	Hazard Mitigation Meeting:

Jeff Crosby reported a Hazard Mitigation Meeting was held last month, June 19, by New Hampshire Central Regional Planning Commission at the Town Offices.  (Jeff was unable to attend.)  This was relating to the Piscataquag Watershed.  The only portion of Dunbarton that it included was a very small part of Harry Brook on Black Brook Road.  The report listed 27 culverts that were listed as problematic etc.  Nine of the culverts were on State roads and not Dunbarton's responsibility.  In addition, there was a double culvert in Stinson Hills which they reported was problematic but it was fairly new and had been engineered by professionals.  

	The survey was done by volunteers from Trout Unlimited.  It was suggested that the people 	doing the survey should have been working with town staff in advance of the meeting.  

	Jeff Crosby expressed a concern that we had no opportunity to correct the errors and that 	the document is now on file as a legal document.

	It appeared the sole purpose of the meeting was funding for Central New Hampshire 	Regional.

	In order to qualify to receive FEMA monies in the event of a disaster, the Town must have 	an up to date Hazard Mitigation Plan in place.  It has to be updated every five years. 

	Jeff Crosby explained that municipalities are paid for cleaning up large snowstorms, ice 	storms, along with flooding, etc.  Only overtime hours are reimbursable.  The last time we 	received money from FEMA was two years ago for a two or three day snowstorm which 	involved considerable overtime.  

	In the past, FEMA has paid 75% of the costs and the State is supposed to pay 25%, of which 	has never been paid because the State has no money.   

Proposed Zoning Changes: 

	Ken Swayze, Chairman, turned the meeting over to Alison Vallieres for proposed changes as 	follows: 

	Alison Vallieres stated that she had made suggestions to the Zoning Ordinance merely to 	have a starting point for discussion purposes.  She would like the Planning Board members
	to review the Ordinance and make suggestions.    At this point, because we do not have a 	final draft, the page numbers have not been revised.  

	It was noted that Steve Laurin, Planning and Zoning Department, was also making format
	adjustments.  

	Additions to DEFINITIONS:

	1.  Added the term AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING (Did not have the actual definition 	because the Board needs to discuss.) 

	At this point in the meeting, George Holt presented colored coded maps of surrounding 	towns of Bow, Weare, Hooksett, Goffstown and Hopkinton.  He noted that they all have 	separate zones for different uses i.e. agriculture, commercial, residential, etc.  Dunbarton 	only has three residential zones, Low Density (5 acres), Medium Density (3 acres) and 	Village (2 acres).  Good job, George.  

	The Board would like to review Definitions from other towns regarding Agriculture.  
	
	George Holt noted he will do research and get definitions from surrounding towns and e-	mail Planning Board members.  

	2.  Added the term LIVESTOCK -  Shall include beef and dairy cattle, steer, oxen, goats, 	sheep, swine, horses, mules or other equidae, as well as domesticated strains of buffalo, 	bison, llama alpacas, emus, ostriches, poultry, rabbits yaks, elk (Cervus Canadensis), fallow 	deer (Dama dama), red deer (Cervus elephus) and reindeer (Rangifer tarandus).  

	3.  Added definitions for STABLES as follows: 

	STABLE, PRIVATE - A detached accessory building for the keeping of horses, mules, or 	ponies owned by the occupants of the premises and not kept for remuneration, hire or sale. 

		or

	An accessory structure or land use that is designed, arranged, used, or intended to be used 	for the keeping of equines for the private use of the occupants of a principal dwelling and 	their guests, but in no event for hire. 

		or

	A building in which horses are sheltered; may be accessory to a residential or other use or a 	freestanding principal use. 

	STABLE, COMMERCIAL - A lot that may be used for commercial riding stable open to the 	general public; boarding of livestock not involved with current breeding or training; 	training involving large groups of eight or more students; polo fields or arenas used for 	scheduled, public, or club events; and those uses permitted on a ranch.  No feed lot shall be 	permitted.  A commercial stable shall meet the provisions of the applicable zoning district 	and the conditions of the ordinance.  

	(Note:  A Commercial Stable should be subject to at least a Site Plan Review and/or Special 	Exception)

	In addition, there was considerable discussion as to whether a Commercial Stable would be 	allowed in the Village and/or Medium Density District.  There was no final decision made
	regarding this use in the Village and/or Medium Density. 

Alison Vallieres noted she was sure there were other definitions which should be included in the Ordinance.  

Asked that the Board members look over the Definitions and make suggestions.  

	4.  TABLE OF USES	

		a. Noted that AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING had been added as an item in the 			Table of Uses.  As to whether it would be permitted in all zones, whether it should 			be a Special Exception and/or subject to Site Plan Review was not established at this 		point.  This was for discussion purposes.  

		b. Livestock, poultry and swine (Footnote #13 was added for discussion purposes.  
		There should be thresholds for which Site Plan Review would apply.  The Planning 			Board has the authority to exempt an application for Site Plan Review if they feel it 			would not be applicable.  

		c.  Stables, Private (Footnote #7 was added)  The Planning Board reached a 				consensus that the intent of the ordinance was to have livestock housing , including 			horses, have a setback of 100 feet)  Based on this, the #7 footnote should be included 			under Stables, Private.  

There was considerable discussion regarding making the Zoning Ordinance clearer that there was a 100 foot setback for housing of animals.  It was suggested it be inserted at some point where residents
would be aware of it.  Steve Laurin was advised to work on this.  

It was suggested that Planning Board members take the DRAFT Zoning Ordinance home as presented this evening and study it and come back with recommendations for changes, etc. for the next meeting.    

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 

	MOTION:

	Charles Frost made a motion that the Dunbarton Planning Board adjourn at 8:35 p.m.
	George Holt seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 




									Respectfully submitted,



									Alison R. Vallieres
									Secretary
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