[bookmark: _GoBack]CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
DATE: April 8, 2015
MEMBERS PRESENT: Brett St. Clair, Darlene Jarvis, Ron Jarvis 
Alternates Present: Matt Lavey, Margaret Watkins 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Mel Gendron, Drew Groves, George Holt, Stan Sowle
Alternates Absent: None   
MINUTES: Minutes from March were accepted
OLD BUSINESS:
Monthly “Dunbarton Wonder” hikes
The March hike into the Stark cemetery was cancelled after concerns were raised regarding the impact a large group might have in the privately owned cemetery and possible liability issues.  Matt Lavey, the hike’s leader, hopes to resolve these and reschedule the hike in the fall.  George Holt took those who came to walk the cemetery on a tour of his nearby maple sugar operation.   
A description of April’s hike, a walk into the Kuncanowet Town Forest and Conservation Area, is posted on our web site and will be lead by Ron and Darlene Jarvis.   
NEW BUSINESS:
Taylor easement/potential buyer’s plans
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Botnick, their realtor, and the landowner’s realtor met with the Commission to discuss erecting a riding arena on the crest of the hill just north of the existing 4 stall barn and garage.  Commission members confirmed that a riding arena is considered an “agricultural” structure, the type allowed in the wording of the easement that was put on the property by the Taylors.  An in depth discussion followed that centered around the visual impact of the large structure from the road.  Ultimately it was agreed that the buyer will work to stake out the area in the field to provide Commission members with a better sense of its size and location.
Proposal by person buying lot on Gile Hill Road
Victoria Cronin met with the Commission to explain her desire to preserve the trees along her lot’s frontage on Gile Hill Road.  Ms. Cronin’s lot abuts the 75 foot wide access to the conservation land gifted to the Town by the Chans.  She stated that she also hopes to purchase the other lot on Gile Hill Road that abuts this access.  Ms. Cronin met with the Commission to ask permission to use a section of the Town’s access for the driveway to the home she plans to build.  Ron Jarvis voiced his concerns about the Commission considering private use of public land.  Mrs. Cronin was invited to the next Commission meeting by which time she will have passed papers on her house lot.     
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Saturday, April 18, 2015 – Hike of the month into the Kuncanowet Town Forest and Conservation Area in celebration of Dunbarton’s 250th anniversary, meet at 10:00 AM at the trail head off Holiday Shore Drive.  
NEXT MEETING: May 13, 2015, 7:30 PM
AGENDA:
Dunbarton Community Profile Action Committee
Richard Botnick/Taylor easement discussion (Schumacher property)
Stonehurst Farm easement
Hike for May/Long Pond canoe
Kimball Pond
   Portage construction request
   Dumping 
Other business

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Darlene M. Jarvis
