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CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
DATE: February 11, 2015
MEMBERS PRESENT: Brett St. Clair, Darlene Jarvis, Mel Gendron, Drew Groves, Ron Jarvis 
Alternates Present: Margaret Watkins 
MEMBERS ABSENT: George Holt, Stan Sowle
Alternates Absent: Matt Lavey   
MINUTES: January’s minutes were accepted
OLD BUSINESS:
Monthly “Dunbarton Wonder” hikes
On January 17, 2015 over 30 people met to enjoy a hike into the Bela Brook Conservation Area.  Though it was very cold the hikers walked the trail system led by Margaret Watkins with the help of Fred Mullen.  She and Fred shared the area’s interesting history with their respective groups.  Hikers were provided with a card listing the Commission’s upcoming monthly hikes. 
NEW BUSINESS:
Taylor easement’s impact on potential buyer’s plans
Ron Jarvis stated that the Schumacher home is for sale. The broker contacted him regarding a question posed by an interested party who might wish to construct an indoor riding arena on the property.   Ron contacted the Society for the Protection of NH Forests (SPNHF) as they hold the executory interest.  It seems the addition of the indoor riding arena does not violate the intent of the easement.  However, the easement states that “management activities shall not materially impair the scenic quality of the Property as viewed from public roads”.   After some discussion, members present agreed that the Commission would need to see a site plan, elevations, and possibly a description of the building’s outward appearance to assess whether the arena would be in violation.  Ron will draft a reply to be provided to the real estate agent.
Conservation area presentation
Brett St. Clair spoke to over 20 people at the Garden Club’s February meeting.  He shared a slide presentation comprised of a number of Drew Groves’s photographs and found that many present were familiar with at least one of the Town’s conservation areas.       
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Saturday, February 21, 2015 - Hike in the Kimball Pond Conservation Area to celebrate Dunbarton’s 250th Anniversary, meet at the boat launch on Kimball Pond Road at 10 AM 
NEXT MEETING: March 11, 2015, 7:30 PM
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Darlene M. Jarvis
