Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment Minutes - Monday, April 13, 2015


DRAFT, SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL

DUNBARTON ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MONDAY,  APRIL 13, 2015

DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Dunbarton Zoning Board was held at the above time, date and place with Chairman John Trotter presiding.  The following members were present: 

John Trottier, Chairman


Dan DalPra, Vice-Chairman


Alison Vallieres, Secretary


David Nault


Michael Kaminski


Other Town Officials: 


Ken Swayze, Chairman, Dunbarton Planning board


Stephen Laurin, Building, Planning and Zoning Department


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Members of the Public: 


Brad Connelly, Representing Dunbarton Congregational Church


Dean Bacon,   Representing Dunbarton Congregational Church   


Les Hammond,  Representing Dunbarton Congregational Church 


Dorothy Larkin,  Representing Dunbarton Congregational Church   


Joyce Hammond


William Zeller


Ann Zeller

John Trottier, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Meeting Posting: 

The Chairman verified with the Secretary that the meeting notice had been posted in two public places throughout the Town and published in the Concord Monitor for one day.  In addition, the notice was posted on the Dunbarton Web Page. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

Chairman:

MOTION:

David Nault made a motion that the Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment nominate John Trottier as Chairman for the year.  Dan DalPra seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a majority vote with John Trottier abstaining. 

Vice-Chairman:
MOTION:

David Nault made a motion that the Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment nominate Dan DalPra as  Vice Chairman for the year.  John Trottier seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a majority vote with Dan DalPra abstaining.  

Secretary:
MOTION:

David Nault made a motion that the Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment nominate Alison Vallieres as Secretary for the year.  Dan DalPra seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a majority vote with Alison Vallieres abstaining.  

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES - MONDAY,  August 11, 2014

MOTION:

David Nault made a motion to accept the minutes of the meeting of Monday, August 11, 2014 as written. 

Dan DalPrat seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
John Trottier, Chairman, announced that Michael Kaminski was now a full-time member of the Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment. 

7:00 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING - DUNBARTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH (E3-02-23) REQUESTS  A SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO ARTICLE 15, SECTION D, 3,  TO ALLOW THEM TO OPERATE A THRIFTS & GIFTS RETAIL STORE LOCATED AT 2 STARK HIGHWAY NORTH IN DUNBARTON NH IN THE VILLAGE DISTRICT.  

At this point in the meeting, John Trottier, Chairman, stated he would like the Board members to all 
read the Court Document from Superior Court regarding the property for which the application was 
for.   ( See attached)
Board Discussion:

John Trottier, Chairman, brought the Board's attention to the language in this document,   ".... is a valid non-conforming use under the Town of Dunbarton zoning ordinance for four residential apartments, two downstairs and two upstairs, and one business or commercial downstairs unit.  Such usage and such structure as currently exists is grandfathered as a valid "non-conforming use" and "non-conforming structure" under the Town of Dunbarton zoning ordinance" .  

Board Consensus:

All members of the Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment reached a consensus that the operation of a "Thrift and Gift Shop" by the Dunbarton Congregational Church as applied for would be considered a "grandfathered use" and  the proposed use was allowed.   Based on this consensus, there was no reason for the Dunbarton Congregational Church to apply for a Special Exception.  All members of the Zoning Board of Adjustment agreed the Dunbarton Congregational Church would be allowed to have a "Thrift and Gift Shop" on the premises without going through the Special Exception process due to the Court Decision.  They should apply to the Dunbarton Planning Board for Site Plan review.  
 It was also noted that there had been a granted Special Exception for a Book Store on the premises in the past.  In addition, the property had a Country Store and Post Office at one time.  There could be only one commercial use allowed on the property according to the Agreement. 
John Trottier, Chairman, advised the applicants to contact the Dunbarton Planning Board for Site Plan Review regarding parking, etc.  The Dunbarton Congregational Church was advised to contact Steve Laurin, Planning and Zoning Department.  

Fees:
David Nault brought up the subject of fees and noted that presently Planning and Zoning fees were very confusing for applicants.  Would suggest that the fee schedule be revised to be more user friendly, etc.  

At this point, Mike Kaminski stated he had never seen a request for a waiver of the fee for the application.  Based on this, it was noted that the Zoning Board of Adjustment had no authority to waive application fees.  

Horse Barn Request for a Variance - Rioux: 
Steve Laurin stated the Rioux's have provided a written withdrawal to the request for a Variance.  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 

MOTION: 

David Nault made a motion that the Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment adjourn their meeting at 7:30 p.m.  Dan DalPra seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 








Respectfully submitted, 









Alison Vallieres, Secretary
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