CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

DATE: May 10, 2006
MEMBERS PRESENT: Larry Cook, Darlene Jarvis, George Holt, Ron Jarvis, Rick Kiah, Stan Sowle, Mark Wamser, Margaret Watkins
MEMBERS ABSENT: Brett St. Clair, Mel Gendron, Matt Lavey
MINUTES: April’s minutes were accepted
OLD BUSINESS:

Kimball Pond Conservation Area (KPCA)

Solving problems associated with the area

Residents who attended April’s meeting, Brian Little, Dave Nault, Dave Schroeder and Ray Simard, returned to share their views with others asked to attend.  Present were police chief Jeff Nelson, NH Fish and Game’s Lt. Kevin Jordan, and residents Michel Belanger and Lori Davis.  Also present were residents Fred Mullen and Jeff Williams who are members of the Bow Pioneers Snowmobile Club.
The ensuing discussion revolved around controlling the inappropriate and illegal use of the area which is, among other things, damaging the environment and resulting in trash continually left behind for others to remove.
Lt. Jordan suggested the Conservation Commission (CC) take the following steps:

Submit articles to newspapers outlining the town’s “no tolerance” stance and what activities are allowed.  The article should state that land under the power lines is privately owned.  In addition ATV riders are required to have written landowner permission on their person in order to ride or cross any landowner’s property in this state.
Increase patrolling of the area.  Lt. Jordan will have his officers spend time in the KPCA to help control the current abuse. 
Tag, do not warn, offenders when they are apprehended.  “Warning” has proven to be ineffective.  

Work with snowmobile clubs to limit access to this area.  Lt. Jordan stressed the importance of snowmobile clubs not allowing any other motorized vehicles to use their trails because the privilege is then abused. 
The importance of working with adjacent landowners was also addressed.  ATV and motor vehicle operators may or may not be legally crossing their land in order to enter the conservation area.
The installation of gates was again discussed.  The original plan was to install two locked gates on Legache Hill Road.  While Legache Hill Road is “subject to gates and bars” the gates and bars cannot be locked.  The alternate suggested “solution” will be to install locked gates on two “trails” that currently allow motorized vehicles to access Legache Hill Road from the power lines west of the road.  
More signage to clarify allowed vs. prohibited activities was suggested with the information organized on a kiosk(s).              
Larry Cook thanked everyone on the CC for participating in the Kimball Pond “clean up” on April 30th.  The highway department’s 1-ton truck, three pickup trucks and one large trailer were needed to remove the trash and construction debris.
Foss property/Purgatory Pond
Two estimated costs to appraise the parcel were received.  Mr. Foss is not interested in paying for half of the cost of an appraisal however.  George Holt will ask if the parcel’s value, as determined by such an appraisal, will determine the price he would ask if selling it to the town.
NEXT MEETING: June 14, 2006, 7:30 PM
AGENDA:

KPCA / progress report (gating, signage, etc.)
Hill PRD (Tim Golde)

Foss property (Purgatory Pond)

Local projects/Wetland Bureau updates

Other business

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Darlene M. Jarvis
