CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
DATE: January 10, 2007

MEMBERS PRESENT: Larry Cook, Brett St. Clair, Darlene Jarvis, George Holt, Ron Jarvis, Rick Kiah, Matt Lavey, Stan Sowle, Margaret Watkins

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mel Gendron, Mark Wamser

MINUTES: December’s minutes were accepted

Local resident, Kris Hanson, gave Conservation Commission (CC) members the opportunity to sign a petition in support of placing an article in the town warrant favoring the creation of a committee to study how carbon emissions can be reduced. 
OLD BUSINESS:

Schroeder wetlands crossing application (Robert Rogers Road)

Land Surveyor, Webb Stout, met with the CC to review the proposed crossing.  The site had been checked by Rick Kiah and Margaret Watkins who questioned whether access should be constructed on the western side of the lot.  In the end, the Commission voted unanimously to ask that the wetlands impact be reduced by changing the slopes at the crossing to 1 to 1 and stabilizing them, with stone rip rap if need be.   

Larry Cook recused himself during the presentation and vote, citing his friendship with Dave Schroeder.
Gelinas property (Gorham Pond Road)
A limited appraisal was completed by Scott Heath who calculated the value of the acreage to be $37,500.  Brett St. Clair reported that Mr. Gelinas felt the above offer was low, ending negotiations for the time being.   

Kimball Pond Conservation Area (KPCA)
Update on latest dumping violations

Local police determined who dumped debris in the KPCA and three of the four parties involved have cleaned up the area.  It is unclear at this time whether charges will be brought against the fourth person. 

Increased patrolling of the area has resulted in fewer violations.  Brett St. Clair volunteered to draft a letter to Fish and Game’s Lt. Kevin Jordan and also Police Chief Jeff Nelson to thank them for their efforts.
NEW BUSINESS:

Opportunity to have NEC course work based on Dunbarton 
New England College’s Professor Robert Seaman met with the CC.  Bob’s course, “Planning Sustainable Communities”, will begin in a few weeks and he wishes to have the students base their course work on our town.  In previous years Bob has chosen the towns of Hillsboro and Deering.  For both his students produced a “build out” and then overlayed it on a map showing sensitive areas not suitable for development.  Doing this oftentimes points out the need to better protect important natural and/or historical areas and can help a town develop more effective ordinances.  Larry Cook, George Holt, Brian Nordle, and Ken Swayze will meet with Professor Seaman to further discuss how the work required to be done in the course could best benefit the Town.
Opportunity to protect section of Bela Brook     
After a brief discussion, George Holt moved that an article be drafted for the town warrant to enable the Commission (town) to purchase 163 acres of land on the north side of Grapevine Road, the money to be expended from the Commission’s Conservation Fund.  The motion was approved unanimously.    
Site sought for annual tree planting

Cub Scout troop 463 wishes to plant seedlings this spring.  Ron Jarvis suggested that troop representative, Deb Wilson, approach the Town Forest Committee for a location. 
Conservation Commission’s annual report

Members present reviewed the report written by Chair Larry Cook and approved it for submission.

Donation from PSNH

Stan Sowle presented the Conservation Commission with a check for 100.00.  PSNH continues to support local initiatives as part of its community outreach program.   

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Kuncanowet Natural Area – on Saturday, January 20, 2007, the Piscataquog Watershed Association will sponsor a hike in the KNA.  The walk will be led by Jamie Bodwell, the PWA’s easement monitor for this area.  Meet at the KNA entrance on Everett Dam Road at 9:30 AM 

NEXT MEETING: February 14, 2007, 7:30 PM

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: Darlene M. Jarvis

