CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

DATE: February 19, 2007

MEMBERS PRESENT: Larry Cook, Brett St. Clair, Darlene Jarvis, George Holt, Ron Jarvis, Matt Lavey, Stan Sowle, Mark Wamser, Margaret Watkins 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mel Gendron, Rick Kiah

(Local resident, Jared Urban, was in attendance having voiced an interest in serving on the Commission in the future)  
MINUTES: January’s minutes were accepted

OLD BUSINESS:

Status of local projects/Wetland Bureau updates
Schroeder (Robert Rogers road) - Mr. Schroeder’s engineer has redesigned the wetlands crossing to reduce the impact on the wetlands through use of concrete retaining structures   and 6 to 1 slopes.
Hill subdivision (Grapevine Road) – Received wetlands permit from the Department of Environmental Services (DES)
Hill easement 

Margaret Watkins and Larry Cook have reviewed the current easement wording.  Discussed concerns over the possible lack of a homeowner’s organization to address violations.  The easement should ban agriculture and timber removal because of its close proximity to the brook.  Snowmobile use should be limited to existing trails and the easement should clearly deal with “public access”.  Larry volunteered to contact Ron Woods. 
Kimball Pond Conservation Area (KPCA)
Larry Cook stated that he drafted and delivered thank you notes to the Dunbarton Police Department and to NH Fish and Game along with matted and framed photos of the pond.
Update on course work in Dunbarton by New England College students
Larry Cook, George Holt, and Brian Nordle met with Professor Bob Seaman to discuss possible directions for the course.  As a result, students will develop alternate subdivision plans for the existing subdivisions: Old Fort Estate, Tucker Hill, Stinson Hills.    
Acquisition of property along Bela Brook

The ninth article on the town warrant will deal with the town purchasing this property with money from the Conservation Fund.  Members agreed to hand deliver letters to ensure that residents are well informed prior to the meeting.  

Larry Cook, Stan Sowle, Matt Lavey, and Margaret Watkins have walked into the property over the weekend.  Margaret Watkins volunteered to lead a walk on Sunday, March 4, 2007, with interested parties meeting at the town offices at 1:30 PM.

NEW BUSINESS:

Upcoming projects and their impacts
Jacques Belanger quickly reviewed two projects of interest to the Commission.  The first will generate a wetlands application for a driveway crossing for a single house on a newly subdivided lot while the second will involve upgrading Guinea Road, a designated scenic road. 

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Saturday, March 3, 2007 - Walk the Kuncanowet Natural Area off of Everett Dam Road! The hike is sponsored by the Piscataquog Watershed Association and will be led by Jamie Bodwell who monitors the area.  Meet on Everett Dam Road at 9:30 AM.  

Sunday, March 4, 2007 - Walk the Bela Brook property!  Meet Margaret Watkins at the town offices at 1:30 PM.      

NEXT MEETING: March 14, 2007, 7:30 PM 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: Darlene M. Jarvis

