CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

DATE: April 12, 2006

MEMBERS PRESENT: Larry Cook, Brett St. Clair, Darlene Jarvis, George Holt, Ron Jarvis, Rick Kiah, Matt Lavey, Stan Sowle, Mark Wamser, Margaret Watkins 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mel Gendron

MINUTES: Minutes from March accepted

OLD BUSINESS:

Kimball Pond Conservation Area (KPCA)
Gating of Legache Hill Road

According to recently performed research, a Class VI road is one that is subject to gates and bars.  It can be gated but not be locked.

Residents Brian Little, Dave Nault, Dave Schroeder, and Ray Simard attended this meeting and initiated an impromptu discussion.  The ensuing discussion centered around the gating of Legache Road and related issues that surfaced at Town meeting with the commission’s proposal to change Whipple Road from a Class VI road to a Class A Municipal trail.  Statements made at the Town meeting were clarified.  Larry Cook stressed that Legache Hill Road was not a part of the article but mentioned as the example of a Class VI road currently providing vehicle access through the area which results in dumping, fires, illegal ATV use, and partying.  

One resident raised the question of using the Bow Times to disseminate information.  Larry Cook confirmed that the Conservation Commission (CC) attempts to notice residents and meets all posting requirements.  Notices of the meeting to discuss gating of Legache Hill were posted on the Town’s web site, town offices and both country stores.  

A lengthy discussion followed during which each of the four residents expressed their opinion on how to deal with the misuse of the area.  Differences of opinion were apparent.  Three residents voiced opposition to locked gates while one strongly expressed the need for them.  Everyone acknowledged that dumping is a problem and everyone stated that they have picked up discarded trash.  Suggested solutions were signing, litter/trash ordinance with fines, and patrolling of the area by local police.        

All present agreed to convene again at the next regular commission meeting and to invite the police chief, his officers, the Selectmen and all interested residents to attend. 
NEW BUSINESS:

Possible “geocache” in Kuncanowet Natural Area (KNA)
Nick Holmes met with the commission to ask for permission to set out a “cache” on the 
conservation property.  Nick participated in the hike sponsored by the commission and the Piscataquog Watershed Association (PWA) on March 25th.  Margaret Watkins asked that Nick confer with Jamie Bodwell, a PWA monitor for the parcel, before hiding the cache so “geocachers” will not adversely impact sensitive wildlife areas.  Nick explained how easily any evidence of the cache’s existence could be eliminated if any problems developed and all present agreed to let Nick proceed.
Request to create and maintain trail on conservation land 

A Long Pond area resident requested permission to maintain a trail to the pond and to cut a few trees (leaning/dead).  The CC agreed that allowing such would set a bad precedent and therefore denied the request regarding the trail while confirming her right to access the pond across the conservation land.
Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission

Larry Cook has been reappointed to the Regional Resource and Conservation Commission (R2C2) with Matt Lavey as an alternate. Rene Forcier was appointed to fill the Full Commission position previously held by Ken Swayze. 

Local parcels on market

The CC discussed the conservation value and cost of acquiring various tracts.  Members agreed to get a cost estimate for conducting a preliminary appraisal of the Foss property located on Purgatory Pond.

CORRESPONDENCE:

A letter was received from the Society for the Protection of NH Forests (SPNHF).  The Society enclosed a letter from Schumacher’s realtor expressing her opinion that a lot line adjustment will not affect the total value of the two parcels.  The Society’s letter questions whether the realtor’s opinion can be considered as valid support for the Town’s approval of the lot line adjustment.
Copied by DES – Request for more information from Rick Martin, Tax Map/Lot 4/15 (Tenney Hill Rd)   
Confirmation from DES of receipt of two letters sent by CC Chair, Larry Cook, requesting permit be granted for both the Chan and the Poirier application
UPCOMING EVENTS:

April 30, 2006 - “Kimball Pond Cleanup”, meet at Kimball Pond boat ramp, 1:00 PM, bring gloves and trash bags
NEXT MEETING: May 10, 2006, 7:30 PM
AGENDA:

Kimball Pond Conservation Area/Issues: access vs. misuse and possible solutions 

Local projects/Wetland Bureau updates

Possible conservation projects
Other business

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: Darlene M. Jarvis
