CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

DATE: January 11, 2012
MEMBERS PRESENT: Jim Stone(CC), Darlene Jarvis(CC,KTFCA), George Holt(CC), Ron Jarvis(CC,TFC,KTFCA), Ed White(TFC,KTFCA), Jacques Belanger(TFC,KTFCA), Fred Mullen(TFC), Jeff Crosby(TFC), Les Hammond(KTFCA) 
Alternates Present: Margaret Watkins (CC, KTFCA) 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Brett St. Clair, Mel Gendron, Stan Sowle  
Alternates Absent: Matt Lavey   
Also present: Line Comeau, Town Administrator 

MINUTES: December’s Conservation Commission (CC) minutes were accepted
Members of the Conservation Commission (CC), Town Forest Committee (TFC), and the Kuncanowet Town Forest and Conservation Area (KTFCA) Management Committee met to discuss two sources of revenue for the maintenance of the Kuncanowet Town Forest and Conservation Area, the $17,700 from a timber cut in the Kuncanowet and an endowment from the estate of the late Natale Brown.  
Selectmen Les Hammond explained that the state does not allow for a committee such as the KTFCA Management Committee to hold funds or expend funds from a non lapsing account.  This became clear in recent discussions with the Department of Revenue Administration according to Les.  Now the $17,700 timber revenue that has been held in the Town’s general funds as “Kuncanowet maintenance funds” since spring of 2011 has been rolled into “surplus” as of January 1, 2012.  (The KTFCA Committee had been told that it only needed authorization at the upcoming Town meeting in order to expend money to maintain Fogg’s field and fulfill the Town’s legal obligations).         

 After a lengthy discussion, members present agreed that the $17,700 should be held in the Conservation fund, a non-lapsing fund which the CC has the power to expend funds from.  The money can be kept separate, notated as “Kuncanowet maintenance funds”.  Margaret Watkins suggested that a memorandum should be drafted and accepted by the CC stating that this fund be expended solely at the request of the KTFCA Management Committee for the maintenance of the Kuncanowet.  Selectman Hammond explained the probable wording of the article necessary to move the money from surplus to the Conservation fund.  He was asked if the Selectmen would support the article and he indicated that he would present and support it.             
Regarding the recent endowment from Natale Brown’s estate, Margaret Watkins explained that the stocks were probably in the process of being sold given that the KTFCA Management Committee had agreed to have them sold.  Even if the endowment is accepted in the form of cash only the interest generated in the future will be able to be expended for the KTFCA.  When it became apparent that more information is needed Margaret volunteered to follow up with Natale Brown’s attorney.  .  
OLD BUSINESS:

Status of quest for matching funds for Gorham Pond milfoil treatment
George Holt stated that he met with the Selectmen as he promised Lou Deberio.  Mr. Deberio met with the CC in December to say report that the state has awarded grant money in the amount of $11,000 to Dunbarton for the treatment of the pond contingent on the availability of matching funds.  George reported that an article will be in the warrant to see if the Town will raise and appropriate the matching funds.  The Selectmen are not supporting the article.      
Sign for the Kuncanowet Natural Area

Ron Jarvis stated that he and Darlene completed the necessary work on the sign.  The sign was hung on the gate at the entrance on Everett Dam Road on January 10th.  

NEXT MEETING: February 8, 2012, 7:30 PM
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Darlene M. Jarvis

